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Right Honourable LA DT, 


ö The LADY _ IJ 
CATHERINE JONES, \ 
| IN DUE. 4 
Acknowledgment of her Merits, 
AND IN ds 
Teſtimony of that Iuſtt. 
a And therefore | y : ! 
Very Great and Unfeigned li 
VENERATION | i 
Which is Paid to her 3 I 
Ladyſhips Vertues, 
THESE # 
LETTER 8 
Are moſt Humbly 
Dedicated and Preſented. 
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TO THE 


READER: 


boy write theſe Letters, but that I haus a : 
the moral and reaſonable Aſſurance bat 
ſve did write them, and is the true Author Re” 


1 1 
41197 C35 


HE Letters here laid open to thy 
View are a late Correſpondence 


woman, and to add to thy Wonder, a young 
Gentlewoman. Her Name I have nog. 
ere to publiſh. For her Perſon, as 


between my ſelf and a Gene- 


DX. 


Mode _ not ſuffer me to ſay much of 


her, ſo the preſent Produttions of her Per 
make it porn needleſs to ſay any thing, 
unleſs it be by way of Prevention, to obviate 
a Diffidence in ſome wwho from the ſurpris 


Zing Excellency of theſe Writings may be 


tempted to yan whether my Correjpore 
dent be really a Woman or no. To whom 
my Anſwer is, that indeed I did not ſee 


them, that can te bad in a thing of this 
Nature. And I hope my Creait may be 
175 enough with thoſe that know me ta 

Pore ma my ſerious Word, wherg 

here is no other a ta be given, 


Tur 
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* * 3 "ae and greateſt that the Thought of 
—* antelligent Creature can pg 420 8 pM 


% e about, the Love D. And 
* dere much to be — that this were ' 
ma more the Subjett not only of our Con- 
es a pews and Letters (inſtead of thoſe 


many empty and e Furmalities 


We _ - that uſually fill and ingrofs them) but 
N our 8517 and more elaborate Com- 
res, which 1 think would be better 


. reed, and raifing the low- 
iii Pratrice of it, than in curious Re- 
k  . fearches of hns Nature, and. an eternal 
. © Contention and tedious Chicane about the 
Trinity. Men may wrangle for ever about 

' theſe abſtruſe Theories, and fopner diſpute 

+ #hemſelves out of Charity than into Truth, 


3 . 1 1 Capacity than our Under ſtandings, and our 
| Love of GOD may be very flaming and ſe- 
"waphrek, when after the greateſt Elevation 
0 "7 Soar of Thought our Conceptions of him 
are but faint and 
But in a Glaſs darkly. 


een make this Glaſs more tranſparent, tis 
Love that muſs clarifie and refine it. An 
23 nſe of GOD m] diſcover 
ute hes him to * * all the ary _— 
| an 


ed in laying good Foundations for 


Aut our Wills have at preſent a larger 


„ and we ſee bim 
But! we would 
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N a4, Speculation of Scholaftick Heads, the 
. 1 of our Hearts will give tbe beft and 2 
t Light to our Eyes, and when all. 

LN 60 a 

Boese br 

How IX nx, I am ſure it is 155 beſt Pra- 

e Love is not only the ſhorteſt and m 
compendious Way to PerfetFzon, but be 

8 Heighth and Pitch of it. The more 

we have of Love, the nearer a e 

wake to GOD, wobo 5 15 Love it ſelf, and who; 
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breaths be; rth from him eſſential and 
rg if the more fit dus arg to taſte NY 
the feve meſs of Devine Communion and re- 


Ales a: king Tai him here, and the bet- 
2 epared to reliſh and erich the be, #7; 
451 of bis eee beregſter. 
EAVEN 75S" 7 * a State of the moſs per- 4 
Felt and confummated Love, and therefore 
the beſt thing due can praBtiſe n Earth is” 
to tune our Hearts to this Divine Strain, to v 
ſet themas high as que can, for ſure the belt © 
Preparation for Love muſt be ove it ſelf 
But whatever other .Yualifications are . 
| go ifite, aHeart once truly touched 03th a 4 
vine Paſſ on cannot long want them, Ive 


Tv#l] wal along after it all other Virtues, 
15 eff an thin, and will at 
de thoſe Faults of them yore MH can- 


2 «gin For this is 7 univerſal Ex- 
* alen, 
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- cellency whith ſupplies the ' Defetts of oth other 
" Works, 1 which if wanting {ſuch a neceſe 
ry and vital Part it is) nothing elſe can 
57 or compound for. Neither Tin Ongues nor 
Prophecy, nor Knowledge, nor Faith, nor 
Ans, nor even Martyrdom it ſelf fignifi 
any thing without Charity. I be Heart is the 
Sacrifice that GOD 3 and unleſs 
' that be offered, the ric beſt Oblation will ind 
no. Acceptance. Other Gifts and Graces, 
' - yr intellectual or moral, come indeed 
from Heaven, but they often Jeave us 
is Ear th. Love only elevates us up thither, and 
is able to hag us to GOD. 'Tis this indeed 
,, that 8 0 1 ricteſt Union with him 
" inthes Life (OE n GOD, 
by 3 — live to him, but tis by 
Love alone that we live in bim. And ſo 
John, God is Love, and he that dwelleth in 
- -Love dwelleth in God and God in him. 4 
. . that males bighly for the Privi- 
we of Love, and which I cannot mention 
24 calling to ow an Divine Re- 
mar ih the Port 
erh Royal, in their late Ab- 
e AHract f the Morality of 
the New Teffament has upon it. O great 
GOD, you are all Love in your ſelf, and 


all Love for Man, and Man * deliberate 


Whether he ſhould love you, and to inquire 
9098 Tf 0 when 


a ö | - 3h ” 4 
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when and how far he is obliged to do t. 
If to love GOD be to poſſeſs him, and to be 
poſſeſſed by him, what an Emptineſs is  / 
there in that Heart which does not loye . 
G OD, or of what is it full if not of Vanity 
and Indigence it ſelf? | 
Bor I] maybe concerned to plead as well 
as to recommend the Greatneſs of our Subs 
je, which indeed is /o ſublime and vaſt, 
has ſuch immenſe Dime nſons, fuchHeighths . 
and Depths in it, that there needs no dub 
than the Theme we treat q #6. 
excuſe the defeiiveneſs of our Meditations | 


upon it. If there be any Argument that \ l 


will oppreſs a Writer with its Weight, . 
daxele — with its Glory, and make EN Joy 
ry thing that be ſhall think or ſay upon it 
ar litile, it is this certainly of the Love 

of GOD, which is a Theory 


a Nature human Pen, and ſuch a- 
Angels atone are fit to write upon. ; \ 


uty that contemplate the Face of 
GOD can tell, it may be, in ſome meaſure 


their high Paſſion would furniſh them © 
"5 ers, Tas 'tis bard 2 a Si © 
that ſees only his Back-parts 2% give any - + 
tolerable repreſentation of his Beauty, and + © 
for a Spirit that wells and comverſes upon. © 
Earth to fpeak the Language of * 3 
re"... 
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of too exalted | $ * 0 
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how lovely be is, and the very Tranſbort © \ FOO 


1 The PREFACE. 
N P bere are Myſteries in the Love of God as 
dell as in other parts of Religion, which 
80 the' Minds 0 75 Men, armed as they are 
with /enfible Prejudices, will appear very 
el, 2250 wich the moſt oſs and 
Iuminated Spirits will not preſently com- 
prebend, and which even thoſe that do will 
dot eaſily explain ſo as to make them in- 
teltigible to others. Practice and Experi- 

| ment will go furtheſt here, but after all 

7 od mul be often forced to cry, O the 

| th! Sr. Paul /cems to have been ſenfibJe 
Wan of this when he prayed for his Ephelians, 
hat being rooted and grounded in Love, 
they might be able to comprehend with all 
4 Salts, what is the Breadth and Length and 
*Depth and Heighth, and to know the Love 

of Chriſt which paſſes Knowledge. This 
perhaps may be chiefly meant of the Love 

Y = wfGOD 0 us, but *tis as true of our Love 
Y al L bim, which has its Dinenſons too, a 
4 Depth which de can hardly ſound, and a 
* 1 geb which aue can hardly reach. 


| #8 nf Sons it may be will be ready to ſa 
dere that we have reached beyond it, 
f "_ carryong the meaſures of Divine Love to tao 
jo 3 great @beighth. But let me only defire them 
50 confider {beſides what they will find for 
1 4, the Fuſtification of our Meaſure in the fol- 
. _—_— Papers) that the Love here diſcour- 
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fed of and recommended is the Love A 
GOD, that. is, of all that is good, of all 


that is perfets, all thit is lovely; of ul i.. 


that is d able, in ſbort, of all that truly 
#s, and can any Love be too great or too hi 
| for uch an Object? Or rather does he not” 


deſerve infinitely more than we or 


his Creatures can 147 n him? What 
can an infinite good be loved too much, or is 
any degree of Love too high for bim who is 
nitely lovely, and infinitely loves... © 
himſelf * Is the Heart of Man too great 4 8 
% 

at 


Sacrifice for a GOD, tho' it were enterely 
_ 25 wholly burnt. and. conſumed 
Altar? Bel) ſince he homfelf de- 

mands it all, requiring us to love him with 

our whole Heart, Soul and Mind. And would" |. 
ve preſent him with leſs? What do wwe _ 
think the whole too great for him that we . 


thus mince and diwide t But does not our» 4 


Conſcience ſecretly reproach us when cue 
do /o ? Jes, it continually upbraids to us 


the Love of Creatures, and is always like v5 


a — K — pleading in the behalf © 
and aſſerting his ſovereign Right. 
A why then Ws it be thoug 
frretch * Love of GOD to make it in- 
tire and excluſve of all other Lues? Can 
we love GOD too much, or Creatures too. 
little? Or is it ſuch a Paradox to make 
the + 


bt fuchs 


55 


ys 


„ endleſs to make 


n her Penſ tes Sur L'Amour de Dieu, in 


be the ſole and intire Object of our Love, to 
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| olſen Kl. 
e wherein be tondeſcends to ſpeak to 
, my Love, my undeſiled is but one, 


Bur after all, N I | 


anbeard of Conclufion that GOD ought to 


be ſo ftared at as 1 is, and — 
on as ſuch a Si No certainly 
thing more ordinary in Books of 
Devotion, 1 to meet with E — — 
this kind. St. Auftin's De vol io — 4 
ure full of them, and ſo are our — 
Mriters who commonly run the ſame 
Strain, as ma be ſeen at large (for tis 
particular Quotations here } 
| in all thoſe Books that are written after the 
- myſtical and ſpiritual way, as in the Works 
of the great Spaniſh Seraphyck St. Thereſa, 
3 in her Way 125 Perſection, and 


Cardinal Bona's via Compendii ad Deum, 
Chreſtien Interieur, Thomas a Kempis 
ie Iwitation of Chriſt : To which may 
added Corneille's Book of Divine Poems 
bon the ame Suben, where he has this 
* Paſſage; 


oo berreus eſt Ce qui de Cœur & d' eſ | 
"0 ek que Senne que d * jo, 


Et 


e ee nen E 


The P REFAGE | 
I 74 bo 1 2 ui fe laiſſ⸗ 


* A On attraits de W Beaute 15 
— Jolq'd ultter tout ce qu'il ame 
175 un 


qu u cd foul dimer... 
| Ce doux & ſaint Tyran acl 
A de la jaloufie & de I Ambition 

5 luy ſeul ſur — 


2 en a rn ere Pk | 
ta Gar $0 il ps e e. 


. 


y du Cœur qu il 
Ny des een qu " doi 


e 
the ſame rs 2 5 bis ob of Chriſtian - 
Devotion, ani I mig bi nameftveral 


our own Writers, 
liver 7921 full and home to the h. 
neſs that I need mention nb more, 

only preſent the Reader wii a P. 
of bam. It is Biſhop 
de nth Sermon upon 
love the Lord thy 


God with all thy Heart, 


c. Matth. aa. and 37. {the very wa Wwe 6 m 


e 


Build expreſſes himſe ey : 
Queſticn 97 e 1 
— Perfection, one bur tie, — other 


in Man, which muſt be ſeaſoned with the 
Vertue, and the Vertue in thoſe Parts mult 
ariſe unto its full Pitch. This Text requires 
both theſe Perſections in Charity, The 


i 


nn 
there 85 h tha d.. 
but bat 
ge out 


Lake, who in bis S.. 
thoſe Words, Thou R Ä 


graduum. There isa Ferſechon ofthe FW 


Perfection 
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„e eee 
ted in the enumeration of the Heart, Mind, 
Soul and Strength, unto which all our in- 
ward and outward Abilities may be redu- 
wur; So that there is no Power or Part of 
= Man that muſt not be qualified with the 
Love of God. But of this Perfection I have 
. 9 ken when I ſhewed you the Seat of 
fe ye. I made it plain unto you that there 
Was to be in our Charity a Perſection of 
Parts. That with which we have now to 
dd is the Perſection of Degrees. The Text 
Will tell us that it is not enough for every 
of thoſe Parts to have the Love of God in 
them, they muſt alſo be wholly taken up 
therewith. And this Perfection is noted by 
the Word (all) which is aer to Na 
Soul, Mind and Strength. | 
4X A Commandment is the ſooner is 
\* By 1 if the Reaſonableneſs of the ground there- 
bor de firſt diſcovered. I will therefore firſt 
diſcover the ground upon the Reaſonable- 
ne whereof this great Meaſure is required. 
+, The ground is twofold, one in GOD, ano- 
9 in us. The ground that is found in 
=. God is taken from the Preface of this Text, 
2s Moſes has delivered it, and St. Mark ro- 
peated it. The Preface is, hearken,O //ae}, 
the Lord thy God is one. But one, there- 
fore the intire Object of our Loye. He will 


not 
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| not give this his Gloly to any other; nel 


ther will he indure any Corrival herein. 
The Beginning, the Middle and the End of 
this Object is only he that is Aba and O- 

mega, the firſt and laſt: Had we many Lord 
Gods, then might we have many Objects of 
our Love. The Obje& can no more be mul- 
tiplied then he can. Take all the Parts of 
his Title aſunder, and you ſhall find One- 
neſs and Intireneſs therein. Mier a parti» 
cular Examination of and Deſcant upon 


which he proceeds. — if you have 


well heeded what I have ſaid you will ac« 
knowledge that there is a fair ground in the 
Lord our God why he ſhould challenge all 
our Love. Let us come now and look up- 


on our ſelves, and ſee what ground thereof 


we can find there. 
Wurr the 


bute to Cz/ar or not, he called for the Coin 
and asked whoſe Image and Superſcription 
it bare. And when they anſwered him 
Ceſar's, he replied, give unto Cz/ar thoſe 


things which are Cz/ar's. But he addeth to 


our Purpoſe, that upon the ſame grounds 
they muſt give unto G OD thoſe things: 
which are GOD's. If the Image and Super- 


ſcription were a juſt ground why Com 


ſhould be paid unto Cæſar, where GOD's 
B Image 


Queſtion was moved unto | 
Chriſt whether the Fezus ought to pay Tri- 
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Image is found there is as good a Reaſom 


* God's Image 


that that ſhould be rendred unto him. Now 
is found. in us by Nature, for 
we were made according to his Image, fo 
that all which we receive from him we owe 
unto him by the Law of Creation. A ſecond 
way is God's Image in us, by Grace. For 
our Regeneration is but a ſecond 


We wherein we are reformed unto that — 


co 


* n . 
+ 
' 
- 


y : 


K 
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e wills the Corinthians to glorific 


then ought we with all to expreſs 


to which God at firſt created ns. 
All then is due unto God à ſecond time, 
+Sx<the Law of our Redemption, 10 that 
whether we look upon our Heart, our 


Mind, our Soul, or 8 Lode 
manded of us, Quid habes, nos acce- 
51 W hot haſt thou, &c. And if we have 


received it all, the Exaction is but reaſon- 
able, Si totum exigit a te qui totum facit, 
refecit te. Surely St. Paul thought fo when 
God 
ad- 


with their Bodies, and with their Souls, 
ding this 2 for they are God's. 

WII then we have found fair grounds 
of this meaſure. For if God be ſuch and 
ſuch to us, as you have heard, the only 
loyely thing, and all that can be beloved, 
and we are if his; and all that we have is 
due untohim, both by Nature and by Grace, 
our Love 


towards him. But what is it to love him 
with 


1 


The PREFACE 
with aul Suxely it ia to loye him fine divis ©; 
Ane & fine remiſſone. None our Abi N 
lities muſt be divided, none of them maſt > thi 
be ſlack in doing this Work. Firſt of te 

E. we- maſt not divide our Hearts, _ 


is, as the Scripture 


— . — a Heart and e- g 


N Heart, a Heart for Lake v5: 
God, and a Heart for . . 
the World, Sc, Main, u 

all Diviſion of our Abi- 


but to make us ſee how little we perform 
of this Commandment, and how little 
Cauſe we baye to boaſt of the belt that we 
do therein... Who is he that can deny thas __ £2 ö 
his Abilitics are divided, and that he loves 
more things than God, yer moſt things 1 

more than God, &. =" 
You fee bere is 4 great Man that not Pp. 


only exprefty deltvers the ſame Conchufiongy * | | 
, 


lities is a plain abandon- 8 
ing of the Love of God, — 
for no Man can {erve two Maſters as Chi ig 
tells us, &c. God will Have all ot none, & 4 
Again ſays he, What is the Uſe of all this 


but endeavours to prove it too. Whethex 

his way of _— be concluffoe or no 1 

leave the Reader to judge. All that I am _ . 

preſent concerned to remark 1s, that 1 
he 


Concluſion it ſelf * from being ſuch 
| 2 - 4 
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4 Novelty or 1 as many 
wal * ine . 0 No, it is ! 
Ws of be and all that I have here 
and elſewhere done, is only to reduce a 
common Concluſion into clear and diftin 
Principles, ſuch as are founded in the Na- 
iure and Reaſon of Things. So that if 
hat 1 advance be no Truth, yet I am ſure 
i is no Paradox, which is enough to fence 
me from Prejudice, and I am content that 
; * ſhould decide the refs. 

\Wutx I have deſred the Reader to be 
fo juſt to me as not to meiidle with theſe 
Papers till be has firſt carefully peruſed 
the Diſcourſe to which they relate, and 
* evbich contains the Principle upon which 
| they proceed, I have nothing more to ſay 

here, unleſs it be to give ſome account 
_ #he Reaſons of our communicating a pri- 
vate Correſpondence to the Publick, con- 
| cerning which I ſball leave the Reader to 
Ut  fatisfie himſelf out of the No enſuing 
Letters, which contain my Propoſal of a 
Publication, with the Reaſon and Manner 
Le my Correſpondents Compliance. The 
ters are as follows, _ | 


—ç 
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INCE we have now both of us coti- 
cluded our Parts, and ſo ſealed up our 

Divine Subject with a double Seal, it would 
be a little indecorous to break it open again, 
eſpecially for me, who cannot think it Pru- 


*. 


C * 
F * 
13 8 
. 


wp 4 


| dence to travel on even in ſo pleaſant a 


Road after my Guide has left me, to pro- 
ceed further in a Subject where you thank 
fit to end, or to vitiate with any Additions 
of mine the Reliſh of an Argum 
which you have left ſuch a "pleaſing and 

delicious Farewel. No Madam, let it ftand 


ent _ 


as you have left it, for tho' it ſhould not be 


abſolutely finiſhed (as indeed who can ſay 
of ſuch an immenſe Subject that it ever is) 
yet tis moſt juſt and fit that where-ever 
you pleaſe to end, there ſhould be the Con- 
eluſion, after which, as in Apelles's Venus, 
there can be no adding without Preſump- 
tion. I ſhall not therefore be guilty of it, 
only give me leave to lament a little that 
you conclude ſo ſoon your Meditations and 
my Pleaſures. For methlaks I could eter- 
nally hear you Diſcourſe upon this ever 
fruitful, ever ingaging and entertaining 
Theme, which as great as it is receives ſuch 
an Advantage from your: Management, as 
might recommend 5 to thaſe dull W 
Eb 3 


\ 


* | 


The PREFACE —_ 
rits whom its own natural Excellency would ; 
— IJ never affeck. The very Tunings an looſer 
| Touches of a ſweet and well toned Inſtru- 
ment are pleaſant, and what then is the 
8 Harmony when it comes to be played on 
=. by a Mafterly Hand! And how is the mu- 
| keal Hearer grieved when he fees the me- 


_  Jodious Artiſt unſtringing it and laying it 
aide. But Madam, there arc ſom 


e Pleas 
| — —— thine, if Time be their 

Nleaſure, and were your Diſeourſes here no- 
Ver ſo I ſhould ſtill think and be 
ready to complain they were done too ſoon, 
o great and noble is the Subject, and ſo 
” ©. admirable both your Thoughts and Expreſ- 

ions upon it, ſuch Choiceneis of Matter, 
ſuch Weight of Senſe, ſuch Art and Order 


. of Contrivance, ſuch Qlearneſs and Strength 

a 3 of R - ſach Beauty of Language, 
Adee er Stile, ſuch bright and lively 
* F. Images and Colours of things, and ſuch mo- 
ving Strains of the moſt natural and power- 


> > ful Oratory, and all this ſeaſoned with ſuch 
* a Tincture of Piety, and ſeeming to come 
from a true inward vital Principle of the 

moſt ſincere and ſettled Devotion. But 

— — ee ming, when tis next to 
impoſſible that ſuch lively and ſavoury Ro- 
preſentations of the Love af God fhould 

> eee eee 

| quainted 


** 


ee e enn . 
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| quainted with the My yſteries and Secrets o, 


it, or that there ſhould be any ſuch Know- 


Ag 
* . 
* 


| * 
' H 


ledge without the moſt Feed and affectio- ILY | 


nate ſenſe of it, which alone is able to teach 
and make it known, For, contrary to the 
Method of other 
that begets Theory, and thoſe only who 
have their Hearts y warmed and 
animated wich the Love of God, can e 
know or deſcribe its rties. 

MA DAM, Lam very ſenſible what Obli- 
gations I am under to you for the Privil 
of your excellent Correſpondence, thou 
I can never hope that my Thanks ſhould 


ever equal either the Pleaſure or the Advan- 


tis Practice here 


9 


tage I have received by it, or that I ſhould + * 
be ever ahlo to experi the Value 5 Gt wn N 


your Letters, either as to their Ingenuity 
or their Piety. The former of which mig 


make them an Entertainment for an Angel, 


and the latter ſufficient (if poſſible we 
make a Saint of the blackeſt Devil. 


ſure for my own Part I have particular 10 Ch 


ſon to thank you for them, having received 
great ſpiritual Comfort and Advantage by 


them, not only Heat but Light, intellee. 


tual as well as moral Improvement. For (as 


many Diſcourſes as there are upon che 


Subject) I know not whether I have met 
with any that W my Mind, 
| 4 | 


| 
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inlarged my Heart, fo entered and took 
poſſeſſion of my Spirit, 5 have had ſuch 


a al and commanding Influence over 
my whole Soul as theſe of yours. And 1 
ueſtion not but that they would have the 
* Effect upon other Readers if they 
were but expoſed to their View, and would 
help to fan and blow up that divine Fire 
which our Saviour came to kindle upon 
Earth, but which the Neglect of careleſs 
Mien has let almoſt go out. | 
And indeed never was there more need 

of ſuch warm quickning Diſcourſes than in 
this cold frozen Age of ours, wherein the 
Flame of divine Love ſeems not only to 
burn with a blue expiring Light, but to 
hang looſe and 1 juſt ready to fly 
away and be extinct. Syme have not the 
'.” Knowledge of God, was the Complaint of 
St. Paul, and the chief Character of his Time. 
But that of ours is want of the Love of God, 
and which equally redounds to our Shame. 
Perhaps more, ſince the natural Capacity 
+ of our Wills is greater and more extenſive 
than that of our Underſtandings, and he 
that knows but little may yet love much. 
But to our Shame the Reverſe of this is now 
true. There is a great deal of Knowledge 
now a- days and but little Love. Knowledge 
indeed is now in its Meridian, diffuſing at 


rr 


e 


nne \ 15 0 pet + 1 6? 


pg e 
once a very bright and univerſal Li ght, 


but the Love of God is declining 'and j Juſt 


ready to ſet. Strange that our Heads ſhould 
be fo full of Life and Spirits, and yet that 


the Pulſe of our Hearts ſhould boar ſo low! 


But the Ends of the World are come upon 
2 and a double TOES muſt be fulfilled, 
That. in the latter Da s Knowledge 
ſhall increaſe, and that the ove of many 


Hall wax cold. 


O divine Love, whither art thi fled, or 


— 


where art thou to be found! How little af 


thou underſtood, and how much leſs art 


thou confidered and practiſed! What Diſ- 

coveries of thee have been made by the Son 

e and yet what a Riddle art thou ſtill 
he 


orld !. What a Divine Teacher haſt b 


5 had, and yet how few are thy Diſci- 


es! How Cm and raviſhing are thy N 
Please and yet how very few haſt thou 


inamoured by Aa ! While in the mean 


time Covetouſneſs and Ambition have their 


numerous Altars and Votaries, and ſenſual 


Love is continually ſpreading its Victories, 
and leadi 


tives, 


That ever mortal Beauties ſhould be ſaffered 
to vye with thine, that thy Creatures ſhould 
fall in loye with one another, and in the 


mean - 


F 


* triumph its inglorious Cap- . g 
od that thou ſhouldſt be fo iu- 
finitely lovely, and yet ſo little beloved 


by = 
—_ W 
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ingroſs them to themſelyes, beir 
dus of their Incapacity to ſuffice for many, 

tmhoſe that truly 

.. © » have others . too, to multiply 
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-- meantime ne gle& thee, thou infinite, thou 
only tain, 4 6 alone art worthy to haye, 


and who Mane canſt reward their Paſſion ? 


What a juſt Indignation muſt every true 
Lover of God conceive at this ſtrange Diſ- 
* and Ee willing open will he 
- be to help it by promoting 
as far as he 3 Love of E 
World! For this is one great Effect and Sign 
of the Love of God (and the only one I 


. would have added to thoſe you have men- 


tioned) that whereas the Lovers of created 
Beauties are jealous of them, and willing to 


love God are deſirous to 
his 
Votaries, and to make the whole World if 
they can, offer up their Sacrifices upon the 
. amedivine Altar. There cannot be a 


© Pleafure to a true Lover of God than to ſee 
Him loved by others, nor a greater Grief 

than to think what vaſt Numbers of evil 
„ N there arc in Hell, and wicked Men 


pon Earth, who either hate him or imper 


f Fry love him. And what would not ſuch 


i A Soul do, what would ſhe not ſuffer to gain 
'8 Proſelites to the Love of God, and promote 


| the Power and Intereſt of it in the World, 
chat ſo God might be loved in Earth as he is 
| in 


ee FR e (the LOR 


conſci- 
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in Heaven? And how would it anjiaice 
to find her Endeavours ſucceed, to find that 
by careful fanning and blowing, the has at 
length lighted the Fire under the Sacrifice, 

and that by her zealous Endeavours it burns 
and confumes, and ſends up to Heaven a 
grateful Fume? What Satisfaction would ſhe 
take, and how comfortably would ſhe warm 
her ſelf at the Fire which the has kindled?: 

And truly Madam, 
Fuel where with to kindle and nouriſh this 
facred Fire than ſuch Diſcourſes as youss, 


which therefore 1 Wink are too: u 


the Publick not to be due to it. Treaſures 
you know ought not to be concealed, and 


d great is the Diſorder when they are, that 
Ghoſts oftentimes think it worth while to 
ſe to have 


come into our World on 


Wks 


I know no better 


- 
\ : 
* 
. NF 
* 
19 
= 


purpo 
them diſcloſed. To be plain and free, I do 


verily think nothing can be more conducive 
(next to the Breathings of the holy Spirit, 
and the Writings by him. kfd) to pro- 
mote the Love of God, than your Divine 
Diſcourſes, nothing 

its Empire in the Hearts of Men, 


which is 


how you can poſſibly diſpenſe 
ſelf from ſerving it when — 


your 


more effectual to inlarge 
{ excellent an End, that I can 3 W 


in your power, Do 7 ner 
be your Caſuiſt. You know beſt what 


nr, YL, 


AIM oor re al | 


gt"! 


| 3 ed by 


July 2d. Tour very bumble Servant, 


which fuch an 
" reſpondence affords me, I deſigned (when I 


god manners I think I am obliged to return 
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pour Opportunities, and what your Obli- | 


gations'are. Only this, if you communi- 
cate your Letters you will be a general Be- 
neſactor to Mankind, who will be highly 
obliged to thank you, and which is more, 
to bleſs God on your behalf. But if you 
deny the World fo rich a Treaſure, all that 
I have to ſet againſt the publick Loſs will 
e 


be my own greater Privilege, which how- 


ever for the common 


t would willing- 
Madam, | 


J NORRIS. 


— * 4 —> "yy „ 


SIR, 


1 


PREY 


— 


SOmnck : tis your Pleaſure to cloſe this ex- 


J cellent Subject, that I might not with 
it. put an End to thoſe great Advantages 
agreeable and inſtructive Cor- 


had taken notice of ſome few incidentals in 


dur former Letters) to propoſe a new Sub- 
Fe in this, or elſe to deſire you would pleaſe 


to make choice of ſuch an one as you ſhall 
judge of greateſt Uſefulneſs, but that in 


an 


„ e Lg e e , ee eee * 


R 
conclude the old Subject before I introduce. .. 
à new one. Perhapa by this time, and uſon 
maturer Conſideration, you have 1 
your Deſire, which I ſhould be glad 


tin other things, 
it in this} 


values your J 
have too much occaſion to decry 


T am not ignorant that Perſons who have's' 


great deal of Worth themſelves; are too a 
to over- rate the leaft Appearances of it in 
others, and give ſuch Characters of ther 
Friends as better expreſs: hat they would 
have them be, than what they really are. It 
being the Property of thoſe-only who are 
diffident of their own. Merit, $: envy and. 
endeavour to lefſen their Neighbours, and 
becauſe they are little, imagine that others 
are ſo, whilſt thoſe who have noble Souls 

hoy form their Ideas of others ac. 
; to their own worth: And thus it 
— yer] — ſo undeſer ved a Chara- 
&er on ers, concerning which I be- 


Beere wif broad Mind. Is the 
World do you think ack 0m an equitable Cen- 
for that I ſhould care to make it my Cons. | 


feſſor, and expole to its view | 
with the ſame Freedom with which I think? 
Many are the Faults I find in them my ſelf 


* 


your ſake, left the world which ey | 
1 & 


* 


of 


though we are generally over partial to un 


own 


e : 
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Judges 

Eftrits difcoves? How will it gratifie that 

Which they call Wit, but is more truly il 

Nature, to find ſomuch Matter to work on? 

For truly Sir, when we expoſe our Medita- 

tions to the World, we give them a Right 
and we muſt either be content 


4 V a - 
l = 
N . 
1 4s 

ö I, ” "I - * 

774 j 

Wh 4 7 

d 
1 ff 

1 17 7 : ne” 

: \ 5 

75 ; | 1 
44 , "4 


. Detraction, and never thinks his Fame will 

wech high as when tis built on the Ru- 

uo of his Neighbours. A very prepoſterous 

Way in my Opinion, to get ar increaſe Re- 
putation For where is the Glory of excel» 

; / | Jing thoſe who have little or no Excellency 
in chem? No, let them thine 4 ä 
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can, and if then L can out- ine them, 
1 confileratle: Alda @ N 2 
my Character. The Cenfurethtreforethat 
— in the World is one Reaſon why 
Lam againſt Printing. If a Body have na 
Worth, to what end ſhould they expoſe 
themſelves, and bring their Weakne& to the 
Light? And if they have, Concealment is 
their wiſeſt Choice, eee 
to find moe Envy than 

For it is the Cuſtom of the World when 
they behold a ſhining Virtue, to ſtrive xa. 
ther to reduce it to their Level, than to rife a 
to its exalted 'Tis odds whether 
ſuch a Man can benefit others, who are too. 
oft reſolved not to be benefited by him, but, 
he is certain to ſuffer himſelf. Every buſie ' 
finger will be pulling the Flie out of his Box 
of Oyntment, not to advance but to leſſen 
its Price. If he be guilty of alittle Miſtake 
or Inad (and who is ſecure there- 


vertency 
from?) Charity ſhall never be called on to 
di 


of it, but it ſhall be bandied about, Ft 
heightened and aggravated, not only to his, 
but even to the Reproach of Wiſdom and 
Virtue it ſelf, Since then the Air is to Un. 
kind, let's keep our tender Plants beneath” . * 
a Glaſs; tis enough that they lie open to 55 
the Obſervation and Influence of the U 
of Rightcouſncss, _ that when Occaſion 
ſerves, 15 


Aw rr eee TTY ET LELELITIESTS 


1 ä Fay ty; a Friend may be admit te 
1 and taſte them. Theſe and ſome ry 
ſiderations have recommende% to me, my 
darling, my beloved Ohſcurity, which 
cCeourt and doat on above all Earthly Bleſ- 
lings, and am as ambitious to flide gen 

14 _ _ through the World, without fo much as 
being ſeen or taken notice of in it, as others 
are — and make parade on its Thea- 

ter. And therefore, though I deſire by all 
Alaudable means to ſecure a good, I will moſt 
induſtriouſly ſhun a great Reputation. Not 
that I want Ambition, perhaps there is too 

much of that in my Temper, but becauſe I 
Th. cannot endure to have my Glory and Re- 
. „Ward foreſtalled, nor can be content to re- 

ceive my Plaudit from any but an Infallible 
Judge. Tis enough for me to do well, let 
who will take the Praiſe of doing it, there 
being in my Opinion no Encomium compa- 
=_ phe to that which they ſhall one Day hear, 
Vo ſeek, GOD's Glory and deſpiſe their 
oon. And though I bear in me too much 

Allay to be apprehenſive of great Commen- 
D - dations; yet, to confeſs the Truth, I as 
Ute care for Cenfure, having. not yet ob- 

|” —-* tained that perfect Indifferency to publick 
Fame which I endeavour after, bectaſe I 


ſuppoſe tis ſcarce poſſible to command our 
. e 8 of Tem- 
| 2 | 1 0 Per, 


bien 


e eee ee eee LD nnen nn” 


— cle 
Urs are my Reaſons againſt 


I 


_ 
It Livouts too mach of Bonralg 
tation Y trouble the World with lack Par 
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ee 
1 praiſe as well as to 


which are put neceffary, s 


m give che 


and Infirmitics 


9 dur Hemour, and 
as we 


too to over-rate our ſelves, and com- 


we muſt not expect to find People 
ant as to bear — 


„or per- 
expoſe it. 


tion, Fr roy 


over-ballances them all; "whatever 
may ſay of Tei "to td Good ene 


to me the only irreſiſtible one. And indeed, 
thing I have wt 


could The convinced any 
would ſerve the Ends of Piety, I ſhould de- 
ſpiſe the Cenſure of the wett d- be-Cxitieks, 
e 


eee 


private very laudably de- 
end te py E which remember make a 
Part of ſome of my Letters. Alas Sir; were 


be rn 
they Will weign W un 
you, for I muſt needs config one of "yours 0 
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of a Lexter rend is ſuc Compoſitions im- 
proper for publik view. Thoſe Civilities 
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y to value whatever relates to us om 
no other Account but becauſe it does ſo, burt 
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Ate all otherInconveniencies.. And perhaps 
a little Cenſure is — ye to correct that 
Vanity your too good O may have 
raiſed in me, and which 1. you would 
be leſs expreſſive of for the future. "Tis 
enough * me to obtain the-inward, Eſteem 
of any vertuous and deſery pris np pe the 
_ greateſt Kindnels they W is to ac- 
quaint me with ſuch Faults as leſſen and 
ohſtruct it. IG Af | 2424 0046) 
Bur if thoſe excellent and elaborate Dif 
—— that are abroad, have ſo little Effet 
on the generality of Mankind, how can I 
expect my crude Rapſodies ſhould have 
any? Pardon me that I expreſs ſo mean an 
Opinion of any thing you are pleaſcd to 
commend, I would not do it in any other 
Caſe. But all Men will not ſee with your 
Eyes, whoſe Candor has bribed your Judg- 
ment, and I am obliged to you as Homer 
and Virgil are to their Commentators, for 
diſcovering Beauties in them 1 they 
themſelves perhaps never ſo much as dreamt 
of Have you indeed been affected with my 
Letters? "Tis not through any Force of 
— but the Goodneſs of your on Tem- 
For Hearts ſo full of Love to GOD, 
I. Tinder, catch at every Spark. But alas, 
there is too much green Wood in the World 


to * 1 Flame ſhould 
mw a n . 
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* 


Wr 
Eindle it. Your Letters indeed would be 
er werd and I think they are in- 15 
tire yes, nor do they need 
a Foil; chat I cannot i to what 
Purpate mins will ſerye, it de to de- 
bc mg to a Peruſal of them, who want-. . 
— *. "Zh 
have the Curioſity to inquire 

what "can be the Produd of « Womans Fe, 
and to excite a generous Emulation in my 
Sex, perſunde them to leave their inſigni- 
ficant Purſuits for Employments worthy of 
them. For if one to whom Nature has not); . . 
been over liberal, and Who has found but- EX 
little Aſſiſtanoe to ſurmount its Defect, by * 
employing her Faculties the right way, 5 „ 
by a moderate Induſtry in it, is inabled tag 
write talerable Senſe wa ee not they per- 
form ho enjoy all that Quickneſs of Parts? 
and other Advantages which ſhe wants? 
And I heartily wiſh they would make the 
Experiment, b far am I from: coveting the 
Pameob betta ingulie) that tis my very 
great Trouble it ſhould be any bodies Won- 
der to meet with an ingenious NMoman. 

Ix therefore you over- rule me, and re- | 
ſolve to have theſe Papers go abroad, it ſhall; 
be on theſe Conditions; firſt, that you make 
no mention of my Name, no not ſo much 
b e x and next, that you: 
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abet bs Lady Whom ſhall name 
to yon, or eli gie me leave tu do it. For 
though nons can be les fond of Dedicati- 
„donn, or has 10 little Ambition tu be known 
+ + to thoſe WhO are: called great yet out of 
the Regard Lowe to the ghtious- Author 
cannot but pay a very 


cod er 
_\# a no my a Refpe& to one who fo nearly reſem- 
"n him. And where can a Diſtourſe of 


the Love of GOD be more appoſitely pre- 
ſented than to a Soul that conſtantly and 

brightly ſhines with theſe Celeſtial Flames ? 
7 75 P One whom, now we have duly ſtated the 
| _ Meaſures, I may venture to fay, I love with 

Wt the greateſt Tendernefs, for all muſt love 
i * . ber who have any Eſteem for 
tl — - Goodneſs, who value an early 


Piety and 
eminent Vertue. All true Lovers of GOD 


being like excited Needles,” Which eleave 
not only to him their Mug net, but even to 
one andther. A Lady, whom for the good 


of out Sex I would endeavour to deſcribe, 
were I 


capable to write the Character of a 
t and finiſhed Perſon 4 but it re- 
quires a Soul as bright, as 5 as refined 
as her Ladyſhips, to give an exact 
tion of ſuch Perſections! A Lady b 
cates that Part of her Life intirety io her 
Maker's Service, which the generality think 
00 2 05 to ſerve 9 Who in the 


Bloom 


Dre Dr 


— 


1 


Boom ur her Tear, deſpi 


has made 
if the 


are not forward to commend one another; ol 


their ies to this admirable Peron, 


ſtant and regular Attendance on the pub» . | -* I 4 


ſected 


— Bong. fs — EIT 


The PREPAGE. 


whetever may; 5. 
noble Cloice, - 
ö R 
Ton at this rate, ſhe'll quickly _ - 
— ol and oblige the World  — _ 
with what was never mort wanted than | 
now; an exact and living Tranſeript of Pri- | 
mitive/Chriftianity. So good The is that | 
even Envy it felf has never a But to inte. 
fere with her Praiſes, and though Women 5 F 


ons — Marys z and 
withdraw her from 


I never met with any that had en 
card of her, who did not willingly 


and if Praiſe be due to any Mortal, doubt- 10 
leſs ſne may lay the greateſt Claim to it. 
But not to relie wholly on Report, I my ſelf 
have obſerved in her ſo much See een 1 
and Modeſty, ſo free from the leaſt Tinc- * * 
ture of Vanity, ſo inſenſible of that Worth, 
which all the World admires; fuck a * 


lick Worſhip of GOD, Prayers and Sacra- 
ments; fnch a ſerioua, reverent and unaf- 
fo fervent and fo prudent, 
iv dd of Heat and Light, fo - 
Nene Gum 1 Ferm N 1 
tremes of | Coldneſs and Enthuſiaſm, s - 38 
66 % 


eres. 


Tho PREFAGE: 


"Ga eee Time I prayed by her, 
fancy my. ſelf in the Nei hbonrlicns of 
Seraphick Flames! 'But— my Expreſſions 
are too flat, my Colours too dead to draw 
ſuch a lovely Piece! Would to GOD . 
would all tranſcribe, not this imperfect 
Copy, but that incomparable Original ſhe 
daily gives us; that Ladies may be at laſt 
convinced that the Beauty of the Mind is 
the moſt charming Amiableneſs, becauſe 

i at iing ext) toaft divind;. and that no 


DODrnaments are ſo becoming to a Lady as 
WMA 0 5 Robe of 2 2 . this: 1 | 
5 „ FF G 

i Fa " 
ih} , . be u e Ons v $4 r 1 
| {= Pollen to the „Pre. 

* | HO' Authorities go lee ber little 
Wl | way with me in Queſtions whoſe De- 
my. termination depends upon Mcafures of Rea- 
N ſon, yet finding that the great and general 
16 | Objection that tlics againſt the preſent Con- 
[118 eluſion is the pretended Singularity of it, T 
1 Ore it eee 9 
ll; ; 


— — — — 


reer 


Fu n A U % wd is 41 Wh” 1-44 


© The/PREFACK |: Þ 
| nal Paſſage which (ſince the writing the m- Þ 
face) IL have met with in the late Continuaa -.- 
tion des Bfſais de morale Part 2. Tom. 1. Pag. 


where upon that Text of St. Peter, I 
| ew 2 on and pilgrims ab- 


&c. the excellent Mo- 
But ⁊ubat is the Ex- 


* 9 wW-A „ — 2” U. * - he # 


tent 7550 222 Defres which St. Peter 79 
forbids us f it is eafie to mar it out. Fr a I 

that whichss not God is tarnal , to "0 

the Scripture, becauſe it is a Conſe yon, iy ie”. 4} 

the .of the Heart, which havi 1M 

ratedus 1 425 $i 

1 Sara eee , 

| ſhe feels 28 i by the Po Crea- Y U 
8 ture s. Whether tbeſe ObjefFs are im W | 
| or corporal, the Deſires zwhich ave uy f 7 
| them are always carnal in the 1 
| Scrapture: For which reaſon it ist at. Y f 
a ulputs Diſſentions and Emulations among * 1 
| the Works of the Fleſh. 60 that it'is am ½ß]? 
leſs carngl Luft to defire Glory and Re * 

tion, and all that ſerves in order toit, than «I 

a to defire the Pleaſures of the Body, —_ Th 
theſe Objefis are no more our true Good 14 
than the other. God does no more permit that _ . i} 
1 we ſbould part our Love between him and | | 
0 Reputation, heteueen bim and the 5 
of Men, than between bim and fraſting alt! 
ether Bodily Pleaſures. For tis aways the 
e r 
1 

1 

| 4 


rern 
* "TY of OT OY 


Rar F 
71 15 always a Debaſe ment the Soul, zwbick 
and de. 


Faint for GOD flame 
grades ber ſe in bring 
 _ Greatureentberequalor immniuuo her fe 
BE oe n the only and in 
VU F ee _ Heart, aud tit 01 
becauſe tis in effet ta de. 
| >; pay him Dee 
Tov ſec here is the Judgment of a whole 
Bociety of great Men, no lefs than the Illu 
Acious Port Royokof Fristen elend and 
= picts Terms as can be ny 
wi \- e thoſe Wi- 
145 ters; who have cither ditefly aſſarted this 
\ ar that —— inſinnate it. here 
is hardly a Book of Morality: or Devotion 
....,- extant wherein P of this Nature are 
vot to be found. I do not ſry there are ma- 
ny that offer to deduce this Concluſiom 
ftom Princi dut chat it is zerall 
and 8 at, Which is to ſhew 
the irreſiſtible eee of the Tran 
ON imputation ty and Singulari 
who undertake upon a ec Groand 
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To Mr. Nognis 


op 4 OY re roy . r 
U ? * 12 * * wy . 
y "lag * , 


1 nw, Boud as to . 
to his own Sex, or to enyy it in ours, 
po red to beg his Attention a little to 
n cies of a Womag's Pen. 
1 . 254 In 


Sir, there is ſ@me'reaſon why 
I, though a Stranger, ſhould" addrefs” to 
ation of my Judgment} ſince you 
| . have increaſed my Natural Thirſt for 
| | | be. For though I can't — * Multitu 
Vl 14 9 of Books, Variety of Languages, . 4 


puke - Refolution of my Doubts, and 
Truth, and ſet me up for a Yirtuoſo. 
van tages of Academical Education, or any 


. 2 but what my own/Curiafity affords ; 
; yet, Thinking is a o_ that no Rational 
if N Ereature can want; N. rims 


ern; 9 you have taught 
i with Purity and 3 (which I 
1 wiſh were as much d as they are 
WT  . caly to practiſe) is the way and method to 
„ true Knowledge. But ſetting Preface and- 
1 6 | Apology. alide, the occaſion of giving you 
RR. this trouble is this 
Wh - *FRxravpinG the other dep the Third Vo- 
lume of your excellent Diſcourſes, as I do 
every thing you Write with great Pleaſure 
-. - and no leſs Advantage; yet taking the 
 _ "liberty that uſe with other Books, (and 
TO ''yonrs or no bodies will bear it) to raiſe; all 
the Objections that ever WW 


* * — * 
th 
Fc] 1 


7e MPC uu rr rr or rr 1 


_ without your aſſiſtance I Kn.]]N ot how. (-o a 
Mrs there is 


—— GOD 3 
them undergo the ſevereſt Teſt mx 
Thoughts can put em to, beſore they 
paſs for currant, a diſficulty aroſe, whicb 


ſolve. N 1 h (I3 qt $(...3.' TG Ie T at , 
all the reaſon in the 
World to oonclude, That G 0 D is the 
only efficient Cauſe of all our Senſations, 


you have made it as clear as the Day; 
and it is equally clear from the Letter of 1 
the Commandment, 7 1 14" 
1 

e 


what is Lovely, and nothing is Lovely but ] 
what is our Good, and nothing is our Got 
but what does us and nothing does | 
us Good but what cauſes Pleaſure in us 
may we not by the ſame way of ar gung 
fay, That that which Cauſes Pain in s 
does not do us Good, (for nothing you tay * & 
does us Good but What Cauſes 7 LY 
and therefore.can't be our Good, and if not 1 
our Good then not Lovely, and conſe- 
quently not the proper, much leſs the 
only Object of our Love. Again, if the _ 
Author of our Pleaſure. be upon that ac. 
count the only Object of our Love, _— BO 
ty | 5 


— 


by che ame reaſon the e 
cat be the Object of our Loves and if 
1 ; boch theſe Senſations be produced: r 

W 14 ACS of our Love, a e er Avid 
ion; EAA is as natural to avoid and fly. 


e e e ee - 
N 4 W NR 


That 


80 that if theſs Principles, . 


60 is the Efficient \Cauje of — 
43/38 - vifetions, Pain'ss Oy 

wy 7 9 — of our Love, 2 

1 — ve they äte; it will 

Na 3 either that the being the 

Wh 9 of our Pleaſure is not the true and 

2 Reaſon why that Cauſe ſhould be 

eee for the Author 

to our Love 

& the Author of ur dee) Or ci if 


— 342 — = [the — Gepe of our ons Love, un — 
nothing being Lovely but what does us 


SGood, + — ptemf that — Cauſes 

7 Fan dee u Good as well as that which 
. thereſore it can't be 
be | F ene 


FI | 
a * 8 7 7 F r A Nee ee r 
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13 60 3 
true, That nothing does us Good, zune 
Cauſes Pleaſure. 
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PrkHars I have expreſs'd my ſelf but 
crudely, yet I;;am perſuaded! I've faid 
enough for one of your Quickneſs to find 
out either the th or weaknels of. this 
ObjeRion.- I ſhall not therefore trouble 
you any further, but to beg Pardon for this, 
and to wiſh you all imaginable” Happinels, 
if it be not abſurd to wiſh Felicity to one 
who. already+poſitfies a Virtuous, Leg 99 N 
ant neee 


F490 any Be: 
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Hoven' in Civility to your Perſon, 
oughit to have been 
1 ' more © ſpeedy, yet conſidering the weight of 

our Letter, I think it cannot be well too 
w, and 1 hope you will in Equity allow: 
\ ffs time to recover my ſelf out of that 
4, wonder I was caſt into, to ſee ſuch a Letter 
from a Woman, beſides what was neceſſary 
to conſider the great and ſurpriſing Con- 
tents of it. * throughly compre- 
hend the Argument of my Diſcourſe, in 
that you have pitch'd upon the only 
— 4 Objection to which it is liable; 

Which you. ave alſo preſs'd ſo well, ind 
very home, that I can't but greatly 
admire the Light and Penetration of your 
Spirit. One of your clear and exact 
thoughts might cafily ſatisfie your ſelf in 
| any Difficulty tLat ſhall come in your 
way, as having brightneſs enough of your 
don todiſpel any Cloud that may fit * 


- 7 | 
N UF TT ĩ ö an 


Tie Lone of GOD. 7 


the Face of Truth; but however, ſince 


you have condeſeended to apply your elf 

to me for Satisfaction, I ſhall endeavour as 

well as I can to ſol ve nm 
4 | 


grant the two main things contended for, 
vis. That GOD is the only Efficient Canſe 


ſeems not. 2 Clear, by which I ſups. ©. 
you that it does not ſeem 
follow from G O D's being the only Catiſe # 


ject of our Love Or, that GOD is not 
thereſore the only Obje&t of our Love, be- 


cauſe he is l Cauſe of our Senſations; 
that is in ſhort; you grant the things, but 


you queſtion the Connexion. 


N o before I conſider: the Objedtion 4 
it, give me leave to tell 


you. urge againſt 
ou that I think it very clear, 


Abſolute, but Relative Good is the For- 
mal Object of our Love; that i is, that we 


love a thing not as it is good in it ſelf; 
but as tis good to us; and conſequently; 
GOD is the Obje& of gen Love, not a 
hei is , but a he is Relatively 


A YO 
q —— 899 «as c- 
4 -w 
. - 
* 


ade therefore firſt of alk nharins_ 


" all our Senſations ; and that by the 
9 GOD ought 
to be the: Sale Object of our Love. Oly 
„ W 


6 Jer ;aJ 

PR: 
WP. 
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of our Senſations; that he is the-only. Ob= 


That not 


C300 
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FBF Good, as be is a ae 
3 us. ere 60D is to. deſire him 
el - 


zs our Good. I do not deny but that tlie 
. 6f G0 D/ the Natural 
Perfection of his Effence, is alſo the true 
O Obje&of our Love; but not 4s/Abfolate, 
but as Relative; that is, not as rie a Per- 
ſection in him, "but as the ſame ma bea 
Perfection to us; as it makes us more happy 

by the Pleaſure that we take, either in the 
Contemplation, or in the Fraition of fe. 
1 and excellent a Being. So that 
75 > the abſolute Perfection of G O D muſt be- 
> OE 
"Foxx, (0 M. Malebranche Ob- 
| A1 her in thinking 
60, ve conſider 
but an infinite Re- 
ality or Perfection, we are 
* theOrler requires 
fleem him "infinitely. But 
from this alone we do not neceflarily con- 
clude” that we ſhould: adore him, fear him, 

Love him, &. GOP 'confiderod only in 
_,*- - | himſelf, or without any Relation to us 
. "does not excite thoſe rg of the 
Soul which THE or to the 
Quauſe of its Happineſs. Nothing indeed 
| „ „ 
a | e 


"2 


FDD n Wr 


| ale 008 f „ 
perfect, ought to pe infinitely ecm 1 
and I am apt to believe, that there is tio! | 45 
Spirit that can reſuſe G O D this ff 
tive Deve, as conſiſting only in a fſim pile 
Jadgmen t, which is pot in our power e 
ſpend Maden the Evidence is intire. 80 
ys even wicked Men, thoſe who have 12 
no Religion, thoſe who deny Providence, 
may be ſuppbs d voluntarily to render 
G 0D this fort of Devoir. Bat then” 
ſu withal, that GOD ( how © 4 
perfect and good ſoever in himſelf”) does 
not at all intereſs or cohcern himſelf wit!!! 
us or our Affairs; and that he is not the)" 
true and immediate Cauſe of all the 
which they enjoy, notwithſtanding the 
| Notion they have of the Abfolute Per- "© 
fection of G O * en conſider him nut 
as thyir good, and ingly do 'not 
apply themſelves to the be Love him, but. .*' 3 
brutally follow the agreeable moyemm  Þ 
of their Paſſions. From all which 8% ©: XZ 
clear, that G O D is to be loved not r 
for his Abſolute, but for his Relative A 5 


that 7 * 


1 if it be tre in the = 
elative good is the O Love, 2 

that G OD LE LE nod M 5 
he is our good, then it will follow, that if „ 5 
WW e 


o l T 9 
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: 5,9 
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* 8 3 1 
1 * * 
20 


4 9. 
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eee, 


| growdy you can call tour Os 
| Edd only, 
w_ import. 
upon this, thas he opſy Þ our £6 
as the reaſon w 
at all, is beca 
-- WAY 2 are to Lo 
uppoſition you grant, 
other, but cw he only is £004, 
" And fince he cannot be our only good any 
' otherwiſ 2 an be (is ho only, 0g 
uuſe of. our Pleaſure, it follows, that his 
being the only true Cauſe of our Pleaſure, 
r he ought to be the 
only Objet of our ENS his I think, 
is ear and evident, and therefore though 
I ſhould reſt here, as not being able to 
Anſwer all the Objections to the contrary, 
this ought not to be any prejudice to the 
Truth of what is maintain d. For this I 
take to be a ſure Rule, that we are to 
ick to what we wy ſee, notwithſtand- 
I ing * Objettion that may be brought 


DR. EDS SEES Lt CEE n 
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Sz 8 


cf Pam as ſuch, can be no reaſon of Love. Ns "i 
But I ſuppoſe your meaning is, whe | 
| 


BEBE FSEGEABES DE SS Sie 


a 
> ET E 5. "FC- 


ue 60D. We”: 
it, and hot What Wi . 
en is obſcure, it 3 
7er e le e e * 

n pallet of Trat, the? attended | 
with ſome Diffcalties which he knows not 1 
welk how to ſolve. But let us fer hen 
yours ate of that Natute. 12" Tod e 
Tov ay, if we muſt Love nothing bur n 
Whit is ely, and nothing be 75,0% e 


bat what is our go, and 1 * oy 1 


but what does us good, and nothing 
2 gel, bur what cvnſes Plefire n br # 
ly not by the fame way of a 


prove, that what cauſes Pain in us does nx 
bed — and therefore can't be our g FA » 
not our eg. then not Lovely, 4 


2 macht ery + +” 
the only of our 1 "Tracy it i +; 12-1 1 


not ſo far as it cauſes Pain ; for the cauſing” 


8 * 


we may not by the fame way of 


prove, that What cauſes Pain is not ata e 
the Object of Love ? To which T Anbner, j x NN 
That if that which cauſes Pain does it in aal 
reſpects after the fame manner as it causes 
Pleaſure, the cauſing of Pain will, for ought” WY J 
T can at preſent ſe to the contrary,” be-ag (1 | 
good an Argument for its not being to be 5 : 
loy'd, 1 4 


- - 
4 * 
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Indiſpoſition for ſo Sovereign a Good. 


rte, Bat thus it not inthe pe- 


| ſent 8 


when G OD cauſes Pleaſure, 
wills it for its ſelf, and naturally delights 


: 4 . oy ” * De- 
in it, as comporting with his primary 0 
„ * 1 ( 


\ G 
* *% {2 : 
Y 5 * 
» 
7 „ 
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4 beg 


tion. Though I 
as truly the Effe& of GOD a 
Pleaſure, (for I — not what elſe 
cauſe it) yet it is not after the ſame manner 
the Effect of G OD as Pleaſure is. Pleaſure 
is the natural, genuine and direct Effect of 
GOD, Nee 


directly and by Accident. For firſt, tis of 


the proper Nature of G O D to produce 


- Pleaſure, as conſiſting of ſich eſſential Ex- 
cellencies and Perfections as will neceſſarily 


beatifie and make happy thoſe Spirits, who 
are, by being in their true Order, 
<6 Jiſpos d for the Enjoyment. of him. 
But if His ſame excellent Nature occaſion 
pain to other Spirits, this is only indirectly 
and by . by reaſon of their Moral 


Again, as 'tis thus in Reference to the Na- 


ture of G OD, ſo in Reference to his Will. 
D antecedent and primary Deſign is 
theHappineſs of all his Creatures (for twas 


for this 1. he made them) but if 1 of 


them in the event prove miſerable, tis 
Deſign, and only 


wholly befides his firft 
by a ſubſequent and { Will. Again, 


tis becauſe he 


Ggn 


Jets 


%- 


Ze of GOD. of 


| 
| fign which is the Happineſs of bis Cres 
5 but when he cauſes Pain, tis not 
that he wills it from within, or for it {elf 
(for ſo tis not at all lovely) but only from - 
without, and for the al of ſomething 
elſe as it is neceſſary to the Order of his 
Juſtice. For you are to conſider, that af 
there had been no Sin, there wou'd never 
have been ſuch a thing as Pain, which is a - 
lain Argument that GOD wills our Plea» | 
are as we are Creatures, and' our Pain 
only as we are Sinners. But now in mea - 
furing our Devoirs to GOD, we are nt 
to conſider how he ſtands. affected to ds PAL 
as Sinners, but how he ſtands affected to 
us as Creatures, how he is diſpoſed to- 
wards us as we are his Work, and not as 
we have made our ſelves. And therefore 
if as Creatures he Loves us, and. Wills our 
Happineſs, that lays a ſallicieat Founda- 
tion for our Love to him; and 'tis not 
treating us with Evil as Sinners that can 
oyerturn it, 

IxvzzD if GOD had deſigned us for” 
miſery, and inflicted it upon us as Crea- 
tures, ir this had been ha 
rect Intention, his Natural and Original 
Will, according to the Syſtem of thoſs - 
who ſay, That GOD Men on pur. 
9 in Damn them, then indeed I fee r no- 


3 N 
** * 1 


„ 4a rare ru eee dy e 7 ANNA RR eee u. ee 


14 1 et. © 
=_ that ſhonld hinder your Objection 
| * ia. place, GOD Wah not then 
heed; r, much leſs (v po ou ſay) th | 
jel of our Love, at leaſt as. 
tho: muſerable Wretches 4 6 deſtin deftin'd t 
. y the way is to me a De- 
ra at upon ppoſiti 
Hye GOD wills and cauſes Pleaſure, 1 
us ag Creatures, and puts us to Pain 9 
20 Sinners, there will not be the fame x 
for our not loving him u pon the a6- 
count of his the Author - 3s Pain, 
2 n 
For we ſtand 
Van iged to GOD: 28 Wo are, Creatures, 
and If in that Relation GO D be our 
Benefactor, and the Author of our | 
He has a ſafficient Right; and if the only 
Author, the only Right to our Loye, 
though as Sinners he puts us to Pain, whi 
= ke thus will'd and effected by GOD 
; 4 ter a manner {o different from . Pleas, 
> % 4575 cannot ſo well de for out not 
MY ing him, as this does for qur loving him. 
. Which Ma to take off the eee 


we Wu Au will be equally e your 
For whereas you further 
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. the Love of G:OD. 15 * 
fure and Pain ) be produced by the fame 
Cauſe, then that Cauſe is at once the Ob. 
je of our Love and of our Averſion: 
— that if 


he is juſtly to de the Object of our Feary 
but not of our Averſion. We are ind | 
| * as 


* 


whether that invinci 
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do not fin Eternally in ſo doing is 
bp "Bot 1. ſhall determine 
nothing here, thinking it ſufficient for 
my preſent purpoſe, that this is no reaſon 


BN 


mw G OD ſhould: be the Object of any 
Mans Averſion in this Life, WG 
Author of Pain we are indeed to Fear, 
but not to Hate, the the I OD neg 
ian 
Now as f our laſt That if 
* Principles, viz. That GOD: is the 
3 5 Efficient Caitſe of. our Senſations, Pain as 
well as Pleaſure, and that he is to be the 
AC 2 09 0ha8 of on our Love, be firm and true, 
it will then „either that the being 
| r 
1 good you ſhould ſay to make a right An- 
J .., titheſis) is not the true and proper reaſon 
wy + why that Cauſe ſhould be the Object of 
_ 3. uur Love, or elſe if it be, then ſomething 
dei does us Good beſides that which cauſes 
gur Pleaſure ; or as you otherwiſe word 
it, That which cauſes Pain does us Good 
4s Well as that which produces Pleaſure, 
as I think neither of theſe Conſequences. 
3 need be admitted. e 
1 have ſhewn you, That GO D's bein 
© - the Cauſe of our Pleaſure is a ſufficient — 
gs POS reaſon * he ſhould be the 
Pa] Object 


by 0 . of our Le by t\ ithſtandi - that. 
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which is alſo, but after 4 different 
manner cans'd by him. As to * 22 
ſuggeſt to the contrary, namely, That 
the Author of our Pain has as — a Title 
to our Love as the Author of our Pleaſure: 
Tis true, he that is the Author of our 
Pain has as good a Title to it as the Au- 
thor of our Pleaſure, becauſe they are both + 
one and the fame; but not as he is the + 
Author of our Pain. He has a Title to ON 
our Love not for that, but nortmithſiandingg 4 
that. Tis his being the cauſe of our Plea® , + _, } 
ſure that makes him the je "OE 
| is, notwitj- 
| the Author of Pain. 


beſides that which cauſes our Ple - 
mely Pain, the Cauſe of our Sen- 
fations, Pain as well as Pleaſure being the” 
bje& of our Love. I anſwer, Pain may | 
in ſenſe be ſaid to do us good, | 4 
it may occaſion to us ſome that ex- 
ceeds its own proper Evil. But ſormallx 
and it does not do us good, 46 
not making us while actually under it, 
Happy but Miſerable. Nor is there need” | 
that upon our Suppoſition it ſhould, GOD 
tow — being 


* 


ene rere 


28 Beneficial as Pleaſure, 
the Evil of the — does not fruſtrate 
the Obligation that ariſes from the good 


| 


# 
& 
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ns Litter concerning... 
| | being ſafficiently-lovely- to us as the Aw 
_ thor of our Pleaſure, to which we need 


©; againſt me, againſt 
75 . lovelineſs of GOD to 


% confiſt in his Relative 


In which — e e M 
would not en 


it be 
an Olgeaion againſt my — Thet 
GOD is alſo the Author of Evil, then 


not add the advantage that may acerue 
by Pain, or ſuppaſe Pain to be in it felf 


tis enough if 


of the latter. eee dearth _ 
it does not, 


it may have, is not 


but lies equally 


i 


the Conſequ 


tion. 
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Mana is 1 be fad off that i pil 1 
Gantordtmwts ink ws mac upon this ora. e 
fon, and 1 as much as 18 N 
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To Mr. Nozze 5 15 
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pa vou made me 
. W. ns gc llent Letter ; for 
which I would en e Acknowledg- 


ble to its Value and my Reſentments. Nor 
is there any thing 
with-hold my Aſſent, but that too favou- 
rable Opinion you ſeem to have conceivy'd. 
of a Perſon who has conſiderable 
in her but an honeſt Heart, and à Loye to 
Truth. I am therefore exceeding glad to 
find this noble and neceſſary Theory, Tha, 
God is the ſole Obje of our Love, ſo well 
eſtabliſh d. Indeed any one of the three 
Principles you argue from in your Printed 
Diſcourſe, is a ſufficient ground for that 
Concluſion. it may be y inferr'd both 
from GOD's being the Author of our Love; 
and from the Obli 
conforming to his 
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ill, as well as from. 


CD 


ments, but that I want Expreſſions ſuita- * 
in it from which I can 


ation we are under f 
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it were as ealy to perſi 
Whole weight of their Dehre on their 


CONC 


: 
> 


1 
Th 


111 


EMT 


5 * 
E ; 
* 
%., 


L 
FL 
FH 


rr T ⁵˙ EEE ESSE BEA. 


8 


80 Reer 
Eee 
Im t to our entire Lope of him,” 
that I'm almoſt perſuaded to rank it among 
the Motives to it. For though Pain con- 
ſidered abſtractedly is not a Good, yet ic 
nay be ſo circumſtantiated, and always 24 
oo GO D: inflitts it, as to be a Goode 
To the pious 
tention and in the Event; and though 
inflicted as . Men, 
it is however materially good, being (as 
Fee an ARof GOD's Jute, And 


L K enen TRAP": 1 L AA.» & ER "1 $0575 ki 
l 
l 


E 


Man it is ſo both in the In- 


think it is an unqueſtionable Maxim, that 


all our Good is wholly and abſolutely from 
GOD, and all our Evil purely and intirely 
from our ſelyes. Whatever Methods GOD 
uſes to draw us to himſelſ, I am fully per- 
ſuaded are good in — 0g 

for us, being they proceed fram in | 
Goodneſs; and tend towards it. And there- 
0 has made us N 19 


and deſigned as well aas 
Ple - that by: - 
theſe two different Handles he might the 


ure in order to our as 


better move and direct our Souls towards 


himſelf their true and only Felicity, I fee 


no reaſon but to conclude that he is every: - & N 


whit as lovely when he n 
when enn. 
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Fon the — 


Mien do, or 
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my Letter Was 
principally in \ Poveie of a Notion 
which I have entertain'd, (and which you 
ft confirm me in by what you add in 
Four Poſticript,) vis. That Afflictions, by 
which we uſually underſtand 
- Painful, are not Evil but Good, which at 
firſt ſeem'd to be contradicted by 
Aſſertion, That nothing does us good but 
what cauſes Pleaſure, though upon ſecond 
2 1 think are conſiſtent 
And if there be any ſhadow of 
a di nt I ſuppoſe it ariſes only from 
the equivocalneſs of the words Pleaſure 
and Pain, as in truth our miſtakes. are 
chiefly owing to our encumbring one 
word with divers Ideas, moſt of the Con- 
x troverſies that are in the World being in my 
0 rather about words than things. 
IMG Br y Pleaſure I ſuppoſ; pole you mean in gene- 
ral, all thoſe grateful Senſations which Man- 
kind i is capable of; that is, all ſuch as are 
truly agreeable to our Nature: For I know 
not how it can conſiſt with the purity of 
tze moſt holy GOD, to ſay, he is the Au- 
thor of thoſe pleaſing Senſations wicked 
etend to feel in what we call 
ares: ſo that we muſt either 


ſinful Pl 
conclude, that GOD is not the Author of 
. + _theſ irregular Senſations, or elſe that they 


| „ e 
indeed chink it the greateſt nonſenſe in the 
World to callany thing that is ſinful WR 
PAIN you toll tis; is nothing elſe but a 
diſagrecable Mogification-ofithe Soul, an un- 
Thought ogcaſion'd by fomc: outward 
y In Which Definition 


the 
flog. which ſenſible Objects 


there are two things conſtderable, the Beo- 
dily Iampneſon, ad the uneaſitt Thought | 
that is thertuntof And when 
oy or D is the Author of Pain, 
ns o mean; no more than chat an 
1 ht is pꝓtoduc d rin e Soul of 
— Will of GOD, at 11 
> ns by oocaHH⁰ν] that Imptrſ⸗ 
make upon the 
Body. No I ſuppoſe that this diſugteeablss 
Modification is in che inferiour” part of tue 
Soul, that which is exercis d about Objects 
of Senſr, —— neceſſarily and directly 
affect the ſupatiour part, the Underſtanding 


Will, and therefore is no meal Evil to 
hat which is properly the Macy And this l 
take to be the right Notion of Pain conſi- 
dered as a. denſation, and as GOD is che 
— nn ps deny ma re 
it is ſtrictly aud properly an Exil. 
No as this Senſation which: for diſtin - 
Gion ſake L will beg leave to call & _ 
Bodily Pain;is occaſioned by ſome di 
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\ ike” tant, 

ding and Will devia deviate hem 
the Order and Naben of thei Natu 
and are deſtitute of their qo, they 
are as truly (and if they be in Heath 4s 
2 affected with Pain, as the Body is 
when it ſuffers the above-mentioned diſ- 
reckon it the only y pro 
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This I call ena Pain, and do 
Evil of Man, 


both becauſe the Mind the Man, no- 
* 7. and ly his Good or 
sui, but as it his Mind; as alſo 
e becauſe ſo ws he is underiit; 'tis impoſ- 


ſible for him to enjoy any of rea 
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% Happineſs. For where there is à true Vital 
Principle, where the Soul is not quite mor- 
* ried, or at Teſt Paralytick and Diſcard, 
\. "qwillas feel Pain when 'tis thruſt 
. out ofits Nutaral Order, and does not move 


X towards GO the true Term of its Motion, 
2s its Body will when its Members are diſ- 
torted ; will be as ſenſibly affected with 
craving and unſatisfied defires when deſti- 

tute of the Grace of GOD, the proper 

aliment of the Soul, as that is with Hunger 
and Thirſt when in lack of its neceſſary 
kn Foods . 


e e eee 


Tk b Le GOD. 
neſß and darkneſs come upon it when depri- 
FE ie of COIs Gantt) 


that its” infe does When it wants 
theSun' ene Being 
this T take to be the true medning of 


endo nk ond; nd wot it 
as neceſſary to the Soul to feel Pain” 
Torment hen ſhe does not ſtand rig 
ſected to her ' GOD, as when her 
under Skit er outward Videtce: And 


ON ang. Soul, 
the fineneß of its Complexion, 0 is 


25 degree of its Pain when interrapres in 


its Motion towards him. 
Bor n GOD! kr ity fett be Bid to be 


the Author of this Pain? Hath he not taken 


all the Care that is conſiſtent with the Na- 
ture he Hatii given us to ſecure us from it? 
and has made all imaginable” on to 
—— falling into that diſorder which 
| attended with mental Pain; {6 

that wha we fall into it, tis purely 
owing to our own Folly; For though it be 
ſometimes ſaid that GOD! does arbitrarily 
withdraw the cheating Beams of his Coun- 
tenance, which ones. but be uneaſie to us 


bd long as we are under that Eclipte yet 


for my own part, I cannot think that the 
ever does it unleſs to quicken our Defires 


and exerciſs our Graces; and then, ſince cr 
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elſe, tis the noiſom Vapours 


Righ 
we only are to be blam' 


_ fonothing i 


I q ar's | . a $ % 
in order to our greater * eannot 
ſtrictly and abſolutely be call d an Evil. Or 


raiſe. a Cloud between us and the Sun of 
which bei aps ym foal 
. Nor do 


believe GOD ever denies bis 


and habitually reſus d it. 80 that in 25 
mental Pain is 1 more nor leſs than 
which I take to be the true and WET of 

4 Man. For as nothing is good but GO 

is efſentially evil but Sin, beca 
nothing elſe is directly oppoſite to the Eſ- 
ſence of Goodneſs, Since therefore GOD can 
in no manner of Way be ſaid to be the Au- 


thor of Sin, he cannot 15 the Cauſe of mental 
Pain; And I know no Hypotheſis that does 


infer it except the Predeſtinarian, which for 
that Reaſon I take to be irrational and ab- 


ſurd, and can ſcarce forbear Siving it ſeve- 
ter Epithets. 


Tus ſhort is, GOD is the Author of 
Pain conſidered as a Senſation, and fo he is of 


. all our Faculties and Powers; and as it pro- 
ceeds from him it is good, de 


ꝗ to 
good, and therefore our good. But he is * 
the Author of Pain conſidered as an Evil, 
as ſuch it is purely and entirely owing to our 


ths and ſince there is nothing truly and 
2 4 
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4 


of our Sins that 


| race to any 
but ſuch as haye firſt wilfully, obſtinately 
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* Wan erer 


| thi Thr of ©OD. 


abGlataly, the Object of the hatred of f 
Aare Creature at Sin, becauſe nothing 
but that is its true and proper Evil, conſe- 
quently GOD's being the Aae of Pain can 
no juſt bar to our Love, much lels any. 
motive to our, Hatred or Averſion, 
I conſider further, that though Man does 
naturally defire Pleaſure in all his Capaci- 
ties, and therefore Indolence is neceflary to 
xr Fang yy; yet ſince there is no ſuch 
Happineſs or perſect Miſery 
in ck che orld, chat which has a greater . 
degree of good than of evil in it, may pro- 
perly Did, be call'd a good; admitting 
therefore that ſenſible Pain is diſag reeable 
to the lower Faculties of the Soul, yet be- 
ing it is deſigned by GOD to better ind 
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improve the Spirit of the Mind, and has 4 


tendency to do good to our detter part, if 
we our ſelves do not wilfully oblfruck its 

operations, miſapply and abuſe Wal oppor- 
tunities it gives us, I ſee no reaſon but we 
may reckon it a good, and therefore Eligible, 

For though Pain (as you fay) does not 
formally and directly do us good, yet if it 

cannot, hinder us of Pledfares that do very 
much out- weigh it, and is it ſelf an Occaſion 
and Medium to Pleaſure, methinks we have 


no juſt Cauſe to fly it as an Evil. For What 
though my Body ſuffer a little Hunger, or 
_ 4 E 3 IT 9 
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1 Liners concerning. 


Thur, or Cold, or the like, ſhall 1 put 92 


tty inconveniency in competition with 
551 moſt delicious Tac, my Mind RE 
or may at the fame time 92 5 o 
V.. 


Love and Contem plation : ? even with 


. that Pleaſure which theſe very inconyeni- 
ences occalion, the entire Reſignation of my 


Will to GOD, and the Joy that.ariles from 
that «delightful thought, that I am ca pable 
of ſuffering ſomething for his ſake, and | 1 


Conformity to his Will: And as * we 


but a bad bargain to gain the whole World 


by ſuffering the leaſt mul& or damage in 
| our Souls; ſo I am perſuaded that the 


eateſt ſenſible Calamity, no not Death ĩt 
elf, is worthy to be put in the ballance 
with the very lealt Firitusl ch Wer 
Fot alas Sir, as you truly ſay, this Worl 
a mere ſhew, a ſhadow, an e 
ttle Reaſon have our ITY to 110 
to diſcredit every thing that. is not the Ob- 
of Senſe, that in right eſtimate Spirits 


are the only Rane and nothing does 


truly and properly occaſion good or evil to 
us but as ĩt reſj l Minds. And I be- 
lie ve = theſes © Principles twer ealie 1 
demonſtrate that Marty rdom 1s en 

Pleaſure a rational EA tue 18 Ca 1553 Mr 
in this preſent State, a ſtrange Paradox to 
the Wong! But T am e one ta 


+= as) 8 
1 | 


Mr. Norris, wager 3 uſe to wink 
* rer 


Theve ver Er over e 
me. Ordinary Writers I can penetrate 5 
the firſt View; but e Ds of you 
dilates my Mind, calls 


E 4 
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the Leue of GOD. an 


Pain, I kw 
anch Jon nue by this tedious Scribble, | 
I have ſaid any thing to the purpoſe, 'tle 


—4 
aun niaden Beauties in A 


deliglitful T I have brought in my 5 
unwrought Ore to be refined and made cur- 
rant by the Biightne6 of your Judgment, 
and ſhall reckon it 4 great Favour if yo Haag 
will give your Telf the Trouble to pomt 
out my Miſtakes; it being my Ambition nʒt 
to ſcem to be without Fault, but if T cal, 
to be ſo, and I know no Way more #4 
conducive to that end than was an ＋ 
of ſuch an Inſtructor. _—_— 
Enden ne to add @ Word of rue me. F al 
Which is of greater Concernment to me s. 
cauſe of practical Conſideration; you have, _ . 
fally convinced me that GOD No the on 7TH 
4 Lope, and I am ſens RN 7 
_ fible tis the Higheſt Inj to Him and Wn 4 
1 y ſelf to defraud him of 1 
the leaſt Part of my Heart; but I find it f 
more eaſie to recognize his Right than to 
ſecure the Tolleffor. „ 
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Beauty does too often pr 


of them are 


— In your Pathetick and Divine, Words A, 
my fair Delight, I will: newer be drawn 


* ome ue thee 2 the arms £ 


of: thy: Saen Alas, % 
upon my 
whilſt intalligibli is diſregarded, For — 

by. Naturen 1 Propenſity tb friendly 
Love, which; have, all along encouragud 
as a good Diſpoſition tg Vertue and do 
ſtill think it ſo if it may be Kept within 
the due Bounds of Goodwill: But Having 
likewiſe thought: till you taught me 


better, 
that I need: not cut off all Deſue from the 
Creature, provided it were in ubortlination 


to, and forthe ſake of the Creator: I liave 
contracted ſuch 8 Weakneſs, Lill not ſay 


by Nature! (for, I believe Naturt is often 
to 


very unjuſtly blam d for What is owing 


Mill and Cuſtam) but by voluntary Habit, 


that it is a very difficult. thing for me to 


loye at all, without ſomething of Deſire. 


Now Lam losth to abanden all Thoughts of 


| 5 Friendſhip, both becauſe it is one of the 


brighteſt Vertues, and becauſe. I have the 
nobleſt Neſigns in it; Fain vou'd I reſout 
my Sex; or atleaſt as many ef them as come 


within my little Sphere, from that Means 


neſs of Spirit intq which the Generality 
perſuade; theni to 
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Well cheſen Pettycoat, or 4 faſhionable 
.Commode; and not wholly'ts lay out their 
Time und Care in Adorning their Bodies, 
bur to\beftow-a/Part'of it at leaſt in the 
Embellimment of their Minds, fince inward 
Beauty will 1a when ontward is decay 
But théugh I can ay” Without boaſting, 
that none ever loved mote generouſly than 
I have dene, yet perhaps never any met 
with more ungrateful Returns, which I can 
attribute to nothing ſo much as the Kind- 
neſd of my beſt Friend, who aw how apt 
my Deſtres were to ſtray from him, and 
therefore by theſe frequentDifappointments 
would have me learn more Wiſdom than 
do let looſe my Heart to that which cannot 
ſatisfie. And though I have in fome meaſure 
rectified this Fault, yet ſtill T find an agree- 
able Movement in my Soul towards her 1 
love, and a Diſpleaſure and Pain when I 
meet with Unkindneſz, which is a Ip 
Indication of ſomewhat more than pure 
Benevolence; for there's no Reaſon that 
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fiſt in a Miſtake becauſe the once fell 
lalways be glad to be convinc'd of an Error, 
tract it, a confeſſes ſhe was miſtaken, x 

expreſs'd ber ſelf crudely in ſeveral places of this Letter, 
ſo the deſires to retract what is ſaid in this: For he owns 
tis her Opinion; that next to Sorrow for our own Sins, our 
Neighbours 
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ſells x of this all be ſapplied in another 


FRY dior 
upon me to 7 I would "Es theſe 


- Shbjedts'well fifted- and examined, as well 
as well choſen, that ſo we may not enter 


upon a ne Argument till that which was 


firſt undertaken be throughly diſcharg 
_ whereby we. ſhall avoid à Fault 7 


cident to common Converſation 

new Queſtions are ſtarted before a firſt 
is brought to an Iſſue) and which makes 
the Dfissurag, of the moſt intelligent 
Perſons turn to ſo little an account. Bur 
this Fault, o frequent and almoſt und void- 


able in the beſt Companies, is eaſily reme- 
died in Letters; and therefore fince we are 


I deſire we thay go to the Battom 


now fallen apon's noble and ſublime e 
and not commence any new, Matter till w 


| Have gone over all that is of material 5 
ſideration in 1 * 5 — Tore: 


80 mach by of Propoſal, I pr 

ceed now” to 1 er the Contents por 

your Tons br ebe ery 
—9 


Reflections Ale my preſent Leiſure (1 
fear} wilt permit me to beſtow upon them. 
However 1 Malk go as far as ny Time and 
Paper will allow, and if you think 1 leaye 
any thing conſiderable Aünleted, the De- 
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„ Lobſerve then that though you 
fatisfied with the Ac» Wa 
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et 1 com 
Notion 8 ab 5580 20 ; 
5 55 ſhall, ref ſe pon forme, ſingle 


Wt Jour ate to it. ; 
you: ** ge the Novel of the, F 
oer oy intend. «Ay | 
To begin then with an Ae of 
' your Notien. You diſtinguiſh of two | 
Sorts of Pain; that which is, ſenſible 0 
bodily, and that which is mental. By ſen⸗ 3 
fible Pain meaning that which. is in ti 
inferiour Part of the Soul, that which is / 158 
exerciſed about Objects of Senſe ;- and by ©. 
mental Pain that which affects the Supe- 
riour and intelleQual Part. Now as for 
mental * that you allow. "In | 
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which is the Advantage I aim at by 


wee general is right, and founded in the 
vs” *Nature of things, For certainly, the Tdeas 
of Joy and ſenſible Pleafure, | Grief and 

ly Pain are very diſtinck. Some T 


know that pretend to Philoſophy con- 
„ found theſe, making that Pleafure or Pain 
1K: -. (uppoſe) which a Man feels upon His 
1. 28 Wee | - draw- 
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whenoe the Information -is be und Pi For 


theſe cher Glow our Reaſon, whereas — 
ow upon it. 8 


Thoda t or Grief * 
— and is grounded up nn I grieve . 2 
uſe ERnow my ſelf to be in Pain, or 


becauſe I expect or foar-it; whenee it i, 
dest The upp Gtief und my Pain re 
not one and the ſame, but two very dif 
ferent and diſtinct Sentiments. I there 
n your Diſtinction, though Tam | 


not 
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of the Soul, the ſupetiour and: the inſe- 


flax and he FO geneous: Parts as ſuperibur 
and inferiour, intellectual and ſenſitiyc. 


need that it ſhould be ſup 
by. ent Diſtinction. The Diſtinction of 4 


WE! ""_— thus-it ſhall be * with Pain, 


a Kad; — 
ant ell ſatiefied with the Ground of 
it. Tou ground ygur Diſtinction of men- 

tal and ſenſible Pain upon a double Part” 


riour. The Diſtinction is authoriſed by 


Cuſtom, and (what is more) by you, but 
I muſt own to you ſincerely, that Ido not 


underſtand it, ILbare heard much talk of 


en gen Part, For beſides 
E the Soul has no Parts at all, 
te 


if it had, e they are not fach diſſimi- 


The Soul I take to be an intite ſimple 
uniform Eſſence, Intellectual: thr ee 
without any Parts at all, much 

heterogeneous Parts: Nor is there any 
to . 
any ſuch for the Eſtabliſhment of the pre- 


timents does not need Diſtinction of Parts 


Ek The ſame Eſſence of the 


Soul being variouſly modified may be va- 


riouſly ated, and be capable of diffe- 
rent Sentiments; Being modified thus it 


ſhall be affected with Grief,” and. 


which 
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which will be ſufficiently: diſtinguiſhed 
from each other, by ſaying that Pain is a | 
Modification of the Soul. that anticipates 
and prevents all Reaſon and Reflection, 
and that Grief is a Modification that fol- 
lows, it, and proceeds from it. Thus L 
chooſe to diſtinguiſh them, rather than 
by ſubjecting (as you) theſe two Senſati- 

ons in two of the Soul, whereof I 
have no Idea; or (as others) by calling 
that Pain which. the Soul- ſutfers. by the , © 
mediation. of the Body, and that "Grief * 
which the ſame Soul ſuffers in and b her e 
ſelf without. the mediation of the y. 
For though according to the Law of this . 
State Pain be always occaſioned by ſom a: 
Motion or Change in the Parts of the Bo- © 
dy, yet ſince tis the Soul that truly un 6 
it, and G OD that truly raiſes it, h 
calily - conceive, - that G O D can, if "he 1 
leaſes, raiſe the Senſation of Pain in hen 
though no Change be made in the Body, 1 
nay * ſhe had no Body at all. I bal kN | 
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8 GOD for inſtance can raiſe the 

e on of Burning in the Soul without A 

* mpreſſion of Fire u 2 her Body, . 

* y the way may ſerve to ſhew the In-" 

t pertinency of that Queſtion among the 

8 School-men, how the Soul that is an im- * 
„ e Subſtance can ſuffer when 2 * 5 2 
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Fon ſhould ſtick to allow GOD to be 


r The thing I direiy 


in the Body. und T'll tell chem how it 
E 


intend is, that fince the Soul may be capa- 
ble of Pain as well without the Mediation 
of the Body as with it, this cannot be its 
Diſtinction from Grief that it affects the 
Soul by the Mediation of the FIG 


Bur to go on, as L am not'ſati 
the Ground of your Diſtinction, ſo ne- 


ther am I with the Uſe and A 


you make of it. Mental Pain ſay you is 
an Evil, but ſuch as GO D does not cauſe. 


Arn, ſenſible Pain G O D does indeed 
cauſe, but then that is not properly the 
Evil of Man. Ae | 


you in either of theſe. As to the 
think it very certain that mental Pain 
ing a real! Modification of the Soul is 
cauſed by G0 D, who alone is able to 


new modifie our Souls, who only as 


pen them, and is able to make them 


3 or miſerable, as I have ſufficiently 


proved in my Diſcourſe of Divine Love, 
and as you will cvidently perceive if you 


retire Within your ſelf, and attentively 


conſult your Reaſon. And I wonder why 


ne 


* rr 


the Author of mental Pain or Grief, when 
you allow him to be the Cauſe of mental 
Pleafore or If he be the Cauſe of 
our Ha 93 cannot he be as well 
the Calle of our Miſery? And if of 
Pain, why not of Grief For as to the 
other Part, that ſenſible Pain which Gd 
cauſes is not properly an Evil, you will 
find it very bard to perſuade any. one 
that has felt it to this Paradox. That 1 | 
ſuppoſe. which © vou to it was 
your diſtinguiſhing the Soul of Man into 
two Parts, a ſuperiour and an inferiour © 
Part, the Latter 2 which being not pro- 
y the Man, that Pain which is lodg'd +5 
there cannot be ſaid to be the pr page Evil” > 8 
of Man. Thus the Stoicks reaſoned of 
old, and thus you now. But beſides, that 
this · Diſtinction of the Soul into a ſupe» 
riour and inferiour Part, Which is the 
A of this Suppoſition, wants it ſelf ; 
Foundation, I further conſider, 
that if there were ſuch a thing as an in- TN 
ſeriour Part of the Soul, yet ſines , 
higher is conſcious of and affected with - 
what is tranſacted in the other, I do h EP | 
ſee what Advantage accrues from this Dis" % +a 4 | 
ſtinction. And ſince tis the ſame Soul | 
that feels Pain and Grief, I ſee no Polſis _ 
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not properly the Man, you could not be 
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be as truly an Evil as Grief. And if twere 
put to my Choice, there are ſeveral De- 
grees of Grief that I would chuſe to indure 
rather than ſome Pains. And I would 
fain know whether Pain be not 
the Happineſs of Man, or wether Hap- 

ineſs can conſiſt with it. You your ſelf 
imply that it cannot, when you ſay that 


| Indolence is neceſſa ory to perfel Felicity. 


And muſt not that then be an Evil that is 
contrary to Happineſs? And ſhould you 
not think your. ſelf guilty of offending 


- againſt that Charity which you owe to your 


Fellow-Creatures, and which obliges you 
to wiſh and ſeek their Welfare, if you 


* Wo —— put any of them without Cauſe to 
Bo dily Pain? Or would you try to bring 
your elf off by your Diſtinction of the 


ſuperiour and inferiour Part of the Soul? 
That the Pain which you inflicted was 
only in the inferionr Part, which being 


aid to have done any real Evil to him, 


. Ind o not to have treſpaſſed againſt 


Charity, I believe you have too much 
good Nature as well as Diſcernment to 
ule ſuch a Plea as this: But now if Pain 
he not a proper and real Evil, how can it 
be againſt Charity to cauſe it in any one? 


can 
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can be contrary to wiſhing well to him? 
It muſt therefore be concluded that ſens 
ſible Pain is truly an Evil as well as mental, 
evil I mean in it ſelf forma uns wel * 
conſidered, and that it can 

only occafionally and . 

it may be a Means to avoid a greater 
Evil, or procure 4 greater Good (and 
ſo may mental Pain too) which when all 
is done, I think the beſt Apology that 
can be offered for GOD's being the Author 


of it, and to ſalve him from being the 
Object of our Averſion u that Ac- + 


count, viz. to ſay, that though ſenſible 


Pain be truly an Evil as well as mental 


and that though GO D be the true Cauſe 
of both, yet G O D does not will our 


Pain as he does our Pleaſure and Happi- 


neſs, for it ſelf and as ſuch, but merely 


for the ſake of ſomething. elſe, as it is a 


means to our greater good. And is theres. 
fore ſo far from meriting our Hatred ſor 
the Pain which he cauſes in us, that de 
ought for that very reaſon to be loved by 
us, ſince tis for — ſake of Pleaſure that 
he cauſes Pain. This I take to be the 
moſt ſatisfactory Account of the Diſficulty, 


which as it reſolves into what I offered in th i 
my: laſt, ſo tis what you your ſelf thun 
fir after all to take up with as your laft 
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the Love of GOD. 4 


46 Letters concerning 
Expedient toward the latter Part of your 
Letter, where indeed you deliver yoar ſelf 
very nobly upon this Occaſion. 
Map Axt, I have now done with the 
of your Notion, and have now only 
to conſider ſome looſer Parts that relate to 
it. Tou ſay you think it an unqueſtionable 
Maxim that all our Good is wholly and 
abſolutely from GOD, and all our Evil 
urely and intirely from our felves. The 
er Part of this I abſolutely allow and 
_ contend for, concerning the latter I diſ- 
uiſh, when you ſay that all our Evil 
2 purely and intirely from our ſelves, if 
. grant it, but if 
you mean of natural Evils then I muſt 
diſtinguiſh again upon the Words from our 
gie,, wg; _ fignific either a phyſical 
or moral, or if will, an efficient or a 
15 metitorious Cauſality. We are certainly 
the meritorious. Cauſes of all our 4 | 
| "ot Exils, as bringing them * us A. A — 
” Sims,” but that we are the 
. any of them I deny. 
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* ur ben GOD, fo in this Senſe is 
i als our evil, We have not the Power 
e modifie our own Souls, and can no 
ihre raiſe the Senſation of Pain in them 
ian chat of Pleaſure, GOD is the true 
wre 2 For 
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il but good, to which I return that they 


You ſay again that Afflictions are not 


are both in different Reſpects. They are 
certainly evil in theix own formal Nat 
and ſimply in themſelves conſidered, — 
can be good only occaſionally or conſe- 
quentially, as they may ſerve as Means 


to ſome greater Good. and this I think 


may ſerve to reconcile the Goodneſs of 
Pain to that Aſſertion of mine, that no- 
thing does us good but what-cauſes Pleaſure, 
that is, either formally and directly, or oc- 


or other whatever does us good muſt be 


ſuppoſed to cauſe Pleaſure to us. Now 


tbe Love of GOD. 1 
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caſionally and conſequentially, ſome Way 


is 
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though Pain cannot cauſe Pleaſure fors”” 


mally, as being a Senſation ore ap 
diſtin from it, yet it ma „ pps 
and conſequentially, and ſo may — 


s © * 
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within the Incloſure of thoſe things that 


do us good. 
3 think fit to confine. my fe of. 


| the Word { Pleaſure ) to hes only. as are 


traly ble to the Nature of Man, by 
which I ſuppoſe you mean thoſe Pleatures 
which are called Rational and Intellectual. 
To this I reply that it ſeems to me yery 
evident, and I think I have elſewhere made 
it fo, that GO D is the true Cauſe ofa.) 


the Pleaſure that is reſented by Man, But 
F4 On. 
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you ſay you know not how / it can conſiſt 
with the Purity of the moſt holy GOD, 
that he ſhould be the Author of thoſe 
leafing Senſations which wicked Men 
| feel in hy we call ſinful Pleafures. Bur 
tis your Miſtake to ſuppoſe that ſenſua! 
Pleaſures as ſuch are evil, or that there is 
255 ao uch thing as a finful Pleaſure pro- 
ſpeaking. As Sin cannot be for- 
— 4 pleaſant, fo neither can Pleaſure be 
— finful. All Pleaſure in it RIF is 
ſimply good, as being a real Modification 
. of the Soul, tis the circumſtantiating of 
it that is the Evil. And of this GOD is 
not the Cauſe, but the Sinner, who ra- 
123 er than forego ſuch an agreeable Senſa- 
tion will enjoy it in ſuch a Manner and 
in ſuch Circumſtances as are not for his 
on or for the common Good, and there- 
> Fore unlawful. But concerning this mat- 
ter you may further ſatisfie your ſelf out 
od the Letters between Dr. More and Me, 
aud by reading the firſt and ſecond Illu- 
tration M. Malebranch makes upon his 
. De Ja Recherche de la Verite. Where he 
mes you that GOD does all that is real 
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| in the Motions of the Mind, and in the 
| W. | Determinations of thoſe Motions, "wills 
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the Love of GOD.'' 4 


Turn ee e 
Letter which I know not how to aſſent 
to till I better comprehend them. One 
is, that mental Pain is the ſame with Sin 
the other is, that Sin is the only true Evil 


of Man, I cannot ſtay long upon theſe; 


but as to the firſt, beſides that Sin id 


Add, and Pain « Paion//of We Soul - 


that Pain is a real Modification of our 


Spirit, whereas Sin in its Formality is not : 
thing poſitive but a mere Privation, 


an 

Tk beg beſides this, if mental Pain be the 
— with Sin, how ſhall we diſtinguiſh 
Sin from the Puniſhment of it? And 
how ſhall a Man repent for his Sin? For 


if mental Pain be the ſame with Sin, then 


to be ſorry for one Sin will be to commit 
another, Then as to e. that 


Sin is the only Evil of Man, I grant it is , 


the greateſt, but T cannot think it the only 
one ; for beſides that 


have alſo ſhewn to be an Evil. Wc 


N o w Madam as to what you eh 


of me in the Concluſion of your Letter, 
if you think that diſtinction of mine of 
ſeeking Creatures for our Good, but not 


loving them as our Good too nice. 4 0 


tal Pain is, as 1 
hade ſhewn an Evil diſtin& from it, there 
is alſo a thing call'd Bodily Pain, vie 1 | 
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further illuſtrate it thus, you are to «., 
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8 between os ie 8 
Foil and thoſe of the Body, the Moye- 
ments of the Soul ought not to tend but 


towards him who only is above her, and 
Y, only able to act in her. But the moye- 
1 ments of the Body may be determined 


1 b 
4, Xhoſe Objects which environ it, and G 
i thoſe Moyements we may unite our 
| 3 ſelyes to thoſe things which are the na- 
i tural or occaſional Cauſes of our Pleaſure, 
Thus becauſe we find Pleaſure from the 
#7 Fire, this BY Og enough to approach 
F it by a Bodil Movement, but we muſt 
not therefore /ove it. For Love is a Moye- 
| 1605 0 ment of the Soul, and that we are to 
, - "*Yeſerye. for him who is the true Cauſe of 
that Pleaſure which we reſent by Occaſion 
of the Fire, Who as I have proved is no 
other than G O D. By which you may 
plainly perceive what tis I mean by ſay- 
ing that Creatures may be ſought: for our 
A but not EL ave Geek But 
ier al I muſt needs acknowledge that 
"this (as all our other Dutics) is more intel- 
lig dle than practicable, though to render 
it & I know no other Way than by long 
and conſtant Meditation to free our Minds 
* that Ry Prejudice that ſenſible Objects 
= Spirits, and are 'the 
our Sauen carefully to 
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and V willingly purſue 


renne reren 


eaſures, to bring our ſelves to a clear 


Perception and habitual Remembrance of 
this grand Truth, (the Foundation of all 
Morality) that GOD only is the true 


Cauſe of all our Good, which when fully 
convinced of we ſhall no longer queſtion 
whether he 2 to de the only Object 
of our Love. I amm, . 1 


Nov. 13, 1693. ; 
W Your humble Servant, 


7. NORRIS 


go on to communicate 
concerning the Love of 
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the Love of GOD. 3 
diſtinguiſh between an "efficient Cauſe 
ſtrictly ſo called, and an Occaſion, to at- 
tribute to G O D and the Creature their 
n Production of our 


Wich great Reſpect, * 
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Opportunity of obtaining what I fo gree- 
Adly long after, that I may make the beſt 


'F 


[ * 


* : : 6 
ies | % ; e 2 4 : 0 *. 
. . : 
* * 20 +- 7 % N 
'; 6] a 


T0 Mr. Norris © 
. - 95 3 
O candid and condeſcending a Treat- 
ment of a Stranger, a Woman, and 
inconſiderable an one as my ſelf, ſhews 


. you to be as much above the Generality 
of the World in your Practice, as you 
are in your Theory and Specul | 


ation, Hi- 

I have courted Truth with a kind 
of Romantick Paſſion, in ſpite of all Dif- 
ficulties and Diſcouragements: for know- 
ledge is thought ſo unneceſſary an Accom- 
pliſhment for a Woman, that few will 
give themſelves the Trouble to aſſiſt us 
in the Attainment of it. Not conſidering 


; that the improvement of one fingle Soul 


is an Employment more worthy of a wiſe 
Man, than moſt of thoſe things to which 
Cuſtom appropriates the Name of Buſi- 
neſs and Affairs. But now, ſince you 
haye ſo generouſly put into my Hand an 


Improvement 
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Improvement of fo great an Advantage I 
ve up. my ſelf entirely to your Conduct, 
5 far as is conſiſtent with a rational nat 


blind Obedience, bring a free and unpreju- 
diced Mind to receive from your Hand ſuch 


. Gravings and Impreſſions as ſhall ſeem moſt 


convenient, and though I can't engage for 
a prompt and comprehenſive Genius, yet I 
will for a docible TIemper. 

Tu Eſteem I have foe thaſs mühen 
and uſcful Rules you have already pre- 


ſcribed, ſhall appear by my ſtrict Obſer- 
vation of them : For indeed the Span of , 


Life is too ſhort to be trifled away in un- 
concerning and unprofitable Matters; and 
that Soul Who has any Senſe of a better 
Liſe, can't chuſe but Lare that every mi- 
nute of her Time may be employed in 
the regulating of her Will with the moſt 


critical Exactneſs, and the extending her 
to its utmoſt ſtretch, that * 
ſo ſhe may 2 the moſt enlarg'd Wee 7 


Underſtanding 


ledge _ ample Fruition of G O:D 
only Good, that her Nature is capable 
I will therefore paſs on to explain a liefle 


what aſſerted in my laſt, next add a few 


Thoughts concerning Divine Love, and 
in = laſt place a Propoſal or two for the 
better — of thoſe you have a, 
ready made. 
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Leiters concerning 
Na in onder to the firſt, I am very 
* fatisfied that G0 D is the Cauſe of 
Mental as well as Bodily Pain, if by men- 
tal Pain you underſtand Grief, my Mi- 
ſtake lying in this, that I con Sin 
and mental Pain. Tis indeed evident 
that Sin and Grief are two diſtinct things; 
yet I cannot form to my ſelf any Idea of 
Sin which does not include in it the great- 
eſt Pain and Miſery. - For as Sin is the 
meritorious Cauſe of all Miſery, fo it 
ſeems to me that the Puniſhment of Sin 
. is- concomitant to the Act; Miſery is in- 
{ſeparable from Sin, and the Sinner is 
3 puniſhed. When thereſore 1 
hat mental Pain is the ſame with Sin, I 
meant no more than this, that as a muſi- 
cal Inſtrument, if it were capable of Senſe 
8 and Thought, would be uneaſie and in 
pain when harſh diſcordant Notes are 
play d upon it; ſo Man, when he breaks 
tte 38 of his N ature, and runs counter 
tz thoſe Motions his Maker has affign'd 
Hin, whe contradicts the Order and 
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3F End of his Being muſt needs be in Pain 
|... and Miſery. And as the Health and Per- 
IF EY feQtion, Eaſe and Pleaſure, Good and 
| 16 18 Happineſs (or whatever you will call it) 
| 1. f a Creature conſiſts in its Conformity 
| 19 0 the End of its Creation, and the being 
1 

* 
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its Nature, from which f it . 
the leaſt it loſes both its Beauty and its 


of the Order of its Nature, 
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viates in 


— fo the Soul of Man being made 


purſue that End, muſt needs be 
Pleaſure and P 

ently depriv'd of all and er- 
Ken whilſt it ſtands rightly affected 
towards G O D it cannot be deſtitute of 
Pleaſure, but whatſoever ſets it in Oppo- 
ſition to him does by that e * 
of all Delight. 

So that my Hypotheſis will re thus 
That although GO D only has Power to 
modifie the Soul of Man, and to ar. it 
with Pain and Grief, yet ſince theſe are 
rather Que apneſſes than Evils ſtrictiy fo 


call'd (nothing according to my Na otion 


being the proper Evil of Man but Sin, of 5 
which more anon) ſince they are deſign d * 
good, and W * 


by GOD as Mediums to 
- not formally, yet at leaſt conſequentis'” 

ally Occaſions "of Pleaſare ; ſince the wil. 
ful and affected Ignorance of the Und 
ſtanding and Pravity of the Will, or wu” 


for the Contemplation © and 
141 of GOD, whenever it ceaſes to 
out. 


i 
- — 


other Words Sin, is the true and pop n 


Evil of a Man, becauſe Sin only is 
lately and directly Ee to the Eſſence 
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1 def Goodneſs; and ſeeing G0 D can no 
| way; be: id be de the Author of Sin, 
ö conſequently” his being the Cauſe of our 


uneaſie Senſations, can be no juſt Bar to 

our Love, much- leſs any motive to our 

Averſion. 

As for the DiſtinQion of the Soul into 
\;\ inferiour and ſuperiour Part, I am as lit- 

| + tlefatisfied with it as you can be, and do 
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wdc8eonſeſs to you ingeniouſly that I have no 
1 ö clear Idea of that which is properly my 
ſieiß, nor do I well know how to diſtin- 
mm guiſh its Powers and Operations ; Por 
TAE fs the uſual Accounts that are given of the 
\ "a Soul are very unſatisfactory, that in your 
}  .._— 1 Tetter being the beſt I have met with, 
19 nud therefore for want of better Expreſ. 
ions, I made uſe of this Diſtinction, 
q' Which I did the more readily becauſe I 
Ci leamed it from your Chriſtian Bleſſedneſs, 
p. 158, All the remaining Difference 
|.  +,”».. therefore lies in this Queſtion, Mbetber 
1 i 5s be the only Evil? And in order to the 
Poo an it, I ſhall firſt ſhew you my 
——**" "Defign in affirming that it is, and then 
* che Reaſons that incline me to it, and 
N hen I have done fo I will refer all to 


1 105 w—_— better Judgment, 

i # 7. Brxsr, for what I aim at, I have obſerv'd 
1 that moſt of the x Folly and Miſchief that 
1 3 " 
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the Lobe of GOD. 67 
is in the World proceeds from: falſe Notions 
of Pain and Pleaſure, and Miſtakes con- 
cerning the Nature of Good and Evil. 
For would Men be perſuaded: that G O D 
is their only Good, they would ot much + 
regret the Abſence of other things, fo 
they might but enjoy him; neither would 
they ſo greedily purſue the Shell of Plea- 
ſure, ' nor fix their Hearts on ſenſible 
Objects which can never. ſatisfhe. And 
were they but convinced that nothing is WP 
ſo evil as Sin, they would” not chooſe + 
Iniquity rather than Aﬀittion. As there« , 
fore your Account of Pleaſure does reQifie 
the Errors of our Love, fo I could wiſh = 
that our Averſions were better regular «797% 
than they utually are; and that Sin, Which 
though it be not the efficient, is yet the' 
moral Cauſe of all our Evils and Ditpleas © 
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2 ſures, were ſo repteſented as that it mit 
ce appear the only proper and adequate Obſecte 
er of our intire Hatred and Ayerfion, This : 
he is my Deſign, | . | 
ny Now for the Reaſons (beſides what are F 
en already intimated) which incline me to 
nd think that Sin is the only Evil. I grant 

to that whatever is contrary to the Pleaſure +, 

and Good of Man in any of his Capacities,  - 
d may in ſome Senſe be call'd an Evil, and 
ut in this Latitude no doubt but that both 

10 | 
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mental and ſenſible Pain are Evils. But 
. becauſe, when we ſpeak of Evil we uſually 
9 5 underſtand ſomething that in its own Na- 
Fs ture is the proper Object of our Averſion, 
| #7 Evil as Evil being no way eligible ; and 


} is 4 fince mental and bodily Pain are not ſo far 
ece.uyil but chat in ſome Circumſtances they 
| 1 may become eligible, which yet they could 


not be without aſſuming the Nature of 
S Good, and therefore they are not pure and 
1 abſolute Evils; and further, though tis 
. our Contemplations and Retirements 
1 to diſtinguiſi between greater and leſſer 
E uils, to compare and weigh them toge- 
| | 5 \- þ "ahi, and to allot to each its due Propor- 
; 


ti of Choice or Averſion, yet ſince Good 
| and Evil do frequently preſent themſelves 
to our Minds in common Converſation and 
Buſineſs, when we have neither time nor 
 --_ Appetite to abſtract and conſider, but are 
\,  __determin'd by this ſhort and obvious Sillo- 

giſm, ©« Evil is not eligible, but ſuch a 
WE « thing is Evil, therefore it is not wo be 

| | 


o * 
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bo Gs : Whereas perhaps that which we 
refuſe as Evil (ſuppoſe bodily or mental 
Pain) though formally, and in „ 
++ Latitude of the Word it be an Evil, yet 
cComparatively and pro hic & nunc, it may 
be a Good, and ſo the proper Object of our 
Choice. To avoid which common 9 
ion 
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of Man has fo ſtrong 
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fion of Miſtake, and becauſe the Nature 
an Ayerſion to every 
thing that bears the Name of Evil, 
would rather call Grief and Pain Lueg. 


ac [ſes than Evils, and wholly appropriate 
the Name of Evil to Sin, which is * eſſen- 
tially and abſolutely Evil, and the only 


entire Object of a Rational Creatures Hatred 
and Averfion; n s 
Byr not to contend about Words, ad- 


mitting that Pain and Grief are Evils, it is 

but in « e, and lower Senſe; if __ 
tially Evil, they could not 

in ſome Circumftances become Good, which 


they were 


you your ſelf allow them to be occaffonally 


and conſequentially, and as they may h 
Means to avoid a greater Evil. Whereas . 
the very * Effence of Sin is evil, it can 
never in any Circumſtance be eligible; | 


which is a ſign it is never good. We may 


not commit a leſſer Sin under pretence to 
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»The Reader is deſired to take Notice that no more 
is meant by theſe Phraſes, than that Sin in its own Na- 


ture or Formality is entirely evil, it neithet Form 


nor Beauty that we ſhould deſire it, can never be ordi- 


nable to a good End, is none of GOD's Creatures, 
and therefore has not any -the leaſt tee of , Gobdneſs 
in it, is neither eligible for ics own ſake, nor upon any 
other Account whatſoever. . 
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avoid a greater, but we may, nay we ought 
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to endure the greateſt Pain and Grief rather 
than commit the leaſt Sin. For (not to 
diſpute what Good G O D may bring our 


of the Sins of Men, or how he does it, 


which are Queſtions I will not now meddle 
with) I have always thought that the leaſt 
moral Evil is not to be choſen, no not in 
order to the greateſt Good, as I think may 
be: inferred from the Apoſtle's arguing, 
Rom. 3. 8. there is a certain peculiarity of 


dug 
allow it the only Evil, yet at leaſt) renders 
it an Evil paramont to all other Exils, and 
excludes it from being in the leaſt degree 
- eligible. For though Pain and Grief put 
_ Soul into | uneaſy Circumſtances, yet 
y don't withdraw. her from her. true 


to cleave to him, and that Trouble w 
ſenſible things occaſion, and which ſhe feels 
through the Diſorder of her own Thoughts, 
ſtirs her yp to fix more firmly on him, 
whoſe Comforts in this Caſe are her only 
Refreſhment. Whereas Sin quite alienates 
the-Soul from her only true Good, and 
thereby deprives her of the ſole Prop ſhe 
has to reſt on, and conſequently. puts her 
in the moſt wretched, | helpleſs and evil 
Condition. . thing bur Sin has ſome- 
thing 
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The Love of GOD. 61 
thing of Good in it, becauſe every thing 
elſe proceeds from G OD; but Sin is alt- 
over perfect Deformity, / an uncom | 
Evil, and a direct Contradiction to Order 9 
and Perfection, and conſequently to Plea- Ng | 
ſure, and therefore is, or ought to be, ſet : 
at the greateſt Oppoſition to the Nature f, 8 
Man, and to be the proper ON of his "mp 

intire Hatred and Averſion. This is the 

Point I drive at, and if it may be gained, 4 
am very indifferent whether it be by mine 
or ſome other way of arguing. . 

But before I proceed to the next Parti- 

cular I have two Requeſts, one is, That 
you would pleaſe to oblige me with a h . 
nition of Pleaſure; and the other, That uu © I 
would a little explain the Idea of Pain, for 1 
don't well underſtand your Meaning when + 
you fay, ThatPain anticipates all Thought 
or Refieftion ; I did ſuppoſe it to be an 
unc aſie Thought, and how then can it anti- 
cipate all Thought? The Bodily Impreſſion” 
indeed prevents Thought, but that is nut 
properly the Pain, but the Occaſion f 
it. | 


"> 


* 


Now in the next place to gratifie your © 
Deſire which falls in ſo much with my wn 
Inclinations, That I ſbould further commu- 
nicate my Thoughts concerning Divine. 
Love; a Subject on which tis eaſie to be ” 

G 3 endleſs, 
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aendleſe, and yet impoſſible to fay to 


much: I take it to be the Sum and Subs 
ſtance of all Religion, to which all other 
1 Duties are ible, which are but ſo 
5 s many different Modifications of this Soul 
that animates the Chriſtian Life: And 
therefore ſuch Diſcourſes as ſerve to lay its 
Foundation deep, and raiſe its Superſtruc- 
1 ture high, ſuch as bring it Fuel by Rational 
e Motives, and fan its Flame by devont 
and reliſhing Expreſſions, do the Work 
'F of Religion all at once; for were this 
1 Divine Principle but once firmly 9 
1 in dur Hearts, and ſuffered to diſplay i 
i 


ll in all its neceffary Effects and Conte. 
1 quences, 'twould ſupercede all other In- 
I . * firuQtions, and be inſtead of 4 Thoufand 
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| q 
I Monitors, 

1 Tur Love dg G O D d both the beft 
177 Prefervative againſt Evil (in its greateſt 
[f Latitude) and alſo that which moſt firongly 


IN + carries us on to Good: Tis the beſt Anti- 
© .. dote againſt Sin, in that it difarms Temp- 
tations of all their Force, they cannot 
faſten upon the Soul that entirely loves 
its Maker. He who believes GOD to 
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| be his only Good, if he attend at all to 
that Conviction, can never wilfully fin 
| _ againſt him, For Sin being a Diſconformity 
Tt wy OD, a willing ſome thing contrary to 
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 te-Lowe of GOD. 63 
| his Nature and Will, tis not poſſible ſor a 
Man to chuſe that which he ves to be 
contrary to his only Good, and which will 

therefore conſequently deprive him of it. 
And it being nothing elſe but the falſe 5 
Appearance of ſome ſeeming Good that * 
inclines a Man to chuſe amiſa, he who 
confiders G O D as his only Good, and 
loves him with an Entireneſs of Affection, 
has ſhut up all the Avenues of his Soul 
from that Syren Apparent. Good; and is "oY 
not capable -of being bewitch'd by it, — 
Indeed if we allow the Creature to be in 69 0M 
any degree our Good, tis hard to keep our 4.0 
ſelves from defiring it, and if we permit 
Deſire, we can never be ſecure: fm 
irregular Love, that Shame and Miſery of 
Mankind, it being eaſier not to deſire at 8 
all than to deſire with Moderation. For „ 
Love is an inſinuating Paſſion, and wWhere- 

ever /tis admitted, will ſpread and make | 
its Way. And though the Charms of the, 
Creature be infinitely unworthy to rival 
thoſe of the Creator, yet they have this 
Advantage, that they perpetually preſs 
upon the outward Man, and conſtantly 
preſent themſelves to our Senſes, fo that 
if we allow them the leaſt ſhare in our W 
Hearts, tis odds but that at laſt they wholly 
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64 Letters concerning” 
withdraw it from him who only 170 4 
Right to it. 

Lt * as the Love of GOD Sonics our 
Innocence, fo it makes the . beſt Proviſion 
for our Pleaſure. - The Soul of Man may 
as well ceaſe to Be as ceaſe to love; ſome- 
thing or other it muſt defire, but b long 
as it moyes towards the Creature, it may 
amuſe its Cravings but can never ſatisfie 
them. How often will the Objects of our 
Love be. wanting ? How often will they 
be unkind? And ſuppoſe them as preſent 
and as kind as we can wiſh them, ſhall we 
not be as ſick of our Fruitions as we were 
of our Deſires? For what is there in the 


Ckeature but Emptineſs, Vanity and Vex- 


ation? But the Object of Divine Love is 
always eſſentially preſent, nothing can hide 
him from us but our own Neglect; if we 
do but fix the Eyes of our Underſtanding 
on him, and direct the Motions of our Will 
| towards him, we may always contemplate 


2 and enjoy his Beauty; may always aſſwage 


our Thirſt at this Fountain, and feaſt our 


* hungry Souls upon his never - failing 


— 


Charms, which though they will till draw 
us on to purſue a further Enjoyment, be- 
cauſe of their infinite Amability and Per- 
ſection, yet all along they will ſatisfie and 
All our Souls with unſpeakable Delight; 


though 
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the Loue of GOD. - 65 
though they don't extinguiſh all Deſite, 
yet they will remove all Emptineſs, and 
at once repleniſh our Faculties and enlarge 
them! But theſe raviſping Delights which + 
the enamour'd Soul feels in every Approach Ve? 
to her Divine Lover are better felt than 
expreſſed, and When we haye once taſted oo 
of "as moſt reliſhing Pleaſures, we ſhall. 929 
for ever diſdain the muddy Streams ff 
ſenſual Delights!  _ 

Tuus the Love of GOD defends us 
from the Uneaſineſs of Pain and Grief, s . 
well as from the Evil of Sin, and makes us. 25 
happy in all our Capacities. It is ſo Divine 42 9 
a Cordial, that the leaſt Drop of it is able 
to ſweeten and outweigh all the T routes * 
of this preſent State, and render the moſt Ot 
Calamitous Condition not only cs but 
2 For it gives an. Anticipation of 15 

oſe Joys in which it will at laſt inyeſt uss, 
brings down Heaven into our Boſoms eg 4 
it carries us up thither; and were it buʒt 
largely ſhed abroad in our ; Hearts, we ſhould -* + 7 
be out of the Reach of Fortune, might 
light and trample on all Afflictions. Tho! 
the Arrows of Pain and Grief ſhould rufflle 
our Skin, they could not touch our Heart 
ar vs might touch but could not hurt us? 4 

FinALLY, to what Heights of Piety out 
will not this „ Principle elevate W 
5 amorous 


* 45 


66 Leers cuncerning 
-amorous Soul! For what can be too diffi- 
cult to do to acquire a more perfect Enjoy- 
ment of what we love? What can be too 
Tz hard to ſuffer for the ſake of that Object 
b 1 that hath won our Heart? Tis 
| elſe that cramps our Endeavyours, and ſlack- 
ens our Induftry after one of the brighteſt 
Crowns of but the dividing our 
Love betw#cn'G OD and Mammon. If a 
fooliſh ill- grounded Paſhon can many times 
excite the Soul in which it dwells to do 
things beyond it ſelf; If the Love of dirty 
Clay, or popular Breath can reconcile us to 
Fatigues and Diſtreſſes, and many thi 
„ ee y to our Animal Nature, ſhall 
nok the moſt rational and becoming Love, 
that Love which is the End and Perfection 
ol our Beings, 8 is 5 from Diſ- 
appointment, ouſy, all that 
5 Train of yr Grief which . 
Deſire when it moves towards the Creature, 
\ fer us above all Difficulties, - render our 
Obedience regular, conſtant and vigorous, 
+ refine and ſublimate our Natures, and make 
us become Angels even whilſt we dwell. _ 
Earth ! 
In the laſt Place for the Propoſals I am 
to make. When you think we have ſuffi- 
ciently examined the Subject we are upon, 
I deſire the Fayour of you to furniſh — 
I 


- = 


tbe Lobe of GOD 67 
with ſuch a Syſtem of Principles as T may 3, 8 
relic on, and to give me ſuch Rules as you 4 


judge moſt convenient to initiate a raw 
Dilciple in the Study of Philoſophy ; leaſt 
for want of laying a good Foundation, !! 
give you too much Trouble, by, drawing 
Concluſions from falſe Premiſes, and making xg 
uſe of improper Term. x 

I have no more to add but my repeated 
Thanks for that great Condefcention you 
continne to ſhew " 


Worthy Sir) — ES 
Dutmber nt, Your moſt obliged Fo = | 1 
and humble Servant. 1 * 
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Sonsen nanu on 
LETTER VI. 
Mr. Nokrrts Aileen. 


MADAM, 


T deſerves neither your ll 
your Admiration thas I ſhould — 


Letters concerning 


_...your to be particularly civil to a Perſon - 


7 your extraordinary Worth and Ac- 
compliſhments, which indeed appear ſo 


7 J 342 and fo beyond what I ever yet 
ound 


or could imagine, as at the ' fame 
time to command and leſſen the higheſt 


2 Reſpect and Deference that can be ſhewn 
to you. Your Hypotheſis, as you now 


explain and rectifie it, runs clear and un- 
plext, and has nothig in it but what 

| covitably underſtood challenges my full 
Conſent and Approbation. The Deſect 


ol it before lay partly in your ſuppoſing 


GOD not to be the Author of mental 


Pain (and that becauſe you made mental 


Pain to be all one with Sin) and partly 
in your ſuppoſing ſenſible Pain, of which 
you allow'd GOD to be the Author, 
not to be in it ſelf a real Evil. But now 

both 
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the Love of G0 D. 69 
both theſe Faults are mended, and all is 
right and as it ſhould be. For | whereas 


before when you confounded mental Pain 


with Sin, you pleaded thus againſt our 


hating and for our loving GOD, not- 
the Pain which he is ac- 


withſtand 
knowledged to inflict upon us, mental 
Pain is traly an Evil, but ſuch as GOD 


does not cauſe, ſenſible Pain G O D does 


cauſe, but then that is not truly an Evil. 
Now diſtinguiſhing mental Pain from Sin, 


and ſubſtituting Sin in the room of men- N 
tal Pain, you make your Apology for the 
Love of GOD run thus, Sin which is 


truly an Evil GO D does not cauſe, gad 


as for mental and ſenſible Pains whereof 
GOD is the true Cauſe, they are not 
truly and properly Evils. By which latter 
Clauſe I preſume you mean not as ou 
ſcem'd to do at firſt, that they are not 
truly and properly Evils in their own . 


mal Natures.and as ſimply in themſelves 
conſidered (for ſo tis evident that they 


are Evils, as being as ſuch againſt the 
Happineſs and Well-being of a thinking 
and 


elf conſcious Nature) but only as in 
that particular Suppoſition, Juncture or 
Circumſtance wherein they are inflicted by 


GOD, who having a thorough compre- 
henſiye View of our whcle Condition, 


and 


1 
1 
24 


By pu | 
be truly eligible, and would — 1 to 
/ x be actually willed and choſen by us for 

_ © our ſelves, as by G OD for us, if we ad 
. MW fame Views and Proſpects of things 
& -  _- that he has. In this Senſe it is very true 


andl certain, that both the mental and the 
. - ſenſible Pain which G O D inflicts in this 
Lie (for as to the Miſery of the next I do 
not apprehend the preſent Queſtion con- 
cerned in it) are not, all things conſider- 
. truly and properly Evils, becauſe up- 
on the whole the Bl are eligible, which Sin 
Luan never be, it being a contradictory 
Suppoſition that that ſhould be eligible 
as a Means to avoid a greater Evil, which 
is it {elf the greateſt of all. And herein 
I take it conſiſts the Peculiarity of the 
* of Sin, that it is never eligible, but 
always 


| the:Low of GOD 7r 
al the due and Obje& of | 
—_  —— the if in this 


Senſe you will have Sin to be the only 


Evil, chat whereas all other Evils are not 


ſo far Evils but that in ſome 
and Suppoſit ions they may become good 
and cligible, Sin as being the greateſt Evil 
can in no Suppoſition imaginable become 
but remains ever a fixed and un- 
changeable Evil, as G0 D does a Good, 
without the leaft Variation or Shadow 
I intirely conſent with you and 


do, and hope always ſhall, thin Sin 6 


be thus the only Evil. And fince GOD 
is not the Author of Sin which can never 
be eligible, but only of our uneaſie n- 
timents which in ſome Circumſtances may, 
and then are no longer to be conſidered 
as Evils, this gives clear and full Satis- 
faction to that Ob; Aion againſt the Love 
of GOD taken from his being the Cauſe 
of our painful Senſations. And I can now. 
well -conceive that GO D is always love- 
ly and to be loved by us, not only when 
under the little common Uneaſineſſes 
Life, but when moſt miſerable and afflict- 
ed, even by a Martyr in his Flames. And 
ſo we are come to a fair Reſolution of 
this Difficulty concerning the Loye of 
GO D. Fee? 
* 


Gn d 


72 Letters concerning” 
As to what you ſay concerning the In- 
feriour and Superiour Part of the Soul, 
that you the rather us'd this Diſtinction 
1 becauſe you learnt it from my Chriſtian 
=o Bleſſedneſs, 1 confeſs that I do there make 
| uſe of this Scheme of Speech, not intend- 
ing thereby two parts of the Soul Really 
and Phyſically diſtin, but only the fame 
Soul diverſly conſider d, with reſpect to 
different Objects and ways of Operation. 
In confideration of which it is uſually 
divided into Parts in a popular way of 
> ſpeaking, which in a popular Diſcourſe 
_— and where there was nothing of particu- 
lat Theory depending upon it, I had no 
rleaſon to depart from, but rather to com- 
Wo * ply with. But when Good or Evil, Grief 
i or Pain, come to be diſtinguiſhed by their 
being lodg'd in this or that Part of the 
Soul, in the Superiour or Inferiour Part 
(which muſt then ſignifie Parts really di- 
Itinct) I then deny that there are any — 
Parts. In all other Caſes I ſhould not 
ſeruple to ſpeak in the common Language, 
not apprehending that I ſhould give any 
one thereby juſt occaſion to think that I 
Held two real Parts in the Soul, any more 
than by uſing another popular mode of 
ſpeaking of the Vegetatiye, Senfitive and 
Rational 


Dart RE et 2 on nk 


| the 1. 2 8 0 b. 
National Soul in Man; that it was my tea 
„ e ee G10 A e 
I like your Ingenaity $ that 
— * no clear <li" 5c which is 


» im 
deas, "pI ee no . 
e 


— 
= * = 
"—_— 
—_—_ w_ W FY 


his Meditations Chreſtiennes, of Colegns 

Edition, page 152; gives a very fatighys 

ing Account of the Reaſons why it has 

not pleaſed GOD to give us an Idea 

of our own Souls, The firſt of which ß, 

that if we did ſee clearly what we are, we | 
l H could 


74 Leueters concerning 
_ could not be ſo cloſely united to our Bo- 
dies as is neceſſary to the preſetr vation of 
this Animal Life. We ſhould not look 
upon it as 4 Part of our ſelves, and un- 
» happy as we are at preſent, we ſhould not 
think it worth our Care to preſerve it, and 
conſequently having ſo little Value and 
Regard for it, we ſhould have no Sacrifice 
' to offer to GO D, c. His other Reaſon 
(9 he purſues more at large, and becauſe tis 
K: one of the loſtieſt Strains of | Reaſon. and 
75 . Eloqyence that I ever met with, I ſhall 
BY ive it you as near the Original as I can 
1 ttranſlate it from the han who thus 
Is - brings in the eternal Wiſdom, ſpeaking to 
her Diſciple. 2 rg que Pldee 
aue ame eſt un Obi rana, 8 ca- 
pable de Th 120 ws 2 A /a Roth, Ke 
Secondly, becauſe the Idea of à Soul is an 
Malt ſo great and ſo apt to raviſb Spirits 
2 its Beauty, that if thou hadſi an Idea 
of thy Soul, thou wouldſ; be no longer able 
ta'think upon any-thing elſe. . For if the 
@ of Extenfon which repreſents on 
dies, does ſo ſtrongly touch Natural Phi- 
lofopher's and Mathematicians, that they 
oftentimes forget all their Dutigs to con- 
"template it. If. a. Mathematician has ſo | 
much Delight when he compares 2 uanti- | 
ties * ehe — 4 to we 
heir 
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their Relations, that he often 1 ces 
the Properties F W 
tion "would not Men bheſlom upon ib R. 
ſearch werbe Hruperries of. their aui Be- 3 
ing, and a Being infinitely more noble than. I. 
Bodies ? bal Pleaſure wund they not 84 
tate to compare among. themſolues by 4 "i 
clear View. of the underſtanding ſo many. 11.4 
different Modifications, the bare Sentiment 11 
br 9 — however feeble and confuſe, does 1 | | 
rangelybufje- and employ them. Far. \ |} 
"thou * the Sou] colt ains in. WI. 
ber ſelf all the Beauties and Finefſes that” 14. 
thou ſeeſt in tbe World, and which thow. WT. 
art wont: to attribute to the Objects that. 14 
environ thee. \ Thoſe Colours, theſe Ollburs, 1 
thoſe Savours,' with an Infinity 9 0 other. * | | 
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Sentimentswith which thou haſt not e 
been touched, are no other. than Madificas 
lions of thy own Subſtance. That Harmbny - 
which ſo elevates thee is not in the 
which ftirikes thy Ear, and thoſe m, 
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Pleaſures of which the greateſt Volupii b. 4 
ries have but a feeble Sentiment, are thy h 
cluded in the Capacity of thy Soul. Now i 
if thou hadſt a clear idea of thy elf, Fels | 


fee in me that Archetypal Spirit upon. 14 
which thou waſt formed, — 2 It diſs. 4 


cover ſo many _— and /o many TOW | | 
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_ "£602 it, that thow 00 Regs 
e 2 
ver With an Extremity 
World be capable Gow of co 
1 1 
their Nature, thou wouldft 3 
comparing them 
thou wouldſfi diſcover vis rob rol 
appear to thee {0. worthy. is oh 
tion, that wholly wrapt up and abſorpt in 
. 
n 4 of thy Exc . 
Lencies nd auty, thou Mond be 
Fi F er able to think of any thing be — 
my Son, GOD 2 
' hm of nth bat thy Jelf. Ms done 
thee for himſelf. . Wherefore I ſhall not dij< 
 coper ta thee the Idea thy Being, till that 
n 
Jags of thy GOD ſball deface and ec lipſe 
all thy Beauties, and make thee deſpiſe all 
es thou art, that thou mayſt think only 
Foontemplating Dim. . 
Fut Account of this excellent Perſon 
fo ſatisfying, that I ſhall not pretend to 
Ad any thing to it, but ſhall only obſerve 
from it, that ſince tis ſo true that we have 


no Idea of our own Souls, and fo reaſona- 
ble that we ſhould have none, it would be 
—— , ds "2 


Modifi- 


0 | 3 
. e een ee 
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1 the Love GOD 1 
ifications. of our 8 which | 
mamas e 
by inward Sentiment, and ean no more be 
made known by Words to thoſe that have 


r 


when D i and am able to diſtinguiſh 
from Light, or Colour, or Sound, 


thor of e 
How v, I may venture to call Pain 
Thought, nat that Fintend theres 


Plenſare and Pain) and tie reft vf choſs 
6 | \ Senfitions wülch 1 feel in ny {elf by inte- 
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2 


Ang this with my ſaying that it anticipates 
io ; and | pteyents- all Thought,” I need only 
x: Tugget4o you that when I call Pain an 
bit .- <uneafie Thought, I take Thought in its 


| 4 9 utmoſt Latitude, ſor all that we are any 
N way conſcious of to our ſelves, as my moſt 
5 e — does in his Principles 
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75 


|} , - rhemſclyes to Figuic and Motion,-6r cor. 


tain Relations of: Diſtance, Leonclade that 


riour Sentiment, are not Mo Sifedtions bes 


ſome other, which I call my Spirit. And 


1 lor this reaſon it is that I call Pain an un- 


eaſie Thought. But then for the recunci- 


oF Philoſophy, P. 2. where he ſays, ¶ Mi- 
Fat ions. nomine intelligo illa ommia que 


2002s conſerts in nobis fiunt, guatenus co- 
vum in nobis Confeientia e. Atque ita 
non modo intelligere, velle, immginare, fed 
lian ſentire idem e his 4 rug itare; 
vb By the Name I anderſtand 
l bee thinigs wwbich wwe ate: 15 10 
de dune 1 in our ſelves, ſo far th" as there 
in ug Conſciouſneſs 2 And thus 
nut only to underſtand, to. will, to imagine, 
Put even to _ 1s the ſame kerdeas to think. 
But When I ſay that Pain antici All 


h — ht I mean all 
TY t, by _ . 
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| f + longing to my Corporeal Subſtance, but to 
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the Lone f GOD. © 79 
diſcurſive and reſlecting Thought, which 
tis moſt certain and evident by all Expe- 
rience that Pain does prevent, and as cer- 
tain that Grief does fioppole, follow and 
proceed from it. 
Bor to return from theſe: Digreſſians 
(for I call all things ſo that have not 55 
immediate Connection with Neligion 
that which is the principal Subj * 
Correſpondence,” and dught to be the 
Subj — all our Thoughts," the Love of 
G Our Saviour places i 
Hee er al Motaliey: *lling-us that ir - 1 
the firff and treat Commandment. And his 
Apoſtle St. Pau! places it in the Rear of % 0 
telling us that be End F the Command- 
ment is Charity.” So then from both thee. 
pat together, the Reſult will be that the 
Love of 'G 'O'D is both the firſt and the 
lat, the Beginning and the End, the Founs © 
dation and the Top-work; the Principle 
and the Accompliſhment of all Moral Fer- 
fection. And no doubt but the firſt Devoir 
which in Order of Conception we can ſup⸗ 
poſe to refalt from the Being of an intellis' - 
gent Creature will be to hoſe the Author _ 
An ok 
— alſo the Author of all the i 
rt, Pleaſure and Happineſs of « 


ny” y even of oer) Power a” 
H 4 Force 
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an early l Earneſt of all the 
1 And that which 
does the more ; oblige. as to this, is, that 


FP n with the firſt Inf; piration of 
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iſe as well as the natural, axtthe Deke 
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to be happy, and aſſoon as we defire 
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be ve muſt ſeek for this Happi - 
in me Object Or other. If theres 15 
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Morality. 10 . GRe | % 1.3 
Tun other Character that our Saviour ö 
tis alſo the Great Com- 
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of not how broad, nor how 
Adcͤeep, nor how high. For with what Line 


ſo loved the World: But then with what 


._____ hot this Immenſity of the Divine Love 
inflame our Hearts! Well then might our 
./-. Saviour call it the Great Commandment. 


Grat in the Power and Virtue of it, as 
being the moſt Fruitful and Prolifick Prin- 


wy * the Root and Seed of all Excellenoy 


Dimenſions adding one more than we at- 
tribute to Bodies, telling us of its * 
and Length, and Depth and Height; 
long, nor — 


could the Apoſtle meaſure ſach an im- 
menſe | Vaſtneſs '? Indeed the Croſs” of 
Chriſt is the beſt Meaſure of it, as well 
as the fitteſt Emblem to exprefs/its Dimen- 
fions. And therefore ſays gt. obn, God 


rees of the Love of GOD ſhould . 


It is great in the Matter of it, being of 


hy the moſt weighty-and concerning impor- 


tance to the final Happineſs of Man. 


_ © Great-in- the Obligation of it, which is 
abſolutely indiſpenſable, it being 


not 
ble that GOD ſhould create any one 


without obliging him to love him, 


of that he ſhould ever diſcharge him from 
that Obligation. Great in the Rquity 
Reaſon of it, it being hi 


and 
that we ſhould} Love G0 D who is ſo 
infinitely amiable, ſo altogether 3 


and 


ae * 


ah Perteckön, ſuch as draws on with 
it the Obſervation of all the Command- 
ments, and is *therefofe tlie ſhorteſt Line, 


the moſt compendions way to' GOD, and 


the enjoyment of him. The Love 'of © £ be 


G OD is indeed the general ſeiſin, the 
uiiiverſal itigfedient of all a good Man's 
Actions; Tis that precious Tincture, that 
Chymicat Spirit that runs through all, and 
that Noble Divine Elixir which gives 
Worth and Value to all, and converts 
even our meaneſtand moſt indiffere 
into Religion and Devotion. Gr 


laftiy, 


in the Pleaſure and Duration of it. 
Love is the moſt pleaſant Paſſion, ſo te 


Love of GOD is the moſt pleaſing Love. 


A Love that rewards it ſelf, a Fire hat 
is its own. Fuel. He that Loves GOD "— 


he ought, as he cannot, ſo he need not 
Love any thing elſe, fo great delight and 


entertainment will he find in the Love of 


GOD. Which will alſo go along with 
him into the other Life, and be the Life 
of that Life. Then all the inſtrumental 
and miniſterial Virtues ſhall expire and he 
of no further Uſe. Whether they be Pro- 
phecies they ſhall fail, &c. Sees the 
Fear of G OD which is now {© hi 

magnified ks the Beginning of Wiſdom, 
ſhall then ceaſe, for perfect Love ſhall caſt 
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exalted and ſeraphick Strains upon 


intend in my next to add ſomething 
Reaſon of our loving G O D ſo iatirely 
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ppg 2 | 1 
a ay: come eta 
iſſue in the matter of our Debate, and 


ment of our Thoughts, the beft improves 


ment of our Minds at — and will ff 
be the inexhauftible Spring of our  Jop WF; 
hereafter, the Love of GOD. I carter. N. 
but admire the ſottiſhneſs of thoſe gun | 
Epicureans, who make it their Buſineſs to 
hunt after Pleaſures as vain and  unfatis- 
factory as their admirers are Childiſſ and 
Unwiſe, and in the mean time turn their 
Backs on this vaſt ' Repoſitory of folid 
and ſubſtantial Joy. A Joy whole perpe- 
tual Current always affords a freſh Delight, 
and yet eyery of it ſo entertaining, 
that we t live upon it to all Eternity? 
Whilſt our Souls are inebriated with its 
Pleaſures, our very Bodies partake of its 
Sweetneſß: 
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Theme, which is the nobleſt entertain-„ ol 4 
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| Swectneſs : for it excites a grateſul and 
"i \ cafic Motion in the animal Spitits, and 
+. cauſes ſuch an agreeable Movement of the 
"*2+, Paſſions as comprehends all that Delight, 
1 — from the Uneaſineſſes which other 
Objects are apt to occaſion; Our Paſſions 
although they have both their Uſe and 
leaſure, yet) as we uſually feel them are 
blended ith 5 much Pain, that tis hard 
to determine whether the good or Evil they 
do us be the greater, and a Man ſometimes 
> for hi his Mirth, by that Sting of 
Boron ich attends it. However, I am 
not for a Stoical Apathy, I would not have 
4 my Hands and Feet cut off leſt they ſhould 
kit, ſometimes incommode me. The Fault is not 
2 MW dur Paſſions conſidered in themitlves, but 
n gur voluntary Miſapplication and unſuit- 
'N Ale Management of them. And if Love 
5 1 which is the leading and maſter. Paſſion 
F ; were but once wiſely regulated, our Paſſi- 
00s would be ſo far from rebelling againſt 
and diſquieting us, that on the 
they would mightily facilitate the great 
Work we have to do, give Wings to this 
; Earthly Body that prefſes down the Soul, 
. and in a good Meaſure remove thoſe Impe- 
Anments that hinder her from mounting to 
the Original and End of her Being. What 


Ws is it that makes our Joys tumultuous and 
| fitting, 
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flitting, our Fears tormenting, our Hopes 
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of 


diſquieting, c. but the Lrregularit 
our Deſire? If we love amiſs we ſhall 
Fear and Hope, Grieve and Rejoyce with- 
out Rraſon and in a wrong Meaſure, we 
ſhall laſh out into a thouſand Extra vagan- 
cies, and be as unhappy as we are unwiſe 
— unreaſonable. Whereas if we tune 
our. Love to the right Key, we need not 
be apprehenſive of Diſcord among the reſt 
of our Paſſions, all their Motions will be 
natural and regular, and all concert in- a. 
becoming Harmony. The Divine Nature 


is a Field in which our grateful Paſſions -. 


may freely take their . we make 
GOD the Object of our „ our 
Hopes will neither delude, nor our Joys 
ſorſake us; there is no Serpent lurks in 
this Graſs, all is calm and pleaſing, ſecure 
and entertaining. And yet, unwiſe that 
we are! How hard is it to drive us to. 
our Felicity, how difficult to convince us 
of our Happineſs? How many Evaſions 
do we find to with-hold our Love from” 
him who requires it, not for his n but 
our Advantage! When ſhall we be, I need 
not ſay fo juſt to G O D, but ſo kind to 
our ſelves, as totally to withdraw every 
ſtr An det —4 the Creature, the 
very beſt of which is not able to fatishe; 
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but 


13 t been defeated in his Hopes, or fruſtra- 
cdted in his Enjoyments? Though he has 
eee s Object, has he fatisfied his 
| or how amiable ſoever created 
Wood may appear at a Diftanee, a cloſer 
 - _--— elares it to be vain and empty, and a very 
BY: improper Quarry for the Soul of Man. 
n Ix DEE the Soul of our Neighbour has 
te moſt plauſible Pretence to our Love, 
| ads being the moſt Godlike of all the 
| - Creatures, but fince tis as indigent as 
dur own, how can it ſupply our Wants, 
odor conſequently be the proper Object of 
dur Deſires? And if you will forgive 2 
Remark which perhaps is not fo folid as 
the Subject requires, I am apt to think that 
"of that Baſhfulneſs and W 


rer e eee mel eee 


ibe Lou of GOD. 65 


feel in our ſelves to declare Love though. 


ever ſo pure and ſo refined from baſe and 


r Bei and which ſhews it ſelf in 


moſt, but eſpecially in the beſt and moſt 
nerous Tempers, proceeds from hence: 
The Soul bluſhes to declafe her Indigence, 
and to go out of her ſelf to ſeek for Hap- 
pineſs in that which is not, cannot be the 
proper Object of her Deſires. Tis true, 
à Siſter Soul may give ſomewhat better 
Entertainment to our Love than other 
Creatures can, but ſhe is not able to 
content it. She muſt: ſeek her own Fe- 
| licity abroad, and if ſhe cannot be her 
own Good, there is little Reaſon to 
expect ſhe ſhould be ours. And being - 
have heard ſome object againſt your 
Account of the firſt and great Command-= 
ment, that it is prejudicial to the ſecond; 
and becauſe I am of a quite contrary 
Opinion, and think nothing does more 
effectually ſecure and improve it, I wilt 
therefore offer to your Conſideration and 
Correction ſuch Meditations as I have had 
about it. EOF... hy 
I x were I confeſs a ſtrong Prejadies 
againſt your Way of ſtating the Loye'of 
GOD, if it were in any Meafure inqu- 
rious to the right Underſtanding and due 
Performance of the Love we owe to our 
0 * Neighbour; - 


W r= Lon _ . 
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- Neighbour. For ſiner the Precepts ' of 
be the Goſpel are an exact and beautiful 
Syſtem Wiſdom and Perfection, every 
ode of whoſe Parts are ſo duly propor- 
* that the Reſult of all 
ect Harmony and Order, I muſt 
conclude, that when ſuch a Senſe 
db put upon one as cauſes it to 
>: claſh and interſere with another, it can't 
be the genuine Meaning of it. And if 1 
can't make over the =. of my Defire 
1 to 8 Q D, without taking from char 
Portion of Love he has my 
WNMNeighbour, I maſt of N ſet the 
- Significatiog, of that Precept to a lower 
Piteh, and find out ſome other Medium 
to interpret the firſt and great Command 
ment. But there's no Neceſſity for this: 
_ .-. $0 far is your Account of the Love of 
_ GOD from being prejudicial to the Love 
of our Neighbour, that (if I think right) 
tis the only ſolid and ſure Foundation it 
can reſt upon. For if I may lawfully 
F | _ beſtow any Share of my Deſire on my 
© Neighbour, why not on the reſt of G OD's 
Creatures that are uſeful and beneficial to 
me, provided my Love be not inordinate, 
but contain it ſelf within thoſe Bounds 
that Reaſon and Religion have preſcribed? 
For thoſe who contend for — 
8 4 lire 
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the Laus f GOD. go 
Deſire towards our Neighbour, 2 deny 

but that that Deſire may be ino | 
and in that Reſpe& unlawful; ur there - 
fore, according to them, it is not the bare | 
defiring, 
of that Deſite that makes it ſinful. But 
does not Reaſon plead as much for the 
Lawfulneſs of deſiring one Creature as 
another? And what Arguments can be 
fetched from thence for the Love of our 
| Neighbour, that will not be as concluding 
for the Love of other Creatures in the 
Degree and Proportion 7 If it be fledged 
that we have a Command to love 'out 
Nei 
tures, this ſeems to me a begffing af the 
Queſtion ; for the Matter in Debate 4s, 
ether that Command ought to be. un- 


but the Exceſ and Irregularity | 26 


but none to love other tea 


derſtood of Love of Deſire, or Love of Be. N 


nevolence. But if we once permit dur 
Deſire to ſtray aſter the Creature, 57 c 


a Bank to all that Miſchief, Malice 'aad 
Uncharitableneſs that is in the World. ; 


And indeed what can be ſo deſtructive to 
the Love of our Neighbour as the 
Deſires? For the Creature being finite ad 
empty too, and therefore unable to ſatisſie 
the Defire of a rational Soul, -how is it 
poſſible but that a Multitude of Loverg 


W VEINS the fame thing, which is 
| 12 * \ 
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| very far from being able to- fatisfie one, 
much lefs all of them, ſhould croſs each 
other in theſe Deſires and Purſuits, and 
; conſequently deftroy that Peace and mutual 

Benevolence which ought to be cheriſhed _ 


OT _ — — — = — = 
— - 
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we _ I — 8 
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among rational Beings, and to which the 
Precepts of the Goſpel ſo ſtrictly engage 


us? But the Divine Nature is an inexhau- 
ſtible Ocean of Felicity, in which every 
one of us may ſatisfie his moſt” inlarged 
Deſires, without the leaſt Diminution of 
its Fulneſs ! We need not grudge nor envy _ 
each other's Portion, for here is enough 
for us all, And therefore the Soul that 
+ centers all her Love on G O D, has no 
| Temptatiof to thoſe Sins that obſtruct her 
| Benevolence to her Neighbour.' She does 
| ' + not male Gold ber Hope, nor the fine Gold 
1 ber | Confidence, and therefore can very 
| 8; readily part with it to ſupply her Brother's 
MùMaoLeceſfities. She does not place her Felicity 
13 in the Pomps and Pleaſures of this Mortal 
LlLiſe, and therefore does neither enyy him 
who poſſeſſes them, nor ſeeks by injurious 
Practices to deprive him of them. And 
as ſhe has no Pleaſure, no Coveting, no 
Ambition, but to partake of the Divine 
Nature, ſo the Excellency of that Good 
et which ſhe feeds aſſimilates her into its 
own Likeneſs, and inſpires her with ſuch a 
' generous 


generous and diffuſive Benignity, that ſhe 
is to ſpend and be ſpent ſor the 
of others, and in Imitation of the 


Acts of Kindneſs — Bene ficence, as uncir- 
cumſeribedly and 33 as the Capacity 
of her Nature will | 

War has been is ſufficient 


Dog: 
to authorize me without Suſpicion of In- 


2 to withdraw my Heart from my 
eighbour, and fix it entirely on him who 


has Merit enough to deſerve, and Kindneſs ' 
enough to embrace and requite the high» 


' the Low 4 60D. | 91 


ivine Philantbropy, expands her ſelf in 


eſt and moſt arduous degree of Loye 1 


can poſſibly beſtow on him. But it may 


further be - conſidered, that our Saviour _ 


commands us to love our Neighbour as 


our ſelves, and to love one another as be... © | 
has loved us. Now our Love to our ſelves . 


is a Love of Benevolence, and confe- 
quently ſach a Love to our Neighbour | 


does fully diſcharge the Obligation of 
that Command. Nor does it appear that 
our Saviour loved with a Love of Deſire, 


as he was G OD he could not, eee 7 
was Man he need not, for a Love of Be-. 


volence will anſwer all the Ends of his 
coming into the World. The Seri 


tis true, mentions ſome happy Favourites 3 
who had a greater Intereſt in his Loye 
I 3 than 
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- thin others. We read that "FOO 
Vor Lazarus; and of the Diftihle Whom 
___FESUS Joved, but there is 0 Neceſſity 
do underſtand this of a Love of Deſire, and 
x whatever other Reaſon niay be aſſigned 
ſor this particular Kindhefs Lam apt 
do think the main Deſign of it was for 
4 ” our Example; that as our bleſſed Lord has 
lleſt us a Pattern of every Virtue, ſo he 
1 might eſpecially recommend to ug that 
moſt noble and comprehenſive one Friend. 
ip, Which next to the Love of G O D 
( has the Precedency of all the reſt. I am 
1 250 th e v far from deſigning any 
| 7 {Prejudice Friendſhip by what f have 
pffered here, I rather intend to affert and 
I 3 1. adyance it. For he who his Deſires 
L's 1 run after his Friend, will in the End 
. neither pleaſe himſelf nor advantage his 
1 Fuiendihip. How often do we force the 
1 tty. to deprive us of theſe dear 
'K ' Idols that have ufarped our Hearts? That 
i ſo he may convince us how improper it 
zi o permit our Sbuls to cleave, to any 
. Oreatuare, which, allowing) it to be able 
* 10 entertain us at preſent, can give no 
5 Security for the future. And therefore 
| he who would ſecure his: Felicity, and 
have the Current of his Delight ren! | 
Welt not ſuffer. Ty eye yo fix on any 


g | | Object 
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defective is ſo far not 


, ad 24: an <a tr ©. . , , , 9 e v / , Cir Ra I ac 
* 


ea : 55 
Object but that which is the ſame Weſter 
day, to Day, and for ever. Beſides, the 
Defe&s which we in Friendſhip, owe 
their Original to | this miſplaced Deſire. 
'Tis this, that knowing the Narrowneſs of 
Humane Nature makes us endeavour to 
a worthy „ 


comtratiing) and limiting his ages. au? toc th 


— 


This is it that hood-winks our Souls, and 


makes us blind to our Friend's Impet» 
feftions ; for where- ever Love fixes, it 
either Ade or | fancies Excellency and 
Perfection: To diſcover.a Defect embitreis 
its Delight; wakes it out of its 
Dream, and is an uncaſie Momitor that te 
ought: not to reſt here, 


y not lovely. But he who-will not 
ſce his Friend's Infirmities is not like to 


great Deſign of Friendſhip, 


Irregularity, and to 
the Mind with the 


1 


What is it but Deſire that creates thoſt . 
which ſometimes 


Jealouſies and 
creep into this refined Affection? For pure 


. "ot 


having no Regard 


Trierer 


inform him of them, and ſo fruſtrates the 
Which is to 
8 and vorredt the moſt minute 
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'  Ruptare, as tis odds but it may, conſi- 


that unbecoming Exceſs of Grief which is 


us to ympathize with and rejoyce in his 


nels and Endearment to win upon 


abr concerning br 
diſguſted at the Kindneſs 


would not be 


Which is ſhen to a third Perſon, but 


rather /rejoyce at the Exerciſe of its 
Fnend's Virtue. From Deſire proceeds 


apt indecently to tranſport us when G0 
tranſlates our Friend from our Boſom 


into his ow]n. A generous and regular 


Friendſhip, after it | 4 paid:that Tribute 
of Tears which Nature and/the Worth of 
the Perſon requires, will rather prompt 


Happineſs, than to regret and complain 
of our own Loſs, There is yet another 
Andedency that would be prevented: were 


gar Love“ only benevolent; and that 


, that ſtrong Antipathy which uſually 
ſucceeds Affection whenever it comes to a 


dering the great Weakneſs of Humane 


\ . and how ſeldom a Man is in 


ery Stage of his Liſe conſiſtent with 


himſelf for a rightly conſtituted Friendſhip 


will incline us by all the Arts of Sweet- 
the 
Offender, who has ſo much the greater 
need of our Benevolence, by how much 
he does the leſs deſerve it. Our Kindneſs 
When he no longer returns it is the more 
d and i dert more 400 
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And though it can't be called Friendſhip 
when the is broke on one ſide, yet 
there may be a moſt — and exalted Bos 
neyolence on the other. N 
Ar rx all, methinks r is. ES 
the ado great and noble kind of Lore, 
I ů ů as & find [| 
of Deſire, and ſo unwilling to withdraw 3 
it from the Creature, ſince ſo placed it is 19 
a continual Neproach to us, and Wi: 
„ upbraids us with our Weakneſs and + 
e. To need and defire nothing * 0K 
out of / himſelf is che tive and. OY 
perſection of the Divine Nature: And $4.7 | 
though a Creature need not bluſh to/lans'. 
guiſn aſter GO D's Fulneſs, and to thirſtt 


for this Fountain of Living Water, ek 
methinks it ſhould, to long after roten 
Cifterns, Creatures as dry and empty as it 

ſelf; did we therefore conſult either our - * 

Honour or our Intereſt, we ſhould without * 
Relu baniſh the Creature from our #1 
, abandoning all other Defires but 3:0 
that which has all the Pleaſure and Advan- . 
10 of — . without any of 1 its Pain and I k 4 
8 I b ee . 

this and my laft, to point out, though : 

very imperſectly, ſome of hs Preroga- 4 

tives of Divine Love. And 1 hope twill j! 
appear 3 
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Wy , "Letters concerung | 
appear front the Utility as well as from the 

' Reaſonableneſs of the thing, that we ought 

to fix the whole of our Love on our Ma- 
ker. And in truth, if we think it reaſon- 
able to love GO at all, L know not how 

we can with Safety permit our Hearts to 
love any thing elſe. For though we may 
fancy that the Love of the Creature is 
not contradictory, but ſubotdinate to the 
Love of G OD, yet Love being the mot 
rapid of all Motions, if once our Deſire 
be ſet a moving, in vain do we think to 
ſtop and oircumſcribe it; and | therefore 


s it is unjuſt, ſo it is unſaſe to give it the 
hs any Object but 
Him” who is n adequate 

"y Ade N + IKE 
d with . Male. 


the Reaſons Why we 
n and \wyh | 

could read that 1 Author in his 

own Language, or that he ſpake mine. 
However I have ſome Queries to make 
about the Matter, but muſt reſer it to ano- 
ther Opportunity. You tell me I muſt 
12 not expect a Definition of Pleaſure, all I 
Aeͤleeſire is only ſuch an Account as we Have 


| of ſome other things, which ſtrictly ſpeak- 


| \ ing are not capable of a Definition = 
q | Notion which I have entertained c 

K hy 
tt 
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tbe Love of GOD. 
ſure is, That it is that grate ul Relifh or 
— which every Fuculiy enjoys," th 
the 2 Application of it ſelf, to fuch 
Obje 
Ori if you pleaſe, Pleaſure I take to be, 
the. Gratification of Natural Appetites 
according to, and not exceeding the Inten- 


tion of Nature, and I pray be ſo kind as to 


tell me wherein I miſtake, S 2 you 
_ further engage me £6 be ; 


-SIR, 5 0 
February ig, Mie Your very humblg 1155 
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are agreeable to its Nature. 
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LETTER VI. 
Mr. Nona Aufwer. 


"MADAM, 


Amo kfitedel cnn our ſelf that 


my great Argument the intire 
ve of GO D taken from his being the 


only true Cauſe of our Good, is fo well 


diſcharged of that Difficulty which you 
urgeck a it, becauſe (as I told you in 

my firſt) 1 think it the only material one 
to which it ſtands expoſed, and becauſe 
it has received from your skilful Hand the 


utmoſt Advantage it was capable of. 80 
that now I cannot but conclude the 
go upon to be very found, not 
expecting to be attacked by a ftro 

Objection, or by one better managed. The 
ſame occurred to my own Thoughts while 
I Was compoſing my Diſcourſe, but I 
thought it would be time enough to con- 
ſider it when it came to be objected, and. 
I have fince met with a little flying Touch 
of it in a modern Philoſopher of very 
conſiderable Note, Monſieur Regis, a Car- 


tefian, 


10 


FEM 8 

the Love of GO D. 
te who in his ' Metaphy- 
2 upon this very =D * . 
Ground that GO D is not "460 
the Moral Good of Man. G O-D (fays 9 | 
he) is not the Moral Good of Man nei- Wy 
ther becauſe he produces | thoſe things 
which are agreeable to him, nor becauſe 
he cauſes thoſe Pleaſures which he feels. 
Not the firſt, becauſe G O D would then 
be the Moral Good of all other Creatures | 
as well as Man, becauſe he does as much 1 
roduce what is agreeable to them as what AY 
is ſo to Man. Not the ſecond, becauſpg 
GOD would then be no leſs the More . 
Evil of Man than his Moral be „ 
cauſe he does no leſs produce the Pan 
which he ſuffers, than the Pleaſure which 
he enjoys. From which he poſitively | 
concludes, that GOD is not the Moral © 
Good of Man. And indeed meaning \by ©, 
Moral Good (what he does) that — 2 f 
a Man makes a good uſe of, I know not 
but that it may be very proper to 92 
that GOD is not the Moral, but the Na- 
tural Good of Man: As being that Good 
which perfects his Nature. Though the 
reaſon of his Aſſertion, taken from GD 
producing our Pain as well as our Pleas . 
lure, ſeems upon the former Confidera- 
tions not to be ſo juſt, ſince that would 


equally 
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Tu other Difficulty rw the i intiro 
Love of G0 D taken from its Inconſiſt- 
eney with the Love of our Neighbour, 
(which you” ſay you have heard ſome 
urge OT ccount of the firſt and 


| 7 on, ; 
* 20 3 it. But I wonder to hear of 
this. O on, as pertinent as it is, ſince 
{© OLED had already laid in a ſaicient 
Caution againſt it in the Diſcourſe it ſelf, 
For tis moſt certain that the moſt intire 
Love of GO D enjoyn'd in the firſt: Com- 
mandment does by no means exclude the 
Love of our Neighbour injoyned in the 
 tecond, in caſe theſe two Loves be of 
two different Kinds, the former ſuppoſe 
Love of Deſire, and the latter Love of 
*Beneyolence, there being no manner of 
_  Repugnancy between the deſiring none 
but G0 D, and the wiſhing 7 to Men, 
and is only the joyning theſe two dif- 
ferent Ideas under one common Name 
Love) that makes it ſeem as if there 
were. To love none but G OD, and yet 
' to 
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tis all becauſe of the Equivocation of the 


deſiring him 23 a Good, and when ap- 
deſiring them as a Good, but deſiring 


F r enn 


to love others beſides GO D, do "indeed 
ſeem to be contradictory Propoſitions, but 


Word { Leue ), which when applyed c 1 
GOD. in the firſt Commandment fignikes 


plyed #6 Men in the ſecond ſigniſies . 5 


to them. yup cannot I thus loye 
G O D only, and my | Neighbour 
and fo fulfil both Commands? Cannot 
defire but one thing only in the World, ys 
and yet at the fame time with well ta 
every thing elſe? Tis plain that I may, 
and that the Intireneſs of IT to a | 
GOD does no way my Love to 3 
my Neighbour, < e N 
to be of a different Kind from the former. {1 
Thoſe therefore that will have one of | Wo | 
4 
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theſe to be excluſive of the other, ought 
firſt to prove that the word / Love uſed | 
in both Commands is taken according = 14 
the ſume Senſe in both, chat by Love of” | 4 vol 
our Neighbour is meant Love of Deſire 13 
as well as by the Love of G OD, withe, 2. 
out which their ion is * precarious, _, 
and inftead of proving, they do put beg ] 
the Queſtion. And I ſhould be glad 15 „ [ 
” any of our Objectors prove inſtead bo 

of preſuming it, that by 1 -of "our. "Tl 
Neighbours "Fo 


4 * 0 , 
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tog Lnser concerning ALAS 
Neighbours, 4s” intended love of - Deſire. * 
Tr. they on the other hand demand what 
Proof I have that the Love of our Neigh- 
bour here is not Love of Deſire, IL anſwer, 
|; firſt that according to alt the Laws of 
Diſpute I may 1 take leave to 
ſuppoſe that it is not, till my ObjeQors 
prove that it is. Since my Account of 
the firſt Commandment does not overthrow 
the ſecond but only Su tion that 
Love 'of our Neig bee th — 
Love of Deſire, they that — thee to my- 


5 — ought in all Logick and Conſcience 


"*” . the only ching chat is called by the Name 
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do prove that ĩt has that Signification, till 
770 las time I may fairly ſuppoſe that it 

has not, and that the ce aufe they 
themſelves cannot pretend that Deſire is 


of Love, but muſt needs allow that there 
is alſo a Love of Benevolence, and that 
theſe two have very diſtinct Ideas. But not 
to inſiſt upon a Privilege I do not need: 
I anfwer again that all thoſe A 
hereby I prove that GOD only ought 
ide loved with Love of Deſire, do alſo 
- inaplicitly prove that that is not the 
oe wherewith we are to love our Neigh- 
bau and conſequently that that is not 
" Fel Love intended in the ſecond Com- 
mandment, but only Love of Benevolence. 
1 For 
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For ſinte there are but mY 


dation of the ObjeQion) 
of G O D is not conſiſtent with the Love 
of our Neighbour, as Love fignifies Delire; 
if L prove that G O0 D only ought to be 
loved with Love of Deſire (as I think 1 
have dotie) then it muſt follow either that 
our Neighbour ought not to be loved at 
all: which is manifeſtly; abſurd, or that 
Love of Benevolence is the Love that muſt 
fall to his ſhare, and that which conſe- 
quentiy is enjoy ned in the ſecond Com 
mandment. And 1 wonder how it ſheulde 
enter into any Man's Head, f-iagine 
that any other Laue than this was het 
intended. For though it were otherwiſe 7-7 
never ſo lawful and allowable to loye » j 
our Neighbour with Love of Deſire, and 
he otherwiſe: neyer ſo capable of it, yet 94 
is it imaginable that this ſnould be tnade ; 
the mattet of a Command, and required r 
us as a Duty! Is it once to be thought 
that GOD who is an infinite Good, inf 
nitely deſirable, infinitely deſerving e 
our higheſt A ffections, nay of our well 
Love; and withal infinitety-able to late 
and reward it, ſhould Command 
Love or Deſire a Creature, and a ( 
as vain and infirm and inſufficie as : 
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much a Shadow as our ſelves, and that 
© immediately after he had in ſuch Empha- 
tick Terms required us to fix our Zove upon 
himſelf ? Is 1 it I fay to be thought, that 
G OD when he had laid it upon us as a 
Duty to. repoſe our ſelves upon his own 
Stable Centre, ſhould immediately after 
require us to lean upon that which cannot 
ſuſtain its own weight? That when he 
had commanded us to come and quench 
7 our mighty Thirſt at his on ever ſpri 
ing Fountain (with whom as the 
7 ; 1 
de Very next Breath ſend us away to a 
5 Cit that too a broken one? That 
die ſhould call us to himſelf, and then 

s if he alone were not able to ſuffice for 
uss, and to ſatisfie thoſe inlarged Appetites 
Which he had given us, b call in the 
Creatures to bear part of the . 
and ſend us from himſelf to them? Are 
is theſe Thoughts worthy of GOD? But 
„ beides, let me appeal to any of thoſe 
. ee 
Ie of the Second Commandment, do 


; "oy c exer feel any Remorſe of Conſcience 
1 1 _ {a1 hay ing been * in Love of deſire 
| ſb 8 their Neighbour; or does their 
I” _ .  Contexence ever upbraid them for having 
|. N thereby fail d in their regard towards the 
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l Le of GOD. 
Second Commandment : or do they ever 


think it nebeſſary to for having 
been deſective in this kind of L Our 
Conſbience indeed does often e to 
us our deſire of Creatures (as you very 
well remark from our Baſhfulneſs and Un- 
willingneſs: to own our ſelves to be in 
Le but never that E kn of, does it 
Reproach us for our Indiffe DOM 
them, or us to Repent And 
indeed it would ee n Re- 
avg ab Man to fall Upon his Knees, 
he had withdrawn. alt" his Deſires" ſrom-his 
Creatures and fix d them wholly WR 
that he did not defire them as his 
though at che ſame time lie wiſh d Un 
and was to do them all the 
he could. I dread: to f 


the Lan 

of ſuch 4 Penitent, . 

an "abſurd!" Dulhann he fathers ' u | 
G OD For can we imagin chat G0 
will charge that Perſon as guilry of che 
Second Commandment who intirely loveh 
him, and bears a hearty goodwill to his 
Fellow' Creatures, merely becauſe he'does 
not alſd deſire them as his Good? Is it 
not enough to wiſh and do well to them? 
For tell me Madam, what you think of 
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1 = his whole Affection upon G 0 D, 
and ſo to love him with all his: rt, 
Soul, Mind and Strength, as to withdraw 
his Love from all the Creatures, and not 
in the leaſt to deſire any of them as his 
goods, only to deſite good to them all, to 
do them good as far as he has Opportunity, 
and to endea vour to unite them to the true 
good. J further ſuppoſe him to perſevere 
in this Diſpoſition of Mind to the very 
laſt, and then ask whether you can think 
that ſuch a Perſon has any to anſwer 
the Bar of: G/OD's Juſtice for the 
h of the ſetond Commandment, or 
* -avhietwongon think G OD will damn and 
gcgtetnally ſeparate ſuch an one from his 
Pereſence, as defective in his Meaſures of 
(| © --* | Ghagity menrly for not making Creatures 
13 his — and the Object of his Deſire ? 
1 But need not put ſuch a Queſtion to you, 
Who Lam perſuaded at the firſt Propoſal 
of it will as ſo far from judi ing ſuch a 
+ "Perſon to be a juſt Object of O D's 
Diipicaſure, that you will conclude he bas 
All chat is neceſſary to recommend him 
tio his higheſt — and to qualiſie him 
0 partake of his Sovereign Happineſß. 
But tis a Queſtion very proper to be put 
"ts my Adverſarics, who muſt either ſay 
| | SO: 9 a Perſon» of this 


Y 


Ae Gs 60 wy. | 
A or (which therefore appears to 
be certainly the right) that Love of Defire* » 

is not the Love requiredof us in the ſecond” 
Commandment, but only Love of Benevo-; 
lence, which *whoever d does by thlae B 


alone ſifficiently ſatisfie the Intention: and MM 
Obligation of that Law, { 
Bstots, does not he Command duk. 1 
ciently explain it If? For (as you very " 
judicioufly remark) our Saviour commands 


us to love our Neighbour as our Ke 3 
which by the Way ſeems to me not only” 

an abſolute Meaſure, but a relative TD 
_ raQter,” put in on purpoſe to diſtinguiſh/it.. 
from the'Tove of C GB. But. oh 
you well reſume, our Love of "our ved | 
is not Love of Deſire, but Love of Bene: 
lence; Moſt undoubtgdly fo, for wh r 
reflects upon the Love himſelf wil 

ſently 1 0 that tis not a defirin 

himſelf as h. os 2 but a deſiring of ing'of 
good to A1 as appears from that vul- 
gar Expreſſion, Charity begins at home, 
and from the Vice of — by which 
we mean a craving and ſeeking aſter more 
than comes to a Man's Share, without 
having”) to the Community, or a 
Purſuance of ones own private 
ntereſt in Oppoſition to that ef the 
Fam Vour other Remark is no leſs 
K3 important, 
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140 / "pl "ent 
_ important, that. our Saviour does alſo com- 
© mand us to love ane another; as he hath I 
loved us, that is, ſay you, not with love 
of Deſire, but that of Benevolence. For 
as GOD he could nat love us with love of 

Deſire, and as Man he need not, fance love 
of Benevolence would anſwer all the Ends 
of his coming into the World, to which I 
add that neither need he as Man, .becauſe 

Nee 

preme Good, with which Union I cannot 
- conceive. hop the Deſire of any Creature 


Gould be conſiſtent, For as GOD himſelf 


g 7 ng is own Fulnefs, ſo neither can he 


defire any thing out of himſelf be- 


that enjoy s GOD deſire any thing out of 
him becauſe of the Fulneſs of GOD. The 
rent of GOD does certainly put a 

iod to all Deſire, and utterly quench 
the moſt flaming Thirſt of a Creature, and 
how then can = whoſe Deſire is ſatisfied, 
geſire any further, or if he does, how then 
is it ſatisfied ? For which, reaſon by the 
ay, I think. it neceſſary to conelude that 
xc. Bleſſed in Heaven all poſſi 


| g out of him, but that all 
ure docs utterly ceaſe, 
EET he ſilenced in that Region of 


and that gen is all in al all to 
A — 
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thoſe that enjoy him. But now we cannot 


ſuppoſe any of the Bleſſed Spirits ſo united 


to God in Heaven, as our Saviour was 
while upon Earth, who therefore muſt be 
ſuppoſed to love Mankind with love of 


kind of Love from Men to one another. 
But there needs no Argument from without 


to prove this to be his meaning. The Tett 


you refer to (Jobs 13. 34.) ſufficiently | 
— Bends, A new Command- 


ment I give unto you, that ye love one. . 
another. *""Y 
love one another. Wherein tis lab 


As T have loved you that 


ion were, they 


ſhould be ready to lay down their Lives för 
the Salvation of their Brethren, as he had 


f de. es * Om 3 nls? 8 5-7 


of the Words, 
w_ Expoſitors that I know of upon the 

ace, | 304.7 © 11 (68 | wr 
Hur beſides, does not the Scri 
expreſs our love 


Apoſtle, Row. 13. 10.) wworketh ng ill % 


K 4 -"" "mo 


/ 


1 . — : | _ * % a 
1 Ni MN NE enn MN Nee 


. — —— 
|. WT. * — — — 


. —_ 
— 


— — — ——— r 3 


2 


——— w 


52 


m 
— 
* 


— 


1 * 
3 "— — — ——d— MEM ² fre eines RI g 
l . . WE i e 
7 8 — S » 
N of 5 * 8 4+ 


in 


112 Letters concerning 


d that is, does not hurt or 
injure him, but do him all good. Which 


Character ſhews it to be truly meant of 


Love of Benevolence. I ſay truly. And 


that tis meant of that only, as being of it 


ſelf intitely commenſurate to the full Extent 


ol Charity, is evident from the Mords that 


follow, Therefore Love is the - fulfitling of 
the Law, Of what Law? Not to be ſure 


' of the firſt Table. For our Love to our 


Neighbour though never ſo perfect, cannot 
ſatiahe our Obligation to & O. D. It muſt 
be thereſore of the ſecond. Table, i which 


3 thus fulfilled by Benevolence can 


nne. This is 
| 


2 "4 —— ion. She fk when the Apoſtle 
tays, that Love is tbe u 


filling of #be Law, 
as tis plain that by oy he, ge Love 
of Benevolence, ſo tis plain that by Law 
he means the ſecond Table of the Law. 
And this he ſays is fulfill'd by Love. And 
indeed tis very obyious to conceive how 
Love of Benevolence fulfills, it, by keeping 
gur Neighbour undamaged in all his Inte- 
reſts and Concernments. But how Love of 
Deſire fulfills it, or any one Precept of it, 
js to me very difficult to underſtand; and 1 
ſhould be glad to be inform d how Love of 


Peſire can be aid to fulfil the Seventh Com- 


8 7 at not eat Adultery. 
Again, 


a the Love of GOD. : 113 1 | 
Again, when the ſame Apoſtle reckons up 
the Fruits of Charity, does he make any 
mention of Deſire, does he not deſeribe them 
all by the Expreſſions of Benevolence? He 
ſays, It ſuffers long and'ss king, _ 
envies not, vaunts not it-ſelf; is not 
up, does not behave it ſelf unſcem 1 

5 - _— 


not her own, 2 
no evil, rejoyces not in Iniquity, but in the 


Truth, that it bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, and indures all 
things ; but it ſeems the Apoſtle had forgot 
to put in Deſire, or elſe he thought it no — 
Furtof Chriſtian Charity, And I nuf hr. 
feſs that L am of the latter Opinia - 1 
AnD as the Scripture always ſpeaks Er 
Brotherly Love and Charity in Terms ime 4 
porting — ſo whenever it ſpeaks 
of the oppoſite Vice Vice dos it not always de- 
ſcribe it by ccontrary Chatacters? Doc it 
ever deſeribe it by want of Deſire? No, but 
by want of Good-Will, by Anger, Wrath 
Envy, Bitterneſs, Malice, and ſuch like 
Terms. And by ne 
is that Chriſt will proceed in his 8 
of the World, whether by Love © Bela 
lence or by Love of Defire, I ſhall leave to ' 
be pſy bc” by what he fays himſelf con- 
cerning- that matter in the 2 5th Chapter of 
St. Matthew. From all which put together - 
1 | 
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I think nothing can be more clear and cer- 
© tain; than that the Love intended and re- 
quired in the ſecond great Commandment of 
the Law, is not Love of Deſire, but only 
Love of Benevolence. And I cannot ima- 
gine what (beſides the Equivocation of the 
Word Laus) ſhould incline People to a 
contrary Notion, unleſs it be that Clauſe in 
the Commandment: And the ſecond is like 
unto it, whence perhaps it has been con- 
claded: that becauſe the firſt is meant of 
">, Love of Defire, therefore the ſecond muſt 
.../- |, be to too. But he muſt, be either much 
p Prejudiced, or very dull-ſighted, that does 
g not ſ by lite unto it is only meant of 
cgqual Authority and Obligation in Oppoſi- 
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tion to the Pharifaic Partiality towards the 
of the Law. Well then the Reſult 
of the Conſiderations is this, ſince 
that moſt intire Love of GOD I ſtand for 
in the firſt Commandment does not at all 
interfere with the Love of our Neighbour 
in the ſecond, ſuppoling that by Love there 
ve are not to underſtand Love of Deſire, 
but only Love of Benevolence, and ſince 
0 1 have en Love of Benevolence is the 
Poe there ſolely intended, I may now 
with Aſſurance conclude that the Account 
1 have given of the firſt Commandment, as 
high as it is, is no way injurious to the 
: ſecond, 
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ſecond, the thing which you tell me is laid 
to my Charge. But you go further, un- 
dertaking to ſhow that my Account of the 


Love of GOD & far from being prejudi- 


cial to that of our Neighbour, that it is the 
only true ſolid Foundation it\can reſt upon. 
I thoroughly approve what you ſay upon 
this Part, but not offer to add any 
thing to it, becauſe indeed you have ſaid all. 
I promiſed in my laſt that in my next 1 
would add ſomething to the Reaſon of our 
loving GOD ſo intirely, but having fallen 


ce, muſt 
let me be in your Debt — | 


defire concerning Pleaſure. In the mean time 
L leave you to that of your own Medita- 
tions, more of which upon this great Sub- 
MADAM, 0G. 
J. NORRIS 


— 
March 23. 
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: —.— of G0 D, on account of its 


i or later) the Diſquict and Uneafne 
may well refer them to their on 
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OU have ſo clearly aa et ah 
.Obje made againſt the intire 


ejudicial to the Love of our N eighbout, 

at I we ſhall hear no more of that 
truly when our Objectors have 
Nas they will for certain ſooner 
— 


ence for a full Con viction of the — 
blene/s of ſuch Deſires. As far as I can 


F —_— the Objection is founded upon 


ppoſition, rhas. all Humane Love is a 
Live of Defire ; a Love that ariſes from 
and terminates in that inſatiable Deſire we 
haye of our own Happineſs : Which me- 


_ thinks is very great Reproach to Humane 


Nature, which as bad as it is, is not unca- 


pable of a pure and diſintereſſed Benevo- 
lence. Had they duly attended to what you 


he wit in your Theory of Love, PORES 
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Sect. 5. they would - have: diſcerned the 
Falſeneſs of their Suppoſition. But though 


Experience would aſſure me that there is 
there are ſome Perſons in the: World to 
whom I could perform the: higheſt Ser- 
vices, without any the leaſt Intuition of | 
Reward, . or Proſpect of bettering my 


* —— 
own Being. Rn oe 2360-46 7: Me 


ſuch a thing as unmixed Benevdlence ; fo 


all other Arguments ſhould fail, my own _ 


the Love of G.OD. 17 © 


AND now, to proceed in out moſt ex 


bow much I injute it by my wennde nt Ll 


nagement; yet that IL may give 


<< 


45 
Y 
, 1 


4 
N. 


rather to diſcover my Ignorance than be 
wanting in my Reſpect. I will therefore 
firſt declare What L think may be added to 


the Unreaſonableneſs of loving the Creaw 


ture; and fecondly hat to the Reaſonable- 
nels of interpreting the firſt and | 


* I \ 
- 


cellent Subject, though Lam very ſenſible © ; 


ä 


. 4 4 


your better, Meditations, and booweſe-:of © 
the juſt Deterence I pay; you, Lam con 


| 
Commandmeatt in se Wide Ses 


themſelves, and ſeem to me not altogether 
1 ö n r 


Fon the, firſt, think it very unreaſon- 
able to loye the Creature, becauſe it tan 


neyer anſwer the End of Love. We dees 
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tented in ; Compliance ; with, your Def, 
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- enly in order to Happineſs, nothing being 
_ deſirable any further than as it 
| that End; but the love of the Creature is 
more apt to hinder than advance our Hap- 
14 pPineſs, wuch is the End of loving, and 
5 ,  thereloreawall reaſon Creatures ouglit not 
1 be deſirable. It | 
4 to be t deſira t may perhaps 
* be objected that this is metaphyſical Non- 
order to our Good, that whilſt we are in 
Mz the World we are ſo far from being happy, 
3 that we cannot fo much as ſubſiſt without 
„FJ. ee thi, proyided the Crew 
tte be uſed/only as an Oteafor of our 
|: 7, Goodyund with that Indifferency that it 
*# = due to it. But if we teſt in it as our End, 
1 fure, it is ſo far from being our Good, that 
4 
| 


it certainly becomes our Byil, in that it 
1 - deludes our Expettations, ſhrinks under us 
70 2 when we have laid the Weight'of our Souls 
x upon it, and cauſes us to fall into Air and 
. make us happy is evident from all thoſe 
11 Topicks that declare its Vanity, its Uncer- 
4 tainty, and Tnability to fill the Capacities 
of the Soul, For let a Man graſp as much 
of the Creature as poſſibly he can, he will 
ſtill nd an Emptineſ$ in his Soul, and that 
ſomething is ſtill wanting to n 15 
wing li 


- eo fe 8.4 oo; 
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Bliß, which is the Reaſon Why we 


ſhould touch the Sky, but when he comes” va 


tainly be our Vexatidn, it cannot be real " Sd + ; 
able to love the'Creatures and conſcquently a 1 
if Loye be not an unredfimable Paſſion, and N 1 


r d Cs r 


7 
1 
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the Love of cont 1 077% 
= 
always upon the Hunt after Variety, 
Enjoyments, like a Boy at the Foot of 'a . 
who Bestes if tie want waht he 


there, finds. it as much out of his Reach as , 
wor 80 true is that Concluſion of the 
eee ee fulleſt Enjoy. + 

and the beſt N 
Ces to judge of them of any we know. 
of, that all is Vanity andYexation of Syiriten” + | 
And: therefore. utileſs Reaſon require us te 
place our Felicity in that which will cexs 


s = 
: + — wo 


ö 1 [i 

1 
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* Py 4 « 


if it be fit to love at all, tis highly" 
ſonable to love GO, and him any. VIP. ke 

Bur if abſtracted Reaſons can t perſia de/ . NY 
us to the intire Love of! GD D, ER 
further be conſidered, that this is _ 3 


way to ſecure to us that which we are to, * 44 * 


very fond oß, even the Enjoyment of he 3 i 
Creature. It is moſt eren the: Di- 2 * 
vine Benignity does Wael 
envy, nor arbitrarily. Op 


that has a true Te it 
tisfation, - arid therefore ors he-deprives 


us of thoſe occaſional Goods that miniſter oi . / 


to our Eaſe and Pleaſure, n that u 
e 


4 
* 


. things 


=") concerning. 5 

„ e ſecure our Intereſt in our 
true and only 7 Good, by removing thoſe 
that ſtood between us and it, 
which eclipſed" our View, withdrew our 
Affections, and hindred us in the Enjoyment 
of it. And therefore to fix our Love warmly 
and entirely on GOD, is the moſt like- 

| ly way to be ſure of p all that is 
good in other things. For the Croſſes 
and Diſappointments that we meet with 


are mainly deſigned to divert us from our 
vain Purſuit after the Shadow of Good, 


to direct us towards the Subſtance ; to 
W us ex entally ſince we will not 
2 attend to what Reaſon ſuggeſts, 
de Emptineſs and UnſatisfaBtorineſs of all 


I I may add, tur e toons ant Gins- 


dur Nature, we cannot but acknowledge 

that tis little and low, and unbecoming the 
Soul-of Man to place the leaſt degree of 
Ma Happineſs/in any Creature Whatſoever. 
ug we Soul is capab 


le of enjoying 


ſince 


he, - freely offers himſelf to "og — 
tis as injurious to her Honour as 


to her Happineſs to ſtoop at 


1 us, any Senſe of the Dignity of 


g. 82e s A tp tv © 3 bp + © by + = 8 W 
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E Love of G OD. "nat. 
and to degrade her fif to ſuck" nean EU. A 
Jopments,” 2 
Fun dent ching to be: drive: b wad fy, 1 
ſomewhat to the 'Reaſonableneſs of inter- 1 
ting the great Commandment in the | 
Notion. That our Sayiour's meats 1 
ing was that we ſhould love the Lord out 
GOD. with all the Force and Energy of - 
our Souls excluſively: of all other Loves, ö 1 
may be d from the great fitneſs 
there is in ſuch a Love to promote the / 
Deſign of Religion in and of the *.Þ 
Chriſtian Religion in particular, which iss, 
to retrieve the Auge PRecitude and Pee KM i 
fection of Humane Nature, or rather to | 
improve it; to new draw and perſect inn 
our Souls chat Beautiful Image of tt 
Maker, which by our Sins and Errors we 
have defaced ; in a word, to make us as 19 
Godlike as is oonſiſtent with tlie Capacity 1 
of a Creature; and I know not any thing 2 
that does 10 effectually conduce to this as 
the entire Love of G O D. 2 a 
Love is to unite it {elf to its Obi | | 
Motion it makes is in order to that "End, 
and ſince Heterogeneous Substances 1 
ne ver cordially unite, ſince without Sim 1 
tude of Diſpoſition there ane — . 7 
therefore Love does ever crideavourattes F | 
Likeneſs; it would if it were *yolible . 
L wave Tf 
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the Nature of things will admit, i 
kate with the beloved Object. Hence no- 
of 2 Imitation as Love, 


ene 4 2 
| — 9 ought not 
ts. lows the Wiockd, of the 


| of being conformed to it. H then we love 
| GOD intirely we ſhall with all the Powers 
of our Soul endeavour to be like him, and 
4 according to the Degree of our Love, fo 
” Will be the Nearneſs of our Reſemblance. 
| For we cannot make GOD like our ſelves, 
J 


IA. therefore we deſire a Union, we muſt 
. be conformed to the Diuine Nature. Love, 
as the wiſe Man long ſince obſerv'd, 
ſurpaſſes all things for Iluminal ian. 
And wherefore does it fo, but becaule it 
fixes the Eyes of our Mind upon its Obje&, 
makes them keen and piercing; cauſes 
our Thoughts to dwell upon its Beauties, 
for they will always be buſied about what 
we love? And as Love is very ſagacious 
in finding out every little Punctilio that 
will recommend it to its. Beloyed, ſo it is 
maſt reſtleſs and unwearied in the Practice 
of all Endearments. It will regulate all 
its Operations by his Models, imitate all 
his imitable that er pr 


td. inn. and ec nt Lo no oc. nod. are edn ts a £5 ans oat. 


the Love of 60D. 123 | 


thet which ig che great Band of Affection, 
Siniffitade'sf Nature, Sinee therefore the 
4 ol bd has ach an Aptheſs to 


23 of the Chriſtian 
eligion, 1 ut reaſonable to think that 
out Lord upon 


r Account did ſo 
highly magnifie, and ſo ſtrictl — 
And indeed, fince Love does 


influence alf our Motions, fince. opens | 
all our ions and Vis 


tend to nothing elſe 
liſhment of ſome Defite,”%t 
but fit and decorotis that all our Delites. 
ſhould fix ot him, whoſe we are, and (or 


whoſe Glory we were Create. 


Endeavours, 
2 of Acting 


To the Reaſonableneſs of the Dieter 
GOD, we may further add the Neceffity 
a double Account. 


of it, and that upon 
Firft, becauſe this is the only Vital Prin- 
opt of Holineſs, the only effectual Means 


weary, > our Obedience, and conſe- 
quently o us for the Enjoyment 
K 668 


There is no way of utiiting 


out ſel ves to GO but by keeping his 
Commandments, for then, and not othier- 


wiſe, do aye dwell in him "and be © in us; 
Since therefore Obedience is neceſſary in 


order to H that which the only 
true Principle of Obedience mal de of 
—— 2 


\ 


2 
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; there can be no true Obedience, and 
where-ever Obedience is found tis 2 
certain Criterion of Love, is plainly evi- 
dent from our Saviour's diſcourfing in the 
14. and 15 Chapters of St. Jahn; . 
8 univerſal Obedience 
ye of GOD, or to argue " a = 
Obedience to the intire Love of GO D, 
is as ſound a Way of Argumentation, as 
to prove any other Effect by its Cauſe, or 
Cauſe by the Effect. It were eaſie to ſhow 

how every particular Duty is neceſſarily 


donſequent to the Love of GOD, how i d 


ounded upon, and does naturally ſpring 
= It. But I ſhall not here enter into 


the Detail, I will only take notice of _ 


Management of our Thoughts, 
them 1 our Words and Actions, — 
derive the Neceſſity of the intire Love of 
G OD, from the Impoſſibility of govern- 
ing our Thoughts as we ought without it. 
Now this is moſt certain, that what we 
love will be uppermoſt in our Minds; there 
is no better Mark to diſcover our love than 
by obſerving what is the moſt frequent 
Subject of our Thoughts. For Thought 


ems to me to be nothing elſe but the 
Determination of the Soul to ſome cer- 
tain Object which ſhe deſires either to 
contemplate or enjoy. She forms in por 


ET ²˙ m ůw. . ̃ uM ccoSrt..c - q 


' 
is, 
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ſelf the Images and Repreſentations of 
what ſhe delights in, or contrives how the 
may obtain it, and remove 'what ſtands _ 
betwixt her and it: And therefore where= 
ever the Weight of our Deſire reſts, the 
Stream of our Thoughts will follow 
*tis to no to drive them away, 
for . we may for a while put a Force 
on them, they will inſenſibly ſteal back 
in. So that if we mean to keep our 
Hearts with all Diligence (che only way 
to ſecure our outward Demeanour) we 
muſt above all things take care to regy- 
late our Deſire, ſince it is by this that 
fall into Deſtruction. Tf "therefore our 
Hearts be too buſie about any thing in 
this World, I know no other Way to cure 
that Diſorder but by rectify ing our De- 
ſire: let us ceaſe to love it, and we mall 
eaſily reſtrain our Hearts From being: in- 
ordinately buſied about it. . 550. 
Ir is not ſo much the Mood of Temp: 
tations, alas! All that the World and 
the Devil can offer to bribe our Hearts is 
paultry and inconſiderable; it is not ſo 
much the unavoidable Hamit of our 
Nature, which has not ſuch an Averſion 
to G0 D as we pretend; but it is the 
defe& of our Love, our wilful mifpl 


{ane Divine Affection, our voluntary — 
L 3 kerings 
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kerings after the Creature that fets us at 
Diſtance from the Creator. For let any 
one Who hes boen intimately acquainted 
with the Movements of his own Heart 
tell me, Whether he does not find that all 
the ſtrong Guſts of Temptation blow from 
this Quarter? Whilſt he duly contemplates 
the Divine Perſections, looks on G O D 
as his true and only good and deſires him 
accondingly, is not his Obedience prompt 


Alacrity and unwearied Vigor, and are 
n6t all its Motions regular and pleaſing ? 
no ſooner does his Deſire ſtep into a 


_  By+path; and he ſuffer himſelf to doat on 
the Grentuee,. but all is unhinged; and falls 
de diner, the Wheels af his Chaiot 


maye flowly, his. Thoughts wander, -his 
Devotion languiſhes, his Paſſions grow 
unruly, his Intentions corrupt, and his 
good Actions become lame and broken. 
Liſtleſneſs in the Worſhip of G O D, our 
Coldneſb' and Wandrings in his Service, 
hew much Labour it coſts us to raiſe up 


dur Hearts to Heaven, and put them in a 
right Tune, but rather let us com 


in of 
gur Want of Love, for that is the true 
Gauie of all this Untowerdneſa, al! our 
Sins and + Infirmities, our moral Miſtakes 
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and ImperfeQions from nothing 
elſe but this; let us once banifh our Idols 
from our Hearts whatever are, and 
we ſhall quickly find that all will be well 
again. For in vain do we ſearch for Rules 

to regulate our Manners, and preſcribe 
Remedies to cure our Infiemities, which 
do but baffle our Induftry and reproach 
our Skill, our Preſcriptions will do us but 
little Service till we have reformed our 
Love, the of which is the 
true Source of all our Diſorder, the corrupt 
Root of all our Faults. If therefore woe. 
would come up to our holy Religion, if ate 
would be thoſe wiſe and excellent Crea- 
tures that & O D deſigns we ſhould, let us 
above all things fix our Lo ve on ita proper | 


Object, put it in a re Motion, and 
then do but allow it Scope, and faithfully 


ue its Tendencies, and we need not 
afraid of amiſs ; we ſhould run 
the Race that is | before us with Chear- 
fulneſs and Vigor, in a direct Line, and 
with an unwearied Conſtancy. 8 when 
Love is arrived at its Zenith when 6 
is all in all, then and not till then, 

we be conſummate ; and the greater ; 
Progreſs we make in this Love whilſt we 
ſtay on Earth, the nearer Approaches do 
we make to Perfection. Could we love 
L 4 GOD 
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60D as intirely as he loves himſelf, we 


mould then be perſect as our heavenly 


Father is perfect. 

On way whereby the (ors of GOD | 
_ mightily! facilitates our Obedience, and 
ſecures the Performance of it is this, it 


reduces our Duty to a very narrow Com- 


For it is not the Difficulty! but the 
ultiplicity of our Tasks which is the 
Cauſe that ſome of them are neglected. 
We cannot ſay of any particular Duty that 
it is impoſſible, and yet through the 
Shortneſs of our Views, and Narrowneſs 
of our Powers, it frequently happens 
that ſome of our Devoirs are unperformed. 
But though a Man cannot attend to 
things at once, yet ſure he can to this one, 
to love the Lord his GOD with all his 
Heart; &c. that is, to move towards him 
with all the Force of his Nature. And 
though I cannot ſay this will ſecure him 
. all pitiable Infirmities, yet I dare 
venture to affirm it will from all imputable 
| Trandgreſſions, and keep him as free from 
Sin as is conſiſtent with the Imperſection 
this preſent State: And certainly to 


bk 4 fortifiedFagainſt the Venom, and ſecured 
. from the Shame of Sin, is no inconſiderable 


Bleſſing. Repentance is indeed an excel- 
lent Antidote to expel. the /Poyſon, but 
40S tis 
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the Love of G0 D. 129 
tis much better not to take it. For though 
I were ſure to be delivered from the evil 


Conſequences of Sin, I would not com- 


mit — account of its natural 


Turpitude and concomitant” Evil. Tis ſo 


exceedingly ugly in its own Nature, and 
ſuch a Reproach to ours, that tho? I know 
G O D (ſo great is his Goodneſs) ' will 


—— me upon my true Repentance, yet 


know not how to forgive my ſelf, | Even 
that very Goodneſs which frees us from 
the Puniſhment, encreaſes the Shame of 


Sin, and makes it ſo much the more Abo- 


minable in that it is an Offence aga 
great a Goodneſo. 
in my Mind is very emphatick : How can 


do this great Evil and fin againſt GOD? 


He does not ſay how can I expoſe my ſelf 
to the Hazard of Diſcovery, the Pain of 
Repentance, and all the evil Effects and 
Puniſnhments of Sin? No, that which was 
moſt grie vous to him, and is to to all 


ingenuous Tempers, was the Oppoſition 


that is in Sin to the Nature of GO D, the 
Affront that it offers to his Majeſty an and 
Goodneſs. In his Opinion Sin in it ſelf 


was the only conſiderable Evil, the only 


thing to be avoided and fled from, for 
certainly of all Puniſhments this is moſt 
. A to be given up to our own' 


Hearts 


inſt·ſo 
oſeph's Expoſtulation | 


"I way u ſufficient Apology 
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is the Scene of Temptation, 


in a word, to be 15 & as aur 


. eee 
for the ſtrictneſs 
of the Divine Law. For ſince tie GOD 
only that does us good, and he only that 
is our Good; ſince all our Happineſs con- 
liſts in 2 Union with and Enjoyment of 
him; and ſince without there can 
de no Union with G 0 D, and that with- 


out Obedience to his Commands we can 


of his Nature; therefore 
is of abſolute Neceſſity, becauſe 


ne ver 
Helinet: 


it r to be happy 33 


To ſuppoſe it is to ſuppoſe the 
greateſt Abſurdity, and to imagine either 


. that GOD is not our Happineſ, or that 


"tis ble to enjoy him without. being 
en We —. thereſore no reaſon 
to complain of the ſtricteſt Precepts of our 
Religion. ' For when we are commanded: 
to cleanſe our ſelves from: all Filthoneſs 
of | Fleſb' and Spirit, to pere Holineſs, 
to deny and martifie that Part of us which 
the corruptible 
Body which preſſes down. the, Soul, to be 


holy in ail 8 of Converſation, and 


we are but in other 


* * Words 


the Lous G0 13. 
Words commanded to be as happy as ever 
we can, no difficult Task one would thing 
we may rather wonder why. it ſhould be 
joyned us, Grice Nature and the Reaſon 
things didate and preſa it on us. But 
though we all naturally purſue after Hap- 
pineſa, though we all conſtantly deſire it, 
yet we are too apt to miſtake the meana 
of attaining it. And therefore G O D has 
thought fit out of his unſpeakable Good- 
neſs to ſend his Son into the World, to 
ſhew. us by Precept and Example the true 
way to Felicity, and explicitly diſeover 
that which we all blindly purſue: He daes 
not exact of us Duty, but what if we 
had a juſt vie w of things we would chuſe 
our ſelves, and only engages us by all 
that Deference that is due to his Wiſdom; 
by all that Obedience we owe to his Au- 
thority, to ſeek for Happineſo there only 
where we rare ſure to find it; to make uſe 
of ſuch Methods as will infallibly ſecure 
us from deluſion and diſappointment; 
and therefore we can never anſwer it either 
fractory to ſuch exuberant Kindneſs d 


y, the intire Love of GOD 


Bur 
is neccfſary, becauſe unleſs we Loe GD 
only, we da in effect not love him at 2 
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at the ſame time, as An the Soul ſhould 


bim. To love & in other words to make 
the thing beloved our End: We move 


e on e 0 oil 
Creature being in their own Nature in- 


compatible, and by allowing our ſel ves 


to love the one, we do by conſequence 
forſake the other. For belides what you 
have already very excellently obſerved to 
this purpoſe in the Diſcourke it ſelf, it 
may further be conſidered, ' that Love be- 
ing the ſame to the Soul that Motion is 
to Bodies, as Bodies cannot have two 
Centers, or different Terms of Motion, 
ſo/ neither can the Soul have a twofold 
deſire. We may as reaſonably expect that 
a Stone ſhould go up Hill and down Hill 


at once love GOD and any thing beſides 


towards good in order to make that good 
our own, and to embrace and acquieſce in 
it. Now he that loves the. Creature does 


' it becauſe he expects ſome degrees of Hap- 


pineſs (at leaſt) | from it, and fo far makes 
it his End, and conſequently does not 


center upon G0 D as his compleat and 


only Felicity, for if he did, it were impoſ- 
fible to with-hold any degree of his Love 
from him. Again, if as you ſaid in your 


laſt; he that enjoys G O D cannot deſire 


| 4. eb 
infinite 


1 1 


ee GOD. 13 


:nfinite Fulneſs.of. G O D, then certainly 
a ee any thing beſides GOD. 
whatever etends, or however he 
deceives bine Joes not truly love , 
for if he did, that would — op Dee 
of the Creature. He that has diſcovered 
the Fountain will not ſeek for troubled 
and failing Streams to quench his Thirſt: 
He can never be content to ſtep aſide to 
catch at the Shadow who is in purſuit and 
View. of the . Subſtance. The Soul that 
19 — G O D has no occaſion to love other 
ings, becauſe it neither needs nor expects 
Pele from them. Whenever it moves 
towards the Creature it muſt neceffarily 
forſake the Creator, and it can never truly 
turn to him without a Dereliction of 1 
beſides him. 
PrRHATs this may be thought a 

skrewing up things to too great a height, 
a winding up our Nature to. a. pitch it is 
not able to 4 and though it may be 
fit and deſirable, yet it is not at preſent 

racticable to — GO D with ſuch an 
intenſe and abſtracted Affection. But 1 
conſider, that ſince we are ſo apt to 
dle down the Hill, ſo inclinable to 


— 


e 
up with the leaſt and loweſt Meaſures; 
ſince tis impoſſible we ſhould love too 


much, and very great danger of our lo. 


ing 


OL [JE [CODEINE 
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conſtantly come ſhort of our 


only to ſecure and 


ing too little; and that — U. 


Copy g reach the Original ; 2 
amiſs to our Duty in the 
ſtricteſt Meaſures, to excite our Endea- 
vours to do as well as we can, fince we 
cannot expect to compaſs what we ought, 
or pay to the Divine what is due 
to his tranſcendent Excellencies and infi- 
nite Love to us: And fince our juſt Debt 


"_ be diſcharged, is it not fit to Taiſe 


tion as high as our Stock will 
bear Beſides, the Deſign of all this is 


improve our Happi- 
nes and is it not an odd thing for a 


Man ode of e e mich, 


Happineſs is eyer flaming, he -may indeed 
be, and often is miſtaken in his Applica- 
tions to particular Objects, can it then 
be thought a Diſcourteſie to direct him 
to that never-failing that ftable 
Center which cannot diſappoint him ? And 


h 2 he may think it at firſt an 
1 % g to reſtrain his Deſires from 


— Thounts, and to put them in a 


new-and quite contrary. Motion, yet if the 
Reaſonablenef of the thing cannot, at leaſt 
let his Kindneſs to bimtelf perſuade him 


to 15, (4-6 „** 
| ut 


and of being over happy ? His-Defire of 


3 
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fully conyinced that the intire Love of 
GOD Erna 
An D indeed, nothing 
greaten and inlarge the Mind as the Love 
of GON; for when it has fo. vaſt a Good 


before it, it \ muſt needs ſtretch it ſelf to 


receive the Fulleſt Draught that ever it can, 
and to be covetous and ambitious of the 


ſupreme Good are laudable 


very 
Farther yet, the Love f GOD will in- 


ſpire the Soul with the moſt 
Sentiments. . A noble Mind though it love 
never © heartily, will not defire Love 
again unleſs it can pretend to ſome Merit 
to recommend it. And though Merit is a 


thing that Creatures can have no Title to 
of their Creator, yet ſome faint 
Reſemblance of it they may aſpire to. 


in 1 


Though they cannot ſtrictiy delerye, * 
they may do that which through 
gracious will entitle them 2 
his Favour, which though it be not Merit, 
yet through his Condeſcenſion is equivalent 


to it. And therefore an ardent Lover of 


GOD will confider how incongruous it is 
to him with a mean and narrow 
Soul, 4 Heart ing on the Earth, 
cleaving to little Creatures. He will 


| . 
IM , | 
4 


88 little time he will be 


ves thi. 


Leiter, conce . uing 
40 nothing-but what is great and 
beſt is fit ſor GG Ds Service, and will 
ſtriye even to out-do himſelf that he may 
procur an Oblation tolerably fit for ſuch 
. To conclude, when e can ſay 
1 rs David, our Hearts are fixed, when 
© they are intirely fixed on GOD, we have 
BY 9 very great to ing and giue Praiſe, 
„ $46 for then we are truly and very happy, 
5 but never till then. 
1 An p now Sir, you have all that at 
8 preſent occurs to my Mind on this noble 
4 | t, and when you have added 
what you promiſe, I think there will not 
remain much more to be ſaid upon this 
Subject, unleſs you will pleaſe to aſſign the 
Cauſe why we are fo backward to a — Sap 
. that is both ſo teaſonable in it ſelf, and ib 
1 pleaſant and profitable to us. It may in- 
Jdeed ſeem exceeding ſtrange to a conſiderate 
il Perſon, Why any one who has the Uſe of 
1 ſhould not love G OD, or why 
he ſhould love any thing beſides him. For 
does not the Will as naturally and neceſſa- 
rily.fek after Good and cleave to it, as 
the hungry Appetite does to its Food, or 
the thirſty Hart to the refreſhing Streams? 
And does not G 0 D comprehend all 
. poſſible Good, is he not the very Fountain 
and fole Author of it? Is he not Goodneſs 


it 
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it ſelf, that communicative Gogdhieſs which 
gave 'Being to all things, in Whem 
things are, and — Whatſoever 
is good in them muſt in a more eminemt 
manner ſubſiſt in him, as you have fully 3 
made out in a juſt Diſcourſe upon the Sub» © | 
And admitting that he were not tie 
Biene Cauſe of all our Good, of all our 3 
Princip g Senſations; yet, according W N 
ples of all Mankind (for they who 3 | 
deny G 0 D and his" Goodriels' do”nod 0 
deſerve to be ranked in that Number) ai 
the good that we do or can enjoy, is, if not x 
that way, yet: ſome way or other derived Mad 
from him. Whither then can the Will 
poſſibly move but towards him? Where 
can it quench its inſatiable - Thirſt but in 
this inexhauſtible Ocean of Delight? And 
having once taſted of this true and only: / 
 fatisfying Good, is it poſſible that it ſhould 1 
deſite or reliſh. any thing beſides hv. x 4-1 
It is indeed ſtrange, very ſtrange that it l 
ſhould ! And no body could imagine id 
Experience did not daily declare it. om 
whence then does this 'Abſurdirzyoaryes 
What's the reaſon that we de not AI ſeek 
for Good there, and there only, whete we 
all acknowledge it does in the moſt mi. 
nent manner refide ? Why the chief 


that though we AM know iy yo * 


* 
* 9 N N 
e 


ke in ich the vulgar Herd. Probably 


thi 
| TOs diſcharged our * and there- 


thoroug 
us to this Choice, Ts our Misfortune 
that. we live an animal beſore we liye a 
rational Life; the Good we enjoy is 
tranſmitted to us through Bodily Mediums, 
and contracts ſich a a TinQture of. the Con- 
veyance through which it that 
forgetting the true Cauſe and Sourſe of all 
our Good, we take up with thoſe occaſional 
Goods that are more viſible, and preſent 


to our animal Nature. Beſides, the Ni- 


ſtakes of our Education do too much 


confirm us in this Error. We ſuck in falſe 


Principles and Tendencies betimes, and 
are taught, not to thirſt after & O D as 
our only Good, but to cloſe with thaſe 
viſible Objects that ſurround us, to reſt 
ſony. in them. Theſe we learn to covet 
| ee Goods, to value our _ 
2n,”and'be pleaſed in the Enjoyment 
them. And as we grow pe ſee the 
merality of the World purſuing the ſame 
Method, and think it our Wiſdom to 


We 7 been taught to call on GOD, 
do agknowledge him the giver of all good 
in a formal Addreſs, and when we 
tan docs {ſo we fancy we have paid our 


fore 


e enen eee enen 


* * 


e 


fore Enquire no . into "wy «Ga n 
of it, but put on out Religion as we s 
our Cloaths in conformity to the Faſhion 
nay perhaps do not ©” much ſtady, Is « n 
make ſo many Inquiries about that a 1 
do about the other. Thus ate we 1 
ſibly betrayed into a wron Motion, and 
blindly run on in it, till at length "we, be- 
come fo glew'd to the Creature, that tis 
almoſt as difficult to wean us from it, as it 
is to change che Leopard's Spots, or whiten 
the Negros Skin: And finding the Pro- | 
penfion {> early and ſo ſtrong, we imagi ine | 
that Nature not Cuftom 1 is AE Nuthor of it; 
which certainly is a very groſs Miſtake, 
Tis voluntary Ed, ſuperinduced Habits, 
and. evil Cuſtoms that ſets us in Op fe 
to G OD, it is not through ac Kain 
Averſion chat we turn from him. — f 
what can Nature deſire but a Supply of all 
her Wants, and a Union with the Fon 
tain' of all Felicity? And ſhe is not © - 
blind in other things as to miſtake a. Stone 
for Bread, and Poyſon for Food. Nor 
would ſhe go retrograde in this het great 
and primary Motion, if we did not glap a 
falſe Byaſs on her, and force het into a By- 
path. "Cuſtom, as the Philoſogher well 
obſeryed, is no ſmall matter: It is the 
moſt difficult thing imaginable to recall | 
M 2 dur 
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our Thoughts, and withdraw the Stream 
of our Affections from that Channel in 


which they were uſed to flow. Which is 
a further proof of the great Neceſſity that 


lies upon us to cut off all Deſire from the 
Creature to ſhut up all the Ave- 


7 8 nues of our Souls from created Good, even 


from thoſe deareſt Idols that bear the near- 
eſt Us 5 4 to * Maker, to whom 

our evolence is due, though the 
my" not to uſurp our Deſire. 3 
* this Time I have ſufficiently tired 
you, 2 therefore muſt not ſtay to en- 
the Uſefulneſs, and conſe- 


quently the Value of that Book of yours 


you were pleaſed to ſend me, I can res 
return my Thanks for it, and all your 
other F —_ as it 8 


' 1 SIR, 

x Pao :oaͤr much oblig d 

de g Ir 
net 1094 and humble Servant. 
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Mr. Nona Anſwer,” 


MADAM, ] 


wo ir bern id has run 
ve you no 1645 Satisfaction 
. the 'Fecand Difficulty ariſing 


from the 5 Inconſiſtency of the in- 
tire Love of G O D with the Love of our 


Neighbour, than concerning the firſt, ſug- 
gelte from the Cauſality of GOD in re- 
ference to Pain as well as Pleaſure, I ſhall 
now reſume that 'Thread of my Diſcourſe, 


which in the laſt ſave one I begun, but 


by Occaſion of the Objection crofling my 
way was forced to interrupt and proceed - 


to add to what both you and my — An. '-in | 


already offered, ſuch further Impro 


as I think neceſſary in order to * — 4 
Eſtabliſhment of the intire Love of 60. 


The Truth and Reaſonableneſs of Which 


Notion the more I think of it ſeertis to 


me ſo very evident, that as I cannot with- 
hold my Aſſent from it my lf, To were it 
not. a matter of Practice wherein our Paſ- 
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tions to contend with, even after they 


Let ers wa 


Pons and Intereſts are concerned, as ; well 
as Theory that imploys our Undetſtand- 
ings, I ſhould ſtrangely wonder at all ra- 
tional and conſiderate Perſons that can. But 
this in great meaſure filences my Admira- 
tion. For this is the great Diſadvantage 
that all Truths of a Moral Natute lye 

under in compariſon. of thoſe that are 
Phyſical or Mathematical; that though 
the former be in themſelves no leſs cer- 
tain than the latter, and demonſtrated 
with equal Evidence, yet they will not 
equally conyince, nor find a parallel Re- 
ception in the Minds of Men, becauſe 
they meet with their Paſſions and Luſts, 
and have oftentimes the Will and Aﬀec- 


have gained upon their Underſtandings; 
whereas the other being abſtract and in- 


different Truths, and ſuch wherein they 
ate wholly diſintereſſed, ſtand or fall by 
their own Light, and never fail to be re- 


ceived according to the Degree of Evi- 
dene which: they bring with them. Were 


1 co deal only with the Rational Part of 
Man, I ſhould think that half of what 


has been fald would be enough to con- 
vince that, but conſidering the Nature of 
the Truth 1 advance, and what a ſtrong 


Intereſt is made--againſt- f. it — 
tionate 
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tionate part of Humane Nature, I can- 
not expect to find the generality of Men' 
over-forward to receive it. But then on 
the other fide neither ſhall I for the fame ©»: 4? 
Reaſon think their Backwardneſs any Ob- ; 
jection, or meaſure the Truth of the Pro- 
poſition by the Number of its Adherents. 
8 Men will believe 
no further than they Uke, and were the 
Notion never fo ſelf- evident, or the Ar- 
guments for it never ſo convincing and a 
demonſtrative, the mere Oppoſition that oo 
it carries to the Paſſions and lower Inte- 1 
reſts of Men, would, I. doubt not be 1 
enough to make it a Paradox. For What 
to have our Hearts that have been for 
many Years, even from the firſt Pulſes of 
them, cleaving and fixing and dry . 
to the World, taking Root in it, and in- +1 
ting with it by a thouſand little ' bo | 
Strings and Fibres, pluckt up and torn | 
away from it all at once, and our Hands 
that had taken ſuch faſt hold of it, at 
one Blow forced from its ſweet Embraces?* | _ 
To be at once entirely divorced from alt 
ſenſible Obj jects, to 8 5 all our Idols 
demoliſhed, — our high Places ken 
down, to be divided the Whole 
Creation, and to have all the Ties bro- 
ken which by a numerous Union linked 
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. us: to it, to be forced to undergo a my- 
ſtical Death, a ſpiritual Crucifixion, to 
| - |.  be-crucified to the World, and to have 
| 4 the World crucified to us; in one Word, 
do dye to the Body and World wherein 
*F BS we live, and withdraw our Love from 
1 the Objects of Senſe that we may place 
it all upon a ſpiritual and intellectual 
Good, who can expect that theſe things 
| 0 ſhould down with the generality of Man- 
5 kind, or that a Doctrine that encounters 
ſuch a ſtrong Tide of Prejudices ſhould 
[ find many Diſciples in a ſenſual and un- 
mortified World ? The other Precepts of 
| Morality croſs only ſome particular Inte- 
rreſts of Man, and fight only againſt ſome 
of his ſtraggling Paſlions, but this en- / 
«8 with the whole Body of Concu- 
pPiſcence, and at once encounters the 
Zn” \ Whole Intereſt of Prejudice, all the Force 
= | that is or can be raiſed in Humane Na- 
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ture, Which when I conſider, however 
| "7 | convinced of che Truth of what I con- 
| | tend for in the Receis of my Mind, I 
14 cannot hope by the cleareſt and ſtrongeſt 
; ; Reaſoning to reconcile the generality of 
the World to a Notion ſo oppoſite to the 
Paſſions, Cuſtoms and Prejudices of it. 
Only there may be here and there ſome 
liberal apd ingenious Spirits who have in 
great 
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great meaſure 
the Prejudices: — — thals 
Hearts from the Love of ſenſible Objects, 


true Mortification as to be capable of 
Conviction, and of having their Minds 
wrought upon by the Light and Force of 
Reaſon. And if we have not yet ſaid 
enough between us to convince ſuch as 
theſe, F 
Tur the natural tendency of the will 
being from the Author of 'our Natures 
muſt needs be right, it being impoſſible 
that G O D ſhould put a falſe Bias upon 
the Soul, and that therefore tis the * 
ſection and Duty of every rational Crea- 


ture to conform thoſe Determinations" of 1 a 
his Will that are free to that which is ein 


tural, or in other Words to take care that 


the Love of his Nature and the Love of 4 


his Choice conſpire in one, that they 
both agree in the ſame Motion, and con- 
center upon the fame Object. Thus far 
I think I advance nothing but What is 
clear and unqueſtionabte. We are theres! 
fore only concerned to conſider what is 
the natural Inclination of the Will, or, 
what that Object is to which it naturally 
tends and ſtands inclined, To this the 


general 


and fo far entered into the Methods 7 
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tton is plain, dn Wills::af x 
0 r 
terminations, agret in 
9 Bn of een] 
| ©  . dom in this Motion, or Command over 
EV it, but are altog 
| ſhews it to be properly 
. I lay down this therefore as an evident 
r 3 Propoſition, that the na- 


| tural Motion of the Will is to Good in 
ET But now how can the Will be 
* moved towards Good in general but by 
K being moved towards all Good? For to 


be moved towards all Good. And how 
can the Will be moved towards all Good 
but by being moved towards a univerſal 
gh „who in himſelf is and contains all 
Good * ? For as the Underſtanding cannot 
repreſent to it ſelf univerſal 22 but 
19 by being united to a Being who in the 
MF: Sunplicity-of his Nature includes all Be- 
TY ing, 1o neither can the Will be moved to 
WM: Good. in. general, but by being moved to- 
Wt bs” 
UW ot 


de moved towards Good as Good, is to 


of he Infinity of his Nature'conignehends 


all Good, that is, towards G O D, whois 
therefore * Tn" GE | 


tion of the Soul; | 


AND anne 
dent, if we conſider the Operation of 


that Cauſe by which this. natural Motion 
is produced. 1 his Cauſe I here ſuppoſe, 
and ha ve elſewhere ſhewn to be G OD, 
and indeed who elſe ſhould be the Cauſe 
of hrhat is natural in us, but he who is 
_ the Cauſe of our Natures. Let us ſee now 
how this Cauſe acts. G O D cannot act 
but by his Will, that's moſt certain. But 
now the Will of G O D is not, as in us, 
an Impreſſion that he receives from with- 


out and which accordingly car- 


muſt will and act for himſelf (as I have 


already repreſented it in the Dicht of 


Divine Love) fo alſo that the Loe ieh 
is in us muſt be the Effect of that very 


Love 


ries him out from himſelf, but an inward 
ſelcentring Principle, that both derives. / 
from and terminates in himſelf. - For as | 
GOD is to himſelf his own Good, his 
own Center and Beatifick Object, 0 the 
Love of G OD ne | 
Love of himſelf, Whence it will follow, 
that as G O D muſt therefore be his. on 
End, and whatever he wills or gate he 
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Love which G O D has for himſelf, there 
being no other Principle in the Nature of 
80D whereby he is ſuppoſed to act. 

| // Whence it will further follow-that the na- 
| | tural Tendency of our Love muſt neceſ- 
+  farily be towards the ſame Object | 
y which the Love of GOD aL) Dor 
? 
6. 


ſince Love in all created Spirits is not pro- 

duced but by the Will of GOD, which 

it ſelf is no other than the Love which 

he bears himſelf, it is impoſſible 'that 
800 ſhould give a Love to any Spirit 
. — which does not naturally tend whither his 
own Love does. And ſince it is evident 
that the Term of his own Love is him- 
ſelf, it is as evident that the ſame is alfo 
the natural Term of ours, that as our 
Rs Love comes from him, ſo it naturally 
+ ' tends to him, and that as he is the effi- 
dient, ſo he is alſo the true final Cauſe of 
the Will of Man, which I take to be no- 
thing elſe but that continual Impreſſion, 
whereby the Author of Nature moves him 
towards himſelf. Which by the way may 
ſerve to furniſh us with the true Reaſon 

of a very conſiderable Maxim which has 
hitherto been entertain'd without 'any, as 
being thought rather a firſt Principle than 

a Concluſion, I mean, that the Will of 
Man cannot will Evil as Evil. Which 
* though 
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though a Truth witneſſed by content Ex- 
perience, and ſuch as all Men readily con- 
ſent to, and acquieſce in, I deſpair of ever 


ſeeing rationally accounted for upon any 


other Suppoſition than the preſent. But 
according to this the Account is clear an 


eaſie. For here the Will it ſelf being ſup» 
to be nothing elſe but that general 
preſſion whereby GOD moves us con- 
— towards himſelf, it is plain that we 
— cclitty will or love Evili as Evil, 
as having no Motion from G O D towards 
it, but to the contrary, viz. 'to' himſelf, 


who is the univerſal Good. And as we | 


may demonſtrate 4 priori from this Im- 
preſſion whereby GOD moves us towards 
himſelf, that we cannot love Evil as Evil, 
ſo from the Experience we have that We 
cannot love Evil as Evil, we may argue, 
as d poſteriori, chat our Wills are by their 
original Motion carried towards G O D, 
and that he is the true and ſole _ of 
their natural Tendency.- : 


Wu en is alſo further 100 by all | 


thoſe Arguments which I have already, 
and may more at large produce, ſor our 
ſeeing all things in G O D as our univer- 
ſal Idea. For ſince the Will of Man is 


moved only towards what. the Spixit per- 


ceives, as is univerſally granted and by 
bn Expe- 


_ the Love of GOD. 149 8 l 
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_—_ - 158 is -G OD, therefore G OD ought 
to be the ſole Object of that which is 
free. The firſt of theſe Propoſitions is 
evident from that moral ReQtitude which 
muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed in the natu- 
tal Motions of our Love, as 'proceeding 
from the Author of our Natures, to which 
therefore the free Motions of it ought to 


; in GOD, who preſents 
no other Idea than Hhindelf, 


who indeed is all, it plainly and neceffz. 


the nn ions of our Will that are 
free ought to be conformable to ur 
which is natural. ; Nin 

Tun whole Sum end Foros tif this rea- 


D ning lyes in this Syllogiſm. That which 


5 the ſole of our natural Love 
t to be the ſole Object of that which 
e. But the ſole Object of our natural 


be conſormable. The ſecond Propoſition 
is that which I have profeſſedly _—_ 


and I chink Gaſficiently.. . Wherefore L lag 
the Concluſion as 
ws, That 9 the ſole 


. under Command, 
and) the. only one that is in Our Power, 


we muſt +6onglude that G OD requires ali 79 
the Loye which be can poſſibby require, 


and all the Love which we can potſibly 
give, even our whole Heart, Soul an 
Mind, which we are not therefore to di- 


vide betwixt him and the Creature, but 


to devote to him only, and religiouſiy to 
preſent as a Burnt-offering intirely tu be 
conſumed at his divine Altar. me thus 


the whole Motion of our Wills falls un» 
der the Right and Title of GOD, who 
becomes the juſt proprietary and adequate 
of them in their largeſt 


ken the greateſt Care to ſecure them 


himſelf. - He prevents that which is na. 
tural, and he requires that Which is free, 
The firſt. he makes hie-pwacky n 


fits and Obligations, by his own” Raum- 
ple, by beſtowing upon nn 
| | 80 


7 


of our free Love, Which being 


and utmoſt Latitude. There ate but t- 

ſorts: of Motions in our Souls, as in dur 
Bodies, natural and free, and both theſe 
belong of right to GO D, Who has . 


Ly 


; 
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- oy 
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10 : l 2 — all che Reason i in the Works. 
| Me are therefofe to caſt both theſe Loves 


into one and the ſame Channel, and make 
them both flow in one full Current to- 
, wards GOD. We are to make G0 
the only of our Love of Choice, 
as he has made himſelf the only Objec 
of our natural Love, and ſo joining = 
double Motion together to employ the 
, whole Force of our Nature upon him, 
and love him with all our Power from 
whom we have all the Power chat we have 
r An p how happy is that Man kat enn 
40 ſo, that can thus order and te 
the maſter and leading Paſſion of his Na- 
ture, that can thus love the Lord his GOD 
with all his Heart, Soul and Mind! How 
to be envied is that Man who can thus 
difingage his Affections from the Crea- 
| dure who can thus recollect, fix and ſet- 
tte his whole Love upon GOD! It may 
mem that he is not fo, and if we will 
Hhearken' to the fallacious Reports of our 
Senſes and Imaginations, they will tell us, 
that this is to enter into a dry, barren, 
_ 4iſconfolate and withering Condition, 
an in repreſent it as a ſtate of horrible 


_— as 'a' diſmal Solitude, But if 


it 
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4 the Love of G 0 D. . N 


Hands *tis ſuch an one as that 


e holy Mount, when he 
a the People to enjoy the 


Converſe. of GOD: = that of joariitlen. 


viour, When he tells his Diſciples that 
they ſhould all deſert and: leave him 
alone, and yet that he was not alone be⸗ 
cauſe his Father was with him. 
Solitude, when the Creatures retire from 
us, and leave us to the more full and fret 
Enjoyment of & O D, and thrice happy he 
that enjoys this divine Retreat, that can 
force 4 Creatures to withdraw, com 
mand their Abſence, and wholly empty 


his Heart of their Love that it may be the 


more free for the Reception and Enjoy- 
ment of him who is able to fill the larg- 
eſt Room he can prepare ſor him there 
How raviſhing and laſting are his Des, 
lights, how ſolid and profound is his 
Peace, how full and overflowing are his 


Joys, how bright and lucid are the Re- 


gions of his Soul, how intire and un- 
diſturbed are his Enjoyments, what a 
ſettled Calm poſſeſſes his Breaſt, What 4 
Unity of Thought, what a Singleneſs and 
Simplicity of Defire, and what a firm ſta- 
ble Reſt does his Soul find when ſhe thus 
repoſes her full Weight upon GOD! 
How looſe and diſingaged is res from the 

N World, 


Q. 


Ing about after 
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World, and how unconcerned does lie | 


= 


at once climbing up and falling down 


along through the various Scenes and 
evolutions of it, how unmoved and 
unaltered in all the ſeveral Changes and 
Chances of this mortal Liſe! While o- 
thers are tormented with Fears, and Cares, 
and Jealouſies, unſatisfied Deſires, and 
9 Attempts, while they are 
their own + arid one anothers 
r that which when they have it 
will not ſuffer them to ſleep, while 
are tortured with their Luſts, and wi 
thoſe Wars which are occafion'd by them, 
while they are quarrelling and — 
ing about the thin ngs of the World, hunt: 
ubbles and 
beating 'up and down after Preferments, 


from the Heights of Honour, purſuing 
hard in the Chaſe of Pleaſine; | all the 


4 way along complaining of Difappoint- 


ments, and yet (ſtrange Inchantment) till 
laying in a Stock for more : In one word, 
while they are thus ſuffering the various 
Puniſhments of an irregular and miſpla- 
ced Affection, 10 that the whole World 
ſeems to be like a great troubled Sea, 


working and foaming and raging, till all 


below be Storm and Tempeſt, his Breaſt 
in the mean while, like the higher Regi- 
K ons 


tb Luer G0 D. 
ons of the Air, enjoys a Heavenly Calm, 
2 Divine Serenity 
hinged and 
and intitely 
ter, upon the infinite Bulneſ and Suffici- 
ency of G0 D, he has no more part in 
any "World! Commotions than the Inha- 
bitants of the Air have in an Earthquake, 
nor is any further coneerned in the AF 
flictions of thoſe below him, but only to 
wonder at their n, and to pity run 
Miſery. EY | 

THetx as to his Moral State, muſt not 


the Life of ſuch an one needs be as in- 


nocent and vertuous as tis pleaſant and 
happy? Tis the Love of the Creature 
that is the general Temptation to Sin, and 


what St. James obſeryes of Wars and 


Fightings, is as true of all other immo 
Miſkari and Diſorders, that 3 
proceed our Luſts. And how 
and chaſte then muſt his Soul be that is 
thoroughly purged of all created Longs, 
and in wor! Te Love of GOD rx 
abfolate and unrival'd, without any Mix- 
ture or Competition, How ſecure muſt 
he needs be from Sin, when he has not 
that in in him which may betray him to it! 
The Tempter may come, but he will 
find nothing in him to take hold of, the 
N 2 World 


rere Ry 77 1" 


133 
, and being wholly un- 
Late from The Creature, 

ed upon another Cen- 


1 


ns and what a wonderful 
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World may ſpread round - about him a 
oyſonous Breath, but it will not hurt 
the very Cleanneſs of his Conſtitu- 

tion will guard him from the Infection. 
He has but one Love at all in his Heart, 
and that is ſor G O D, and how can he 
that loves nothing but G O D be tempted 
to tranigreis againſt him, when he has 
nothing to ſeparate him "from him, and 
all that is neceſſary, perhaps all that is 
poſſible to unite him to him! What is 
there that ſhould tempt ſuch a Man' to 
Sin, and what Temptation is there that 
he has not to incite him to all 
Progreſs muſt he 
needs make in it? Whither will not the 


intire Love of GOD carry him, and to 


what of Chriſtian Perfection will 
he not aſpire under the Conduct of fo 
Divine, Omnipotent a Principle ! If 
Obedience be the Fruit of . then 
what an intire Obedience may we 
from ſo intire a Love, and how Fulle 
will this Love of GOD be when there 


ae no Suckers to draw off the Nouriſh- 
ment from it, when there is no other 


Love to check and hinder its Growth! 


The Man that harbours Creatures in his 


Boſom, and divides his Heart betwixt 
e and them, will be always in great 
4 | Danger 
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Danger of being betrayed by them, and 
though he ſhould with great Care and 
habitual Watchfulnefs preſerve for GOD 


a greater Share in his Affections (which 
is the utmoſt ſuch an one can pretend to) 


yet he will have ſuch a weight conſtantly 


hanging upon his Soul, that he will be 
never able to ſoar very high, or arrive 


at any Excellency in Religion. But what 
is there on the other ſide that can hinder 


him who has emptied his Heart of the 
Creatures, and devoted it intirely to 


G O D, from reaching the higheſt pitch of 
attainable Goodneſs ? How orderly then 


and regular will be his Thoughts, how. 


refined and elevated his Affections, how 


obedient and compliant his Paſſions, ho- 
pure and ſincere his Intentions, ' how ge- 
nerous and noble his Undertakings, what 


a forward Zeal will he have for G O Is 
Glory, how chearful, vigorous and con- 
ſtant will he be in his Service, with what 
Angelick Swiftneſs will he perform what 
GOD requires of him, or whatever he 


thinks will be pleaſing to him, and how 


will he run the way of his Command- 
ments when his Heart is thus fet at Li- 
berty! At Liberty not only from this or 

that particular Incumbrance, this or that 
Luft or Paſſion, but from the whole Bo- 
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the Low of GOD. 157 
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4 of Sin, the intire Weight of Coney 


Piſeence. 
Bor Madam, while I thus ſet out the 
Reaſon and Advantage of the intire Love 
of GOD, I ſtill make further way for 
your Queſtion, ' how comes it to paſs that 
we are ſo backward to a Love which is 
both ſo reaſonable in it ſelf, and ſo plea- 
fant and profitable/ to us? you might 
haye 2 your Queſtion with ano- 
ther, ſince Men ate backward not only 
to pay that intire Love which they owe 
to G OD, but even to acknowledge the 
Debt, and are not only loth to obey the 
Command; but even to underſtand it, 
will uſe a thouſand Arts and Devices to 
ſhift off and evade the genuine Force of 
it, and rather than fail will fay, that 
though GOD in the moſt pr its Ad guy 
pres Terms calls for our whole Love, 
yet he means only a part of it. Sw 
and amazing Partiality and Preſumption! 
But of this general Back wardneſs to re- 
ceive the Senſe of this plain Command 
as plain as Thou ſbalt have no atber Gods 
# me) L have already hinted an Account 
in the former part of this Letter, and as 
to the Back wardneſs of putting it in Prac- 
tice, that has been ſo kayo cy Bu, 
and, 


fully accounted for by your better 
* that 


a 
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upon this part 
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that there is nothing leſt ſor mine to add 
of the Subject: And indeed 
ſcarce upon any other. I ſhall therefore 
conclude all with a very pertinent Paſlage 
out of one of the Prayers of St. Auſtin, in 
the 35th C 
alxuays {TI beſeech thee ) my Heart "with 
an umpue ne Love a With a con- 
tinual Remembrance of thee, that ſo as @ 
burning Flame ] may barn all over in the 
Sweetneſ5 of thy Love, which may not be 
quenched evenby Waters. Make me 


the Defire of thee to lay down the 2 gbe 


2725 


all carnal Defires, and the m 
of ear thly Cuncupiſcences, 

againſt and weigh down my nr K 
fo that running expeditely after thee in the 
Odor of \ thy Oint ments, I may be wor 
to arrtue to the efefually ſatisfying Vi 01 
of thy Beauty. For two Loves, one good 
and another bad, one feweet and another 
bitter, cannot dwell together in the 
Breaf, and therefore ¶ any one love 
thing beſides thee, thy Love, O God, is not 
in him. O Love of &weetneſs, O Sweetnefs 
Love, that 
that for ever remaineſt fincere and 
chaft, Love that does s burn and art 


never extinct, mou "__ good Feſus, 
my 


the Love of GOD. 159. 


ter of his Meditations. #80 


feveeteft Lord i love thee, and through | 


not torment but delight, 
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ſure and Concuprſcence, which is holy and 


2 y Heart, in my Mouth, and before my 


my God, my Love, kindle me all over with 
| Thy Fire, 21 the Love of thee, with thy 
jc bel with thy Foy, with thy Plea 


quiet and ſecure, 


goad, chaſie a clean, 


hat being all full of th Sweetneſs of 


„all on fire quith the Flame of thy 
rety, I may offi thee my GOD with 
= ole Heart, and with all the Pow- 


of my inward Parts, ' having thee in 


Eyes, always and ever where, that jo 
vers may be no place in me open * adul. 
'Ferous Lobes. 

- You ſee Madam, that St. Auſtin here 
moſt expreſly prays for the very ſame thing 
for which I argue, the moſt intire —_ of 
GOD, and who is there that can | 
ſeru ple to ſay Amen to this Divine = 
er of his? L for my own part aſſent to it 


(moſt heartily, and ſo beſeeching the 1 100 


Spirit, the great Diſpenſer of Charity, to 


' ſhed this intire Love of GOD into the 


Hearts of you and me, and all good Peo- 
ple, that ſo we may love him as a G O D, 
with a Love truly worthy of him, I leave 


you to the Correction of theſe my T houghts, 


and to the Enjoyment of your own; which 
whether you will farther communicate up- 
on this Subject, that ſo the —_ Hand may 
CON= 


tbe Love of GOD. 16 
conclude which begun it, I leave you to 
conſider, while 1 juſtly thank you for thle 
Advantage of your 12 Correſpondence, 
and aſſure you that I cannot expreſs how - * 
very much I am Por, Wen to con- 
tine 40 


— —— „ 


MA DAM, *% uk | 
| Bene, Four moſt faithful Friend, © 
N May ** | AY | N f * 
ö aAaAdldlnd humble Servant, 4 
| F. NORRIS MG 
8 
[ Tour Definition 0 Pleaſure j is right as 
1 for as it goes, but that is no further than 
a what * wWe call a nominal ſnition. ky 
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To Mr. N ORRIS. 


SIX, 


"Hove I intimated in my laſt that 
I had concluded my Meditations on 
this Subject, yet I find like its Divine Ob- 
it — no Bounds. And beſides the na- 
tural Vaſtneſs of the Argument, your con- 
* vincing and pathetick Diſcourſes ſo rouze 
my peg, ſo warm my Affections 
and enlarge my that I have 
2 more reſumed this noble. thi pleaſing, 
this pexfective Theme. which is the Solace 
of 1 my Heart, the Entertainment not only 
of my * Leifare, but of my moſt buſie and 
beſt employed Hours. For what have we 
to do, what is it that deſerves to be the 
Buſineſs of Rational Creatures but to adore 
and love their Maker? It were not worth 
while to live in the World, were it not to 
love GOD and pay our Devoirs to him; 
and could the Atheiſts mad Hypotheſis 
bly be true, our greateſt Wiſdom would 
with all Expedition to haſten out of i * 
UT 


e . eee eee 


* a 4 * 
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Bor though the Account 8 
5 the Love of OD be ſo accurate and en- * 
tertaining, yet I don't in the leaſt wonder \ 
that you comprehend this ſacred Theory * 
fo fully, And explain it ſo efficaciouſly, _ 
fince the great Evidence of Divine Loye 
has aſſured us that he will manifeſt him» | 
ſelf to them that love him; they ſhall ſee 
him, whilſt the blind World has no Vin 
of his Beauty ; they only can declare the 
Sweetneſs of this hidden Manna, who taſte A 
and feed on, and are intimately . | 
with it. ll 

Nox need you wonder at my Prolizity | 1 
which you are pleas d to entourage and "1 
commend, becauſe it is an Evidence that 
3 my Underſtanding be, my Will | : 

is right, and though I am very le +"% 
the one is too defective to deſerve Com- | 
mendations for its Notions, yet you are 
pleaſed to overlook its Imperſections on 
account of the Honeſty and Regularity of 
e the other. Love you know is talkative, 
as its Thoughts are ever, buſted in con- 
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e 
h templating, ſo is its Tongue in diſplay- 
0 ing the Beauties of its Object; it wou d 
z have all the World admire that which it 
5 doats on, and every thing he ſees or 
d hears ſerves to excite the dear Idea in a 
Lovers Mind. This we may obſerve 
T when 
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when the Object is finite, and perha 
un worthy of — Choice, and well by 
4. the Obſervation hold when our Hearts are 
united to infinite Perfection, when all 
the beauteous things that ſurrchnd us are 
| | but faint Shadows of our Beloved's Ex- 
cellencies, When our loftieft Praiſes are 
f no better than Detractions, and the higheſt 
1 Pitch of Love we can poſſibly skrew up 


| 
# | 1 . our Souls unto, infinitely unworthy of him, 
e were it poſſible to offer more. When 
. therefore in my ſolitary Muſings I enter- 


dtain my ſelf with theſe agreeable Contem- 
K plations, I fancy the whole Intellectual 
World is offering up it {elf a flaming Sacri- 
fice to GOD, and that there is no Con- 
tention among intelligent Beings but who 
Mall with greateſt Ardour love, praiſe, 
and ſerve the glorious Author of their 
Happineſs! Whatever it is, I am fare it 
ought to be ſo: For who can forbear to 
admire Beauty when plainly repreſented 
to his Eye? Or to be raviſhed with har- 
monious Numbers when they briskly 
ſtrike his Ear? Who is ſo dull as not to 
deſire what is lovely, and reliſh what is 
good? Why then is he not affected, nay, 
why is he not tranſported when careſſed 
by all that is good, and all that is lovely! 
When the Fruition of Beauty and Har- 
| mony 
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the Love of GOD. 1666 
mony, and Goodneſs in the Abſtract are 
offered to him ? Why we ſhould with-hold 


our Hearts from GO D, when it is not 


more our Duty than our Intefeſt and Hap» 
pineſs to offer them to him, I confels Þ 
cannot yet diſcern, And though much 
has been ſaid to account for this Abſur- 
dity, yet I muſt needs own it ſtill employs 


my Wonder. For why ſhould even our 


ſince it does not deprive them of 
real Good, why ſhould they not rather cloſe 


Sway. Sure I am that a Man may be 


much happier by withdrawing his Heat EIN, 
from the Creature than he can be in cleas 
ving to it. Nay, (let it look ever ſo 


much like a Paradox ) 'tis impoſſible for 
him to be in any Degree happy, whilſt 


miſplaced Affections do ſo far prevail as 
ver and 


to denominate him an irregular 
wicked Man. So true is that Saying I have 
ſomewhere met with, that there is no Joy 
but in GO D, and no Sorrow but in an 
evil Conſcience, But admitting the Crea» 


ture were able to entertain us, what wiſe | 
| v1 ts | % | | Man 


Affections oppoſe the Love of. GOD, 


with it, ſince its only Deſign is to fatisfie 7 
and perſect them? Our very lower ap- 
petites will find more true Satisfaction in 
the Service of G O D and Reaſon, than 


in their own irtegular and exorbitant 


Mlan would think much to 
'..* - Tefſer for a greater Good, or ſhew any In- 
e Be Iv lower Delights when count 
ee che Enjoyment of the higheſt? Why 
then do we reliſh any other Pleaſare ? 
Since there is as much difference betwixt 
this and all other Delights, as between the 


ar n | 
relifiquith a 
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Quinteſſence and the Feces, the kindly 
Work of Nature, and the preternatural 


Operations of Medicine? Other 3 
even the very beſt, have ſomewhat 


Groſmeſß in them which offends even 


whilſt they pleaſe, and have always their 
1 mixed with Pain; whereas Di- 
vine Love is fo connatural to the true 
Taſte and Reliſh of the Soul, that although 


the Sentiments it excites are highly wk | 


ing and entertaining, though : A 
every Faculty with a full Tide of 'pr 
they are withal fo pure and undiſtu 

that they are Sweets that know no — 
Joys without Allay, Pleaſures that have 
no Sting, ſuch as I would fain deſcribe, 
but that I am not Miftreſs of Eloquence 
enough to. expreſs them, But whatever 


it be in which a Man finds the greateſt de- 


light, let him abſtrat from it all that is 
uneaſie and diſguſting, let him double and 
treble the Joy, let his working Fancy 
cxalt it to the utmoſt Heighth, and per- 


haps 


/ 
4 


Irre, e oc cec=- 


the Lone of GOD. 
haps it may afford him ſome faint Ides 
of this Love, which yet Expe- 
rience will convince him falls as ſhort of 
ors e rages 3 es 
_ true.” All which does 

einer thy hy there are ſo few Votaries to 
this only 2 for why a Man ſhould 
reject his Ha is a Queſtion we can 
.. but that he does, is what 
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encreaſe my 2; 


we daily ſee. Well then may it repeyt 


GOD — he has made Man, ſince Man 


has made himſelf ſach an abſurd, irrational 


the Divine Good- 
ly exclaim, O that they 
were eviſe O that there were ſuch an 
Heart in them, ſince tis impoſſible even 
to an Almighty Power to make him hap- 
py who is reſolved he will not be ſo. And 
herein methinks/appears the Devil's great» 
eſt Maſter that he can give ſuch a 
ain of things, and ſo much 
to our Diſadvantage, as to' put us upon 
the violent Purſuit of where we 
can never find it, and to blind us ſo that 
we may not diſcern it where it is; and 
our own moſt notorious Folly in bei 
ſo wretchedly impoſed on» by him. For 
certainly the Ways of Vice are as toil- 
ſome and uneaſie as they are fooliſh and 
_; they are not only nn 
| ut 


Creature! Well may 
neſs 
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but unpleaſant too, | the: Conſideration: of 
Which is the Reaſon why I was fo deſirous 
of a, Definition of Pleaſure from your ac- 
curate Pen, For Pleaſure as I take it is 
+... the grand Motive to Action, and after all 
tze Thoughts I have employed about the 
matter, I am not able to conceive: how 
ttsere can be any ſuch thing as Pleaſure, in 
* _ ought but Virtue, nor conſequently what 
I Inducement to any other Courſe: Tis as 
irrational to look for Pleaſure from eccen- 
| trick Actions, as to expect Harmony from 
an Inſtrument unſtrung and out of tune. 
A . s therefore the Love of GOD is the 
©  _ Sum of our Duty, fo by conſequence tis 
I the Heighth of our Pleaſure, ms, Jag: of 
tte whole Man; and were we not ge 
/  Unaccountable Creatures, it wou'd be the 
Buſineſs of our Lives, the End of all 
our Actions. I will not therefore ſearch 
for Arguments to enforce this Love, after 
thoſe incomparable ones you have fo well 
inculcated, which are indeed unanſwera- 
ble, and not to be oppoſed by any thing 
but that which is. as unconquerable as 'tis 
unaccountable, wilful Folly, For if we 
are reſolved not to practiſe, the Wonder is 
the leſs that we are averle to admit the 
Truth of this Theory. Certain it is, would. 
we but make the Tryal, our own Expe- 
Nence 


rennen 


7 


b at e e in. Sion hed 


1 
eee eee ene 


rience voud ſuperſede the Trouble of Dif 
The Fruition of fo perfect and all- 
— 


together and infinitetly loves 
ly is wortfy ef all our Love. For aſtet 


all the Arguments we can urge, aſter all 


the Suaſives wWe can offer, there is none 
like to that of the Pfaltniſt, G taſte and 
fee that the Lord is gracious ! Wou'd we 
but open our Souls Wide to receive his In- 
fluences, we ſhou'd need no more Convic- 
tion that tis he, and he only Who can re- 
pleniſh and content them, and therefore 


*tis he only Who ought to poſſeſs them. 


And were I writing to the World, to Per- 
ſons not ſenũble of their Obligations, 1 
wou'd deſire them only to open their Eyes, 
to fix their Thoughts ſteddily on the Di- 
vine Beauty, and then tell me if there be 
any thing fit to rival him, or if that C 
ture be worthy of his Love Who can di- 


vide the leaſt in of his Affections from 


him, or can diſcern Amability in any thing 


beſides him? I wou'd intreat them if they 
will not b a (tive in kindling this Divine 
Fire, to be paſſive at leaſt, not to sten 


themſelves from his Beams, nor put a Wil- 
ful Bar to exclude the natural Operations 
of his Excellencies (for the ſtubborn Will 


of Man, weak as he is, does often check 
| 0 Omni- 


"ein F @0D. 164. 
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ent 4 Being, wou'd convince us that 
he Who. is al 


2 


. 
—— — 


— 


#- 


- 
— 2 ran „ — £ —_— — — - 


_ —— — 2 — 22 — 


Dm ESD 

* * —_— — — 3 —— 

- — — — — — — —— 

— * W —_ 

- _ — ö - — 

- _ = 
8 * 


3 r 33 * 3 


* 
$1 
4% : 
: 2 
* 
I - 
"= 
1 | 
Bla 
\ f 
8 
5 
4 
Fl 
1 
17 g * 
* : 
We 
9 
R 
3 f 
* 5 
33 
. 
V. 
1 1 
. i 
4. 
1 
17 
13 
1 
4 "7 
BY 
9 
* 
II 
PN. 
V. 
1 
* 
h l 
* 


Mating 
diſingenuous Wills? Do they not feel 


2 T 
TY 

„ 
„ 


„ Luters concerning... | 
Qunnipotence) and then let me ask them if | 


they do not feel the Rays of his Goodneſs 


ſweetly inſinuating into every part, clear- 
ing up the Darkneſs of their Underſtand- 
ings, warming their benummed Affections, 
melting down their, obſtinate, . ingrateful, 


theſe Cords of a Man as himſelf. is 

to call them, theſe ſilken Bands of Love, 

theſe  odoriferous Perfumes drawing them 

after him, uniting them to him by the moſt 

Hy Charms ? eee 
from crying out, Thou haſt over- 


come, O Lord, thou haſt overcame, ride 


on triumphantly, lead my Soul in Tri- 
umph as thy on Captive, thy Love has 
conquered, and I am thine entirely and for 
ever, And bleſſed is the Man that is fo 
overcome! He never lived till now, nor 
knew what, Pleaſure meant; ſome Shews 
ol it might tantalize and abuſe. him, but 
now he is delivered from that Enchant- 
ment, and has free Acceſs to the Ocean of 
Delight, he may now take full Draughts 


of Bliſs, without fear of Want or danger 
. of Satiety! He may -—— what ſhall I 
_ lay ? He may be as happy as his Nature 
* n and has Si to hinder 1 

om 
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1 * G 17¹ 
from beitig infifitely ſu butt that hails 
finite and a Creature! 1&/1, 00., mt ads 
95 A nen Hatte happy lube Ge- | 
fible-of ns Blis, that he is defirous by all 
means to confirm and-fecure it, I know no 
better 4 than by frequently contempla- 
the infinite Loveline and Love of 
GOD. For as it was this that begat Love, 
ſo this muſt preſerve and continue it, nor 
is it poſſible it ſhonld ever go out ſo long 
as bends» F hat Ko 
Sor the | 
and that tie: may eee 
matter of ſo yaſt OED Grice molt 
Men will take it very ill to have it faid 
that they are not Lovers of GOD, and 


on this Conſideration he be inquiſiti ve af- 
ter the geriuine Properties of Divine Love, 
(beſides what has already more looſely heren 
Hinted at) the great comprehenſive and in- 
ſeparable Effect of it is univerſal Obediene, 
. But to be more 
particular; a flaming Love to GOD Wil 
create the greateſt Indifference imaginable 
towards the World and all things therein. 
Fort ſince all thoſe Tyes are broke that 
glewed us to it, we are no longer moved 
or affected by it. I need not tell you Hir, 
hat a paſſionate * is careleſs to all 

things 


" 


yet there are but ſew who really are ſd if 


1 Luer l 

| things but the Object of his Deſire; if 
8 þ wavy Sona no matrer who frowris on him. 
ut __ Tho OF; which other Perſons ue 
$ { with — enjoy with Complacency, 
1 and loſe with Regret, are unmoving and 
} _ cold" to him, he is not ſenſible of their 
* Charms, nor are the Avenues of his Soul 


1 open to any thing but what he loves. 

3 Other things he beholds at a diſtance, they 

Wo may ſlightly touch and paſs away, but can- 

3 not penetrate. But wherever his Beloved 
f 


is intereſſed his Soul is all on fire, he does 
not purſue his Service with a languid and 

f frozen Application, but with a Diligence 
1 | and Zeal of Love. He will not for the 
Ti _ petty Intereſts that ſelf propoſes, connive 
at the-Injurics that are offered to his better 
ſelf. He will not fee his Beloved affronted, 
his Laws: contemned, and his Deſigns op- 
and tamely ſtand by and hold his 
Bt e; nor does he regard what himſelf 
'Y may ſuffer, but only what Service he can 
reaſonably hope hope to do; and never is chary 
J3 any thoſe things we uſually call our 
own, — Fortune, or Fame, or Life 
it ſelf, but only deliberates how he may 
reſerve them for the moſt opportune Sea- 
Ion of expending them freely in his Belo- 
ved's Service. There's nothing bitter and 
uncaſie 1 in Love, the greateſt Labours are 
* Delights, 


DDE 


\ 


_ the Lov of GOD. wn 
Delights, for what ſo grateful to a Lover 
as the Difficulty of a Service, becauſe it 
eminently recommends that Paſſion: which 
could ſurmount it? On Which account 
Love by making Religion our Buſineſa and 
Intereſt, our Joy and Pleaſure, takes off 
that Uneines which though really we 
do not find, we however fancy to be in it, 
by viewing it only in the unpleaſant Fro- 
ſpect of mere Task and Duty. 
 Acatn, Love cuts off all narrow and 
illiberal Thoughts, gives the moſt genteel 
and generous Temper to the Soul, it extin- 
gaiſhes all Jeitoukes 
menting 2 and deſponding Fears; 1b 
has a Salve for every croſs Event, and a Saw 

to read G O D's Kindneſs in Tack 
800 2nces as are vulgarly reſolved into 
his Diſpleaſure. Hence it is the Parent o 
the moſt intire Reſignation, and exact Con- 
formity. A true Lover neither queſtions 
GO D's Reyelations nor diſputes his Com- 
mands, deliberates no further than to ob. 
tain a good Aſſurance that ſuch and ſuch 
things are really his Will and Pleaſure,” He 
does not only ſubmit to his Diſ | 
how diſagrecable ſoever to Fleſh and Blood 
and his own this a Man 
muſt of neceſſity do, * I can- 
not t diſcern Mherein my Virtue of a — 
933 0 


and Suſpicions, tor- 


pores — 


Submiſſion oonſiſts, ſueh 4 paſſi 
_ ence to G0 D is like the. new Notion 


Vine Amoriſt has an intire Com 

min Whatever GOD: allots, be in 2 manner 
gs goes forth ta meet it, chaſes, jaſtiies and 
repoyces in it. 


needs no being expreſiy 
dur Lord himſelf and his beloved Diſciple, 
| ii into the Reaſon why 


4 


— 
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ve Obedic 


ſome have got of paſſive Obedience to their 
Governors, a being * 
we know not how to help it; but our Di- 


Bor I maſt not amt hrt, te Holy 
Scripture makes a peculiar Character and 
ſpecial Effect of Divine Love, and that is 


the Love of our Neigbour. That it is ſ% 
affirmed by 


it ig , which ſeems to be this. G O D by 
the Prerogative of his Nature, his infinite 


BDeneßcence and Love to us, having a 
Right to all our Love, whether it be Love 


of ke orc or en of Bene volence, but 
Object of the lat- 


ter; ts by we — his infinite - Fulneſs, has 
thought fit to devolve all his 

Righe to tht Love wen Nei bour, and 
require as ſtrict a Payment” of it to his 


as if he were capable of receiving it 
Pro, By this” Neto: we' may fairly 
— St. Tohns reaſoning in his uit 


Epiſt, Chap, 4. 10% 4 Text of which thoſe 
a" T1, | (} Expo- 


1 
* 


the Love of GOD. 
that I have met with give me- 
thinks but a crude Interpretation. And be- 
ſides, the Love of GOD us to ſuch 
an exact Imitation of him (as I ſhewed in 
my laſt) and GOD being in nothing more 
imitable than in his Charity and Commu- 


nicativenefs, our Love to him will require | 


us to tranſcribe this moſt lovely Pa 
and to do all the Good we can to thole 
whom he is conſtantly purſuing with hi 


(fie Men cb wh 16s whe adi 


of Beize lebe, which is to beſtoy the 
greateſt Share of our Love on thoſe who 
are deareſt to G O D and do moſt reſemble . 


4 


: 
ll 
118 
1 
Wo W's 
[ 
OY © 
o 1 
1 


him: I cannot forbear to reckon it an i —— * 


and an Effect of vicious 
Self- love, to love any Perſon merely on 
account 57 his Relation to us. Al 


to weigh down the Scale; but certainly 
no Man is the better in himſelf for being 


akin to me, and nothing but an overwean- 


ing Opinion of my ſelf can induce me to 
think fo. I ſhould therefore chuſe to de- 
nve the Reaſons why we ate in the firſt 
Place to regard our — rather from 
Juſtice, and the Rules of Oeconomy, than 
from Love. For ſince the Abilities of Man 

are finite and determinate, and he cannot 
| 04 extend 


Moti ves being equal, this may be allow ö 


He 
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extend 1 any Act of Benevolence 


but Prayers and Wiſhes, tis therefore! rea- 


ble he ſhould begin to communicate his 
enefits to thoſe within his own Verge and 


- Diftrict, whoſe Wants he is beſt acquaintod 


with, and can moſt conveniently ſapply;; 


whole. Benefits to him are preſumed. to 


require this. Return, or elſe, their Neceſſi- 
tics: . him the fitteſt n of their 
Lelie 
I further l that Reſig ignation ond | 
Charity are the Teſts by, which GOD 


explores every Man's Love. By the one 
he tries the Proſperous, by the other the 
1 afflicted. He —.— who. has this Worlds 


1 9 and with- holds his Aſſiſtance from 


* 


Gr Brother who needs it; and he who be- 


57 he has not the good things of this 
Worl 


d murmurs and. grudges at their Dif 


penſation, and envies them that have, can- 
bot be ſaid to have the Love of GOD in 


him. 

Ix the laſt place, a true Loverof GOD 
is always conſiſtent, with himſelf, one part 
of his Life does not claſh and dilagree with 
the a He that has many Loves, has 
by. conſequence. many Ends; whence it is. 
that we too often ice many, who in the 


main are good People, laſh, out into ſome 
een iel, which like a =O 


the Loue of G 0D. 


in a Box of Ointment, marrs the 8wertneſiʒ 


and deſtroys the Lovelineſs of their Virtue, 


and brings a Reproach on Religion it Br 


The Vulgar, and Men of Carnit Appetites, 
partly out of Ignoranice, and pattly to ligh- 


ten, as they fancy, their oN rimes, be- 


ing too prone to reflect that Daſh of ſecular 


Intereſt, that time-ſerving or over-· great 


Solicitude for the * 2 perhaps their 
too great Opinion of themſelves, or Cen- 
| ſoriouſneſs on others, which'zealoas Preten- 
ders to Piety are ſometimes 


apt to lip into, 


even on that unblemiſhed Beauty, Whoſe 
Livery they wear, which I am fue 8 


no Allowance th ſuch unſuitable Mixtures, 


however their Votaries happen to admit 


them. But when we act by this one grand 


Principle, the Love of G O D, our Lives 


are uniform and regular, wherein the great 


Beauty of Piety conſiſts. For I am apt to 5 | 


think that, be Mens Pretences what they 
will, that Liſe only is truly religious which 
is all of a Piece; when a Man having de- 
liberately dottomed on well-· choſen and ſo- 
lid Principles, acts conſtantly and ſteddily 


a to them, without Fear or Fa- 


your. 
To conclude, this Divine Love is the 


Seal of our Adoption, the Earneſt of the 
Spirit in our * it being impoſſible 
* 'Þ Wd that 
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e 5 fs Your moſt unſigned Friend, 


TIM yr ro rr ; | 
- T3 i y - , ; 


Tonſummation of it 'Kereafter. Thrice 


Vell andnorwithflaniing that thick Cloud 
of Creatures that obſcures thy View, diſ- 
cern him that is inviſible, live in'the Light 
of his Countenance all the time of thy ſo- 
3 here, and at laſt pure and 


Wi int tis facred Bofom | | ' 

An p now Sir I have done; eue 
| have I further to add, fince T cannot f- 
ciently ex how much I think my ſelf 
- obliged to You? As for all your other Fa- 
vours, r n 
"om e ee bo: et 


Worthy Sr, 


„1 + 


. as well as humble Servant. 


— 
of thy Beloved, breath out thy 


4 PP E N 5 1 * 
Too Letters by way. of Review: 


To Mr. Nouns,” 


-oUn A Sir that I look mY 
| upon a finiſh'd Subject, but becauſe. 
2 mos in theſe Letters anſwered moſt 
the that are made inſt 
your. Nane eur and becaghe 14 
am very deſirous your Hypotheſis ſhould 
appear in m fn Light, though in my 
firſt I conceded one 1 the main Ki 
you coritend . That GOD is the 
tent all our Senſation: 
24 = very x: object — this | 
poſition, and . has offered it 
ſelf to my Thoughts, perhaps not alto- 
gether Impertinent, give me leave to ex- 
amine the matter à little further. And 
methinks the main Streſs of the Objections 
lies in theſe two Points. Firſt, That this 


er renders a great part of G O D's 
Work- 
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| 130 Letters concerning”. 
Workmanſhip vain and uſeleſs. Secondly, 
That it does not well compibeg-! with his, 


/ 1 es the firſt, That this Theory retuldrs 


— 


N 


t part of G O D's 1 4 
vairr and uſcteſs, it may be thus argu | 
Allowing that Senſation is only in the 
Soul, that there is nothing in Body but 


Magnitude, Figure and — and that 


being without Thought it ſelf it js not 
able to produce any in us, and therefore 
thoſe Senſations, whether of Pleaſure or 
Pain, which we feel at the Preſence of Bo- 
dies, muſt be produced by ſome higher Cauſe 


than they; yet if the Objects of our Sen- 
$0 have no natural Efficiency towards the 


. 


ther than as poſitive and arbitrary Condi- 
tions to determine the Action of the true 


oducing of thoſe Senſations which we 
t their Preſence, if they ſerve no fur- 


and proper Cauſe, if they have nothing in 
their own Nature to qualific them to be 
inſtrumental to the Production of ſuch and 


ſuch Senſations, but that if GOD 1 


ſo pleaſe (the Nature of the things not- 


withſtanding) we. might as well feel Cold 
at the preſence of Fire as of Water, and 


Heat at the Application of Water or any 

other Creature; and ſince G O D may as 

well excite ie in our Souls r 
th 


| thy: Love "of "GOD. a8 
theſe je Conditions as Witlr tem, th = 
what End do they ſerve? And then whit 
becomes of that acknowledg'd Truth, that 
60 D does nothing in vain, * when" ſuch | 
Variety of Objects as our Senſes are ener. 
ciſed bout are wholly unneceffary? Why 
therefore may there not be à Eh Comm 
gruity between thoſe Powers of the Soul 
that are employed in Senſation, and thoſe 
Objects which occaſion it? Analogous to 
that vital Congruity which your PU | 
Dr. More * will have to be | 
between ſome certain Modi- 2 Na of vis 
fications of Matter, and the 1. 2 8. UE 
plaſtick part of the Soul, * 
which Notion he illuſtrates by that Pleas 
fare which the perceptive Part of the Soul 
(as he calls it) is affected with by good Mu- 
fick or delicious Viands, as I do this of 
de by his of viral Cungruiiy, and me? 
thinks they are fo ſymbolical, that if the 
one be admitted the other may. For as the 
Soul forfakes her Body when this vital 
Congruity fails, ſo when this ſenſible Con- 
gruity is wanting, as in the Caſe of Blind- 
neſs, Deafneſs, or the Palſie, &. the Soul 
has no Senſation of Colours, Sounds, Heat, 
and the like, ſo that although Bodies make 
the ſame Impreſſion that thay uſed to do 
on her Body, yet whilſt it is under this In- 
. diſpo- 


182 Luer concerning\: 
diſpoſition, ſhe has not thay Sentiment of 
Nleaſure or Pain which uſed to:accompany 
1 that Impreſſion, and therefore though there 
yet why may there not be a Chgruity in 
by their Preſence to draw ſuch 
J tions in the Soul? Eſpecially ſince in 
* the next place, it ſeems more agrecable to 
the Maj ity.of 6 0 b, and that Order he 
EY has in the World, to ſay that 
b k 
j 


| he ces our Senſations mediately by 
Ne” 


nne h 
— 


i Non will this be any Prei dice to the 
IS Drift of your Diſcourſe, which is to prove 
| that GOD . e 
3 only does us good, for the Creature has as 
trie Right to our Affections this way as 
1 the other. If a bountiful Perſon gives me 
Money to provide my ſelf Neceſlaries, my 
Gratitude ſurely is not due to the Money, 
bdut to the kind Hand that beſtowed it, to 
whom I am as much obliged as if he had 
gone with me and bought them himſelf. 
For there ſeems no Neceſſity to conclude 


is, that produces Pleaſure in me, though it 
be but'the contemptible Pleaſure of a grate- 


1 —_ has on ä 


\ to 


Y 
_ — ———— — . —— 44 <= : 


—— 
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his Seryant Nature, than to affirm that he 


that every thing that does me Good, that 
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et aan ax Love, lanee in ſome 


2 gives Opportunity of exerciſing i my Charity 
and makes ſuch a Diſcovery of my Faults, 
that thereby IL. 2 to know and amend 


them. Bu l you won't ſay I am 

e is, or that Lought 
to deſire thoſe K ſo 
my Boſom who « le ers them ? Though 


_ my deareſt Priend could not ty 

do me a greater good. We do not theres _- 

fore owe Love to any. Object merely on 
account of whaz it produces, but in Pre. 

| to that voluntary Kindneſs mubereby | 

it produceth it. Agreeably to what ve, 

ſay in your fiiſt Letter concerning ng Fant 
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that & O D occaſions it only indirectiy 
and by Accident, it is not his antecedent 
$9 primary y Delign, he does not will it 
within, or r it ſelf, but from with- 
out, and therefore for theſe. Reaſons: is 
not the Object of our Ayerfion. And ſo 
ſay I, allowing that Bodies did really better 
our Condition, chat they did ta 
to our Ha or Miſery, and did in 
| ſome Senſe produce our Pleafure or Pain, 
| : p yet 
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yer ſince they do not will it, do not act 
Foluntarily but mechanically, and all the 


Power they have of affecting us p Rade 
8 —_— from the Will and land good Pleat Pleafi 
of a Nature, Who 


they are, and without whoſe Bleffing and 
— they could not act, therefore 
they are not proper Objects of our Love 
| or Fear, which ought wholly and intire- 
= + Ito be referred 3 
„ our Souls, g 
2 en and weer Tat 
1 FoR bertainly tus Blinly only deſerves 
Gr Love, even our whole Love, who has 
it always in his Power to better and per- 
ſect our Nature, and who does voluntari- 
y and freely exert that Power. Which 
5 Clauſe I add to cut off our Love 
tom all rational Creatures, h may be 
" "inſtrumental ta our Good deſignedly and 
freely, but ſince their Power is not ori- 
ginally from themſelves, neither are they 
always in a Capacity of exerting it, ſeeing 
they and very often do, want either 
Power or Will to help us, thetefore they 
are not the proper Objects of our Love. 
For that _y only is o who- conſtantly 
_ chuſingly gives us Pleaſures and per- 
our Neale or at leaſt is always 
| ready 
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ready to do fo, and actually does it, when 
not prevented and hindered 7 our Indiſ- * 
poſitions and wilful Inca | 
T xz Sir, are at preſent 3 ghts, 
though haſtily tniddled up, for I had but 
a few Hours to examine and digeſt them, 
and was not willing to remain any longer 
in your Debt for this Letter, having tre- 
7 too much already. And I am con- 
ent you are ſuch an unfeigned Lover 
of Truth, that you will on that Account 
eaſily pardon her Boldneſs in objefting 
thus freely againſt your ingenious | Dils 
ns.” who i * with all Reſpec and . 
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Mr. Nona Aufwer. 


MADAM, 


OU are no leſs happ 
Reviewy than in your 
pitch upon the only material Obj | 

5 which the Propofition you attack is liable. 
But before I ſet aer ie give 
me leave to ſuggeſt to you that tis a Pro- 
ud of the moſt inconteſtable and phi- 
ophick Evidence, and in the Diſcourſe 
ou refer to moſt clearly demonſtrated to be» 
o, that the Bodies that are about us are 
er. the true Cauſes of thoſe Senſutions 
\- Which we feel at their Preſenge, but that 
Ob only is the Cauſe of th * being 
| the Author of our Beings has the ſole Power 
to act upon our Spirits, and to give them 
new Modifications. I ſay Modrfications, 
for that well expreſſes the general Nature 
of Senſation. And it is a new Modification 
or different way of exiſting of the Soul that 
makes this or that Senſation, which is not 
any thing really diſtin& from the Soul, but 
the Soul it ſelf exiſting after ſuch a certain 
Manner, Wherein it is diſtinguiſhed from 
our 
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our 1dea's, which are repreſentative'ts us 


of ſomething without us, whereas our den- 


fations are within us, and indeed no others 


from the thin Wee Accordingly there 
is a vaſt ence between 


Sentiment” and knowing by Mea. We "Th 


know Extenſion, and Geome- 
trick Figures by Idea, but we Know Plea- 
fare and Pain, Heat and Cold, &. by inte- 


rior Sentiment. To know Numbers and 


Figures there is need of Ideas, ſor without 
an Idea the Soul can have no Perception 
of any thing diſtinct from it felf, as Num- 
bers and 
perceive Grief there is no need of an Idea 
to repreſent it. A Modality of the Soul d 


ſafficient, it being certain that Grief” is ng | 


other than a Modification of the Soul, who, * 


when in Grief does not perceive it as * 


thing without and diſtinct from her ſelf (as 
when ſhe contemplates a Square or a Tri- 
angle) but as a different Manner of her own 
Exiſtence. 'Senfation then being a Modifi- 
cation of the Soul, this ſingle Confideration 
ſetting afide all other Diſcourſings will fur- 
niſh us with a demonſtrative Argument to 
prove that not Bodies, but G O alone is 
the Cauſe of our Senfations. Por who elſe 
ſhould eicher haye Power or Knowledge to 


P2 ; new 


wiſe diſtinct from us than Modalities are 


res are. But ts know'& . 
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new modiſie our Beings, 
them and perfectly underſtands them? But 
T ſhall not enter u 


ND Objections that may be brought againſt it, 


88. 


but he who made 


a further Demonſtra- 
tion of this Point, fince I have abundantly 
proved it in my Printed Diſcourſe of the 
veof GOD, and fince you do as good as 
allow it in your preſent Objection. This 
therefore appearing to be a clear and certain 
Truth, give me leave again to remind you 
of a certain Maxim that 9 to you in 
my firſt Letter, That we are to flick to 
2 we clearly ſee, nopeithſia any 


and not reject what is evident - the ſake 
what 15S 3 * wy Yau 2 | 


that there are, or migh 
to ſhew that GOD is ON cy oa aſe pron 


| \Senfations which I could not anſwer, yet 
"Kince my Reaſon as often as I conſult her 
"does moſt convincing] 


y aſſure me that he is, 


| Tought to reſt here, and not ſuffer that 


rceive, to hinder me from 


which I do not pe 


aſſenting to that which I evidently do. 


Bur to conſider your Objections, I ob- 
ſerve in the firſt place that having granted 
that Senſation is only in the Soul, that 


there is nothing in Body but Magnitude, 
Figure and Motion, and that being with- 


out Thought it {elf it is not able to produce 
it in us, and therefore thoſe Senſations, 
whether 
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whether of Pleaſure or Pain which we feel 


at the Preſence of Bodies, muſt be produced 


by ſome higer Cauſe than they (all Which 
well agrees with the Concluſion I contend - 
for) you afterwards obje& againſt their 
being only Conditions ſerving to determine 
the Action of the true and proper Cauſe, 
which Objection ſeems to come a little un- 
expectedly after ſuch a Conceſſion. For if 
they are not true and proper Cauſes of our 
Senſations, what elſe can they be but Con- 
ditions ſerving to determine the Agency of 
him who is ſo? Yes, you ſeem to point eur 
a middle Way, by ſuppoſing that as they 
are not ſo much as proper Cauſes, ſo they 
are more than mere Conditions, viz. That: 
they have a natural Efficacy towards the 
Production of our Senſations. But if I 
not mightily miſtaken, this middle 


will fall in with one of the Extreams. War” 


to have a natural Efficacy for the Produc-" 

tion of a thing, is the ſame as to have a 
Cauſality, and that again is the ſame as to 
be (at leaſt a partial) Cauſe, If therefore 
the Objects of our Senſes be not true and 
proper Cauſes of our Senfations, then nei- 
ther have they any natural Efficacy towards 
the Production of them. But if they have 
any ſuch natural Efficacy, then they are 
true and proper 8 which though it be 
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_ Preſly deny, is that howeyer which 


or that they 


GOD F"hes united my Soul to a certain 

Portion of 

or the particular Relation it has to me 

Tua my Body. This Body of mine is pla- 
ed among 

Number and Variety of other Bodies. Theſe 
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which you formally and ex- 
your 
Objection in the true Conſequence and Re- 
ſult of it tends to prove. And to prove 
this, That Bodies have a natural Efficacy 
towards the Production of our r | 

are true Cauſes of them (for 1 
take them to be — of an equiva- 
lent Import) you argue from a twofold 
Topick.; Firſt, "I hat — ET Theory 
renders a great part of GOD's Workman» 


a Propoſition 


hip vain and uſeleſs, Secondly, That it 


does not well comport n 
Now to {et you right in this matter 


to acquit our r both — — 


threatning Inconycnicncies, we need only 
fairly propoſe it. The Caſe then is this: 


+ Kang which there» 


— ſurrounded with a vaſt 


other Bodies according to the Laws of Mo- 


drop eſtabliſhed in the World ſtrike vari- 
ouſly upon mine, and make different Im- 


preſſions upon it according to the degree of 
their Motion, and the difference of their 
Size and Figure. Theſc Impreſſions have 


2 my 6s gr 
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them tending to the Good and Preſeryae 
tion, and ſome to the Evil and Diſſolution 
of its Structure and Mechaniſm, even as in 
the greater 

the Generation and Perfection, and others to 
the Corruption and Deſtruction of natural 
Bodies. 
that my Soul ſhould know what is done to 
2 yet ſor the good of the ani- 


mal Life it is very neceſſary ſhe ſheuld 


know what paſſes in her own, whether ſuch 


or ſuch Impreſſions make for its good or 


hurt. Now there are but two Ways er 
this, Zight and Sentiment, My Soul mutt 


Configuration of their Parts, the Difference 


of their Bulk and external Figure, the Deg 
Motion, and-withal the W 


gree of their 


the Difference of the Impreſſion; or in clear- 
er terms, by being differently modified her 
ſelf, according as the Modification of her 
Body is altered by the Incurſion of other 


Bodies. The firſt of theſe Ways, belides 


that it would employ, and ingage the Soul 


which was made for the Contemplation and 
Love of G OD (her true and only Good) in 
| P 4 things 
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World ſome Motions tend to 


ow though it be not neceſlary 


know this either by conſidering and examin» 
ing the Nature of other Bodies, the inward 
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things altogether unworthy of her Appli- 
is wi conſidering the Narrow= 
We neſs of our Faculties, and the frequent Re- 
1 turn of ſach Occaſions, not barns 
| 77h tedious, painful and diſtracti t utterly 
| impracticable. For after all,” if I were not 
dt take away my Hand from the Fire till l 
had entered into the Philoſophy of it, ex- 
_ amined the Figure and Motion of its little 
Particles, and conſidered the ſeveral Rela- 
Ks. tions they had to the Configuration of my 
Aka Body, I ſhould be burnt before I had a 
ended my 8 tion. It is neceſ- 
| 5 therefore that there ſhould be a quick- 
F er and a ſhorter way of advertiſing the Soul 
[4 of the ſeveral Relations that other Bodies 
|| dear to her on, and of the Conveniency 
def Diſconyeniency of their Impreſſions. 
Which can be only by a ſuitable Sentiment 
* 2 of Pleaſure or Pain, * ep as the 
2 eſſion happens to be. But this is an 
Advertiſement I muſt in vain expect from 
Bodies. They can give me no Intelligence 
of what even themſelves do to me. They 
can indeed change the Situation of the Parts 
of my Body, but they cannot give any Sen- 
timent to my Mind, or new e my 
Soul. GOD only is able to do this, and ac- 
cordingly being willing that I ſhould know 
the Relations that other Bodies bear to 


mine 
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mine with as little Trouble as may be, ee 
being not fit that a Soul made for the Cons 
templation of an infinite Good, ſhould be | 
occupied and taken up with anxious DIE *  ''/ 
quiſitions about Bodies) he leaves it not to 
my Reaſon to explore and ſift out the Con- 
gruities or Diſcongruities of other Bodies 
with mine (which would not only be a la- 
borious, but after all a very fallacious and 
uncertain way) but in Wiſdom thinks fit to 3 
go another Way to work, and to give me 
due Information of theſe things by the ſhort by 
inconteſtable Proof of Sentiment. Aud be- 
cauſe Pleaſure and Pain are the natural 
Marks of Phyſical Good and Evil, and with» 
al the ſtrongeſt and moſt quickning Motiyes 
to incline me to ſeek or ſhun the Uſe of Bo» 
dies, accordingly theſe are the two g 
Senſations he raiſes in my Soul according 
the Impreſſions are which are made upon .. ... 
my Body. Thus for Inſtance, when the MA. Ws. 
tion of the Fire is moderate and temperate _ © > 
upon my Body, and ſerves only to open and 
_ ſupple its Parts, to quicken my Blood, and 1] 
to cheriſh and recreate my Spirits, I feel a i) 
Sentiment of Pleaſure. But when it comes 
to be intemperate, ſo us to indanger the 
Rupture of any of its Fibres, I feel a con- 4 
trary Sentiment of Pain, which admoniſhes | 
me of the imminent Evil, and in a Lan- | 


aud. le fite. 
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d, bids me remove my {elf at a greater 
Diſtance. And all this with a great 
Reaſon. For h r 
the Motions themſelves r 
Senſations which attend them, and tho 
Scnfrions which ate hen nd thong 


only in Degree from that which occaſions 
Pain (which by the way is a plain Argu- 


ment that thoſe Motions do not properly 


_ * . cauſe or produce thoſe Senſatians) yet ſince 


as far as they reſpect the Preſervation of the 
Machine,. and the good of the bodily Life 


or State "they differ efſentiallyy' or in their 
whole kind, it is fit they ſhould be attend 


ed with Senſations eſſentially different, ſuch 
as Pleaſure and Pain, which therefore GOD 


_ "raiſes in the Soul in conſequence of thoſe 

- ,  xeneral Laws of Union which he has eſtab- 
_ liſhed between it and the Body, touching 
it as it 


ht to be touched in relation to 
the difference of ſenſible Objects. The Wiſ- 


dom and Goodneſs of which Conduct we 


can never ſufficiently meditate upon -or 
admire, _ 
AN D now Madam, I can no ſooner ſup- 
ſe you to have gone over in your 
Thoughts this Account concerning the 
manner of Senſation, than to haye formed 


within your felt a laifuttory Solution of 
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the Maste 878, an meh Fot though 
theſe ſenſible are not the tue Cauy 


ing the Agency of the true Cauſe, y 


does by r follow from hence that 


— oh they or notbing, and are 
WY unnece =” the contrary ap- 
om the before given, For 


Raug thee Objects do not act upon our 


Spirits, or truly and properly” ſpeaking, 


produce any Senſation there, yet they do 
really make an Impreſſion upon our Bodies, 
and according to the different meaſure or 
manner of that Impreſſion miniſter to GOD 
true Efficient) an apt and proper o. 
n to act upon our Spirits, and o in this: 
* are not merely poſitive — 
Conditions. Tis true indeed if by — 
and arbitrary Conditions you mean that 
there is no zeal Analogy or neceſſary Con- 
nexion, abſtracting from all Will or Con- 
ſtitution of GOD about it, between ſuch - 
Impreſſions and ſuch Senſations, ſo they are 
mere poſitive and arbitrary Conditions, For 
moſt aſſuredly there is — in thoſe Mo- 
tions that either anſwers the following Sen- 
ſations, or naturally and neceſſarily infers 
them, But ifhy paltive aud aht Con | 
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ditions you mean that there is no greater 
Reaſon why GOD in Conſideration of the 
Welfare of the Body ſhould give the Soul 
ſuch a Sentiment, rather than another upon 
ſuch an Impreſſion, ſo they are not mere 
politive and arbitrary Conditions. For 
though that Motion which is followed with 
Pleaſure, has no Phyſical Analogy with 
Pleaſure, as differing only in degree from 
that which is followed with Pain (whereas 
Pleaſure and Pain differ eſſentially) and fo 
though GOD might if he pleaſed exchange 
Senſations, giving me, ſuppoſe, a Senti- 
ment of Pain, when the Motion of the Fire 
is temperate, and according to the preſent 
Order er ought to be followed with 
a Sentiment of Pleaſure; and fo likewiſe 
giving me a Sentiment of Pleaſure when the 
Aotion of the Fire is intemperate, and fo 
according to the preſent Eftabliſhment 
dught to be followed with the Sentiment of 
Pain, I ſay rom he might thus tranfpoſe 
"our Senſations for any Phyſical Proportion 
or Connection that is between them and 
their reſpective Motions, yet in regard to 
the good ſtate of the Body it is not ſo fit and 
. reaſonable that he ſhould, as is obvious to 
conceive. And this is all the /enfible Con- 
ruity I can allow you. For in ſhort, if 
y ſenſible Congruity you mean only, that 
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ing the Good or Evil that arrives t 

the Rate of the Body from ſuch an Impret+ | 9 
ſion there is an antecedent Aptnels or / 1 
Reaſon in the thing why G0 D ſhould 7 [4 
touch the Soul with ſuch or ſuch a Senti» 
ment rather than with its contrary, I rea- 
dily acknowledge that there is ſuch a ſenſi- 
ble Congruity. But if by ſenſible Congru- 
ity you mean (as you ſeem to do) that there 
is any natural fimilitude Ar bee 
tween ſuch an Impreſſion and ſuch a Senti : 
ment as to the things themſelves, or that | 
by virtue of this Analogy ſuch an Impref. 
ſion has any natural Efficacy to produce, or 
(in your Language) to draw forth ſuch a 

ntiment, in this Senſe I deny that there 
is any ſuch thing as a ſenſible Congraityyz | 
that is, I deny that ſenſible Objects h * - 
any ſuch Congruity with our Senſatio þ 
to be able to contribute any thing by | 
of a Phyſical Efficiency towards the Pr@+ g F | 
| duction of them. No not ſo much as by” N 
way of Inſtruments. For even Inſtruments” 
belong to the Order of Efficient Canſes, 
though they are leſs principal ones, and tis 4 
moſt certain that GOD has no need of any, 
ſince his Will is efficacious of it ſelf. | 
therefore this be meant by ſenſible Congru- ; 
ity that the Objects of our Senſes have any | 
real Part or Share in the Production of our 

| Sen- ö "4 


\ 


+ 
' 


* 


* 98 Letters concerning 
Senſations, though it be o 
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nly in an intru- 


| mental way, T utterly diſclaim it as an ab- 


ſurd and unphiloſophical Prejudice, and that 
without any danger of rendring the Work- 
manſhip of G OD vain or unneceſſary, that 
Inconvenience being ſufficiently falved by 
the firſt kind of ſenſible Congraity, as you 
may eahly perceive. 

Furs Madam, I think gives full Satiſ- 
faction to your firſt Inſtance. As to your 
ſecond, That it ſeems more agreeable to the 
Majeſty of GOD to fay that he produces 
our Senſations mediately by his Servant 


Nature, than to affirm that he does it im- 
mediately by his own Almighty 


Power, I 
reply briefly, Firſt, That Arguments from 


92 e of GOD ſignifie no more here 


min GOD's being the immediate Au- 


mor of our — than in the old Epi- 
enn Objection againſt Providence. And 
. + indeed they feem both to be built upon the 
ame popular Prejudice and wrong Appre- 
henſion concerning the Nature of the Deity, 


as if it were a Trouble to him to concern 
himſelf with his Creation. If it were not 
beneath the Grandeur and Majeſty of GOD 
to create the World immediately, nei- 
ther is it ſo to govern it; and if his Great- 
neſs will permit him to order and direct the 


| Motions of Matter, much more will it to 
act 


e. | / * 0 Gf 
the Love of GOD. 
act upon and give Sentimentsto-our 8 
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though with his own immediate 
which is neceſſary to hold and govern'the 
World which. it has made. For, after all, 
Secondly, we have no reaſon to think it 
beneath the Majeſty of GOD to do that 
himſelf which can be done by none but 
himſelf, Which as I have ſufficiently ſhewn 
to be the Cafe in reference to our Sen 
b Eb 
over Mr. Malebranch, Nuuc han } 
attribute aux'Cauſes ſeconds, you will find 
to hold as true as to all things els FT 
mean that. GOD is. the only true efficient | 
Cauſe, and chat his d eee 
a mere Chimera. | 
As to what you ſay, Laſtly; That the 
Suppoſition of Bodies having an immediate... 
Caufality in the Production of our 1 
tions will be no Prejudice to the Drift 
my Diſcourſe, the zntire Love of GO 
becauſe of the mechanical and involuntary” 
way of their Operation, I do not know 
whathde this Sup ſition will be ſo harm» 
leſs or no. But this I am ſure of, that tie 


ſafeſt way to bar the Creatures from all Pre- 
tenſions to my Love, is to deny that I have 
any of my Senſations from them, or that I 
am beholden to them for the leaſt Meliora- 
tion or Perfection of my Being. _ be- 

des, 


— 


F Lads concerning | 1 
| | ow ind Phyſical Sorſs to cauſe our Senſe "i 
tions, I am inclined to think that this may 
juſtly be uſed as an Argument @Poſteriors, 
| ene 
nically and involuntarily as you repreſent 
5 it, bus wither ee and. defignedly, 4 
lince it is impoſſible that any but. a 
thinking Principle ſhould be productive of 
kh any Thought, as all Senſation certainly is. 

.. „ Nee 

ed to give you the beſt Satisfaction I can 

upon this great and noble, but much neg- 
lected t, and ſhall think my ſelf 
— 1 — & by 
the Pains I have beſtowed er, denfve 
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